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The First Need 


2 
W5 must remember that power politics are 

an essential contradiction to Christianity. 

Moreover—shall | dare to say it 7—there is 
a little danger in some of the language which 
so instinctively appeals to us about continuing 
Preparation for war. 

Do not let me be misunderstood. In the 
world as it is until its atmosphere has been 
fundamentally changed, alas, such preparations 
must be carried through and supported. 

We must not rest there. That is all on the 
material level and neither security nor peace 
was ever permanently founded on force. 
Therefore, however needful these things may 
be, the supreme need is the reinforcement and 
regeneration of the spirit. 

lf | may put it in very plain and popular 
language, it is not more aircraft, more guns, 
more ships that we need, it is more of the 
gospel of the Kingdom of God ultimately and 
behind all. That is the first, the greatest, and 
deepest need. 

—Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking at 
the Church Congress at Bristol on Tuesday. 


Public Affairs 
COMMENTARY 


GERMANY AND COLONIES 


HITLER has given assurances that with 

the settlement of the Cechoslovakia 
crisis all demands for territorial changes in 
Europe have been met. 

The emphasis on the words “ territorial ” 
and “in Europe” contains a significance 
which has already been expressed, in the 
former case, in an offer to trade with Yugo- 
Slavia on a scale that shows Germany’s 
economic drive in the Danube basin, and 
which in the latter case, has not been lost 
on Africa. 

(Its worth, however, will in any case de- 
pend upon how far it is true that Germany 
is making demands on Lithuania or that 
German radio propaganda is still demand- 
ing the complete destruction of Czechoslov- 
akia. And in this connexion it is not gen- 
erally realized that this country is already 
committed to protect Czechoslovakia 
against “unprovoked aggression ’—what- 
ever that may mean.) 

This colonial issue is another legacy of the 
Versailles Treaty and its shameless disre- 
gard of previous solemn undertakings. 
German demands will cause acute embar- 


_ rassment to British Imperialism and the 


supporters of the world-menacing Ottawa 
policy of the closed British Empire. Worse 
still is the indication that the Labour Party 
means to throw overboard its traditional 
anti-imperialist policy in order to use this 
colonial issue as another stick to beat Hitler 
with. 


NEW CHANCE FOR LABOUR 


Er is perhaps not too soon to remind the 
Labour movement of its declared policy 
when the Versailles Treaty was signed. In 


1919 the Labour Party declared:— 

As the war was in part the product of frus- 
trated colonial ambitions and the treaty makes 
no provision for equality of trade conditions 
for all nations consenting to the peace, any 
permanent denial to Germany of the oppor- 
tunity to become a mandatory under the 
League of Nations must be a cause of jealousy 
and unrest, leading to further international 
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ON TO WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


Growing Demand 


through discussion and had not led to a new world war, and grati- 


R itoust at the mere fact that the Czech problem had been solved 


tude to Mr. Chamberlain for his part have been mingled in the last 
few days with a growing insistence that the respite thus gained shall be 
used as an opportunity for tackling other and more fundamental causes 
of war in the same manner, round a more representative conference 


table than that of Munich. 


This opinion was given expression by Mr. George Lansbury— 


pioneer of the method, now adopted 
by Mr. Chamberlain, of direct talks 
—in a speech at Bow on Sunday, in 
which he emphasized these points: 


The Van Zeeland report was gathering dust 
on the shelves of the Foreign Offices of 
Europe. The excuse for not considering 
its proposals had been the political situa- 
tion. That excuse could not hold now, 
and the report and conditions it revealed 
should be discussed. 


A new world conference should be arranged. 
It was not sufficient that four Great 
Powers should be united. European and 
world economy must be dealt with. 


In a message issued on Saturday, the Rev. 
Henry Carter, General Secretary of the 
Temperance and Social Welfare Department 
of the Methodist Church, said: 

Let us resolve that this hour of opportunity 
shall not be lost, but used to advance recon- 
ciliation in all parts of the world. Czecho- 
slovakia must be helped to reorganize her 
national and economic life. The hour to 
initiate peacemaking in Spain may be at hand. 

Remember also that economic hostilities 
between nations have created and intensified 
strife. The Van Zeeland Report points toward 
a pact of international economic collaboration. 
A telegram from Miss Muriel Lester to 

Lord Halifax, although sent the day before 
the Munich meeting was announced, asked: 

Is the Government prepared to make a cou- 
rageous public statement acknowledging mis- 
takes of Versailles Treaty? Will it broadcast 
from London in various languages an invita- 
tion to all nations to mect in conference, and 
submit to sincere examination all grievances? 

Must not we as well as Czechoslovakia make 
sacrifices for peace ? This may be the moral 
lead for which the world is waiting. 

In a declaration issued by its Progaganda 
Committee this week, the Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship endorsed the paragraph of the 
message issued by the recent Congress of 
Christian Pacifists (printed in last week's 


DUTCH BAN ON 
PACIFISTS 


Follows War Scare 


In a new list, published on September 24, 
of names of Dutch organizations whose 
members are prohibited from holding any 
office in the Government, as well as on 
municipal or town councils, are included 
the following :— 

Church and Peace; 
Ned. Vrouwen Vredebond (Dutch Women's 

Peace League); 

International League of Women for Peace 
and Freedom (Dutch Section); 

Youth Peace Action; 

Universal Dutch Peace Action; 

Roman Catholic Youth Peace Action; 

Friends of India; and 

War Resisters’ International (Dutch Section). 

The war danger of the last few weeks is 
probably the cause of this, reports the War 
Resisters’ International.- But today (Satur- 
day) the committees of each of the above 
named organizations are meeting together 
to decide what action they shall take. 

The cooperation of the WRI section in 
Holland, a Dutch comrade writes, “ will go 
on as before.” 


——— eee 


Peace News) which advocated an interna- 
tional policy involving 

First the speedy and sincere examination of 
alleged grievances in open conference and in 
the spirit of good will, and a just revision of 
treaties and of the boundaries set up by them; 

Secondly, a willingness to make sacrifices 
ourselves similar to those which may be re- 
quired of others, and therefore a readiness to 
submit our own colonial claims and imperial 
policy to drastic revision; 

Thirdly, a concerted effort to secure the 
economic reconstruction of Europe by the re- 
moval of trade barriers, so as to raise the 
standard of life of the poor and unprivileged 
in all countries. 

Even the by-no-means pacifist Daily 
Sketch declared, in its leading article last 
Friday, that “ we must continue these con- 
versations as soon as possible and remove 
all Europe’s differences.... As the 
peoples think today so will the world to- 
morrow be created by their thoughts— 
and there will be no war.” 


IMPORTANT FRENCH 
DECLARATION 


Nor is the demand by any means confined 
to this country. But perhaps the most not- 
able declaration abroad has been that of the 
Confédération du Travail — the French 
TUC. 

A majority resolution passed on Saturday 
expressed apprehension at the limiting to 
four of the Powers brought together in con- 
ference and called for the adoption of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s suggestion of a widely 
represented conference. 

Even more important, it “ ordered con- 
sultations with the British trade union 
organization in order to bring this about.” 
The many meetings, large and small, 

planned for last weekend to resist war .were 
almost all turned into demands for some 


kind of advance from the Munich agree-| 


ment to a world settlement. It is impos- 
sible to give accounts of these, or even 


record all of them. 

Among the many letters sent to the Prime 
Minister is one from a public meeting held by 
Leicester Fellowship of Reconciliation and Peace 
Piedge Union and one from many people in 
Devon, who are sending copies to all organiza- 
tions and churches. 

Resolutions and statements drawn up at a 
conference of Bristol pacifist societies, a public 
meeting held by the Gatley group of the Peace 
Pledge Union, and discussions at Mosley Com- 
mon Methodist Church, Boothstown, near Man- 
chester. on Sunday, all recognized the need for 
material compensation for Czechoslovakia, as 
weil as for a world conference. In the first 
case £7 was collected for “those whose sacri- 
fice had given us a respite.” 

A resolution was passed at a meeting of Dork- 
ing peace groups on Sunday “in the know- 
ledge that leaders of many of the great Powers, 
including Germany, have already agreed to take 
part in such a conference.” 

At a largely attended public meeting in Ken- 
dal Town Hall on Saturday, Canon S. D. Morris 
(who did a lot of good there and at Penrith 
last weekend) pointed out that they had to 
meet dictators somewhere, and he thought the 
conference table was better than the battle- 
fleld. 

Tottenham Peace Council last Friday affirmed 
that “now is the time to call a world conference 
on the establishment of a true economy for the 
world.” 

In order that pacifists may discuss further 
their next steps, a conference is to be held at 
8 Endsleigh Gardens, London, W.C.1, next week- 
end. 


(What of the Future? by Wilfred Wellock, 
p. 8; Demands for Peace, p. 9: Documents on 
the Crisis. p. 15.) 
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How do 

Pacifists Act 

lf War Comes? 
This Was The 
Pacifist Leader’s 


Reply 


—in a 7d. Telegram 


By STUART D. MORRIS, 
Chairman, Peace Pledge Union 


URING the crisis, among the 

many telegrams which were 

received at the office was one 
which read “ How do pacifists act 
if war occurs ?” The sender had 
paid sixpence for a reply ! 

T suppose he was right in thinking that 
the Peace Pledge Union ought to have a 
cut and dried policy to meet the situation. 
Whether he was justified or not I leave you 
to judge from the terms of the reply (which 
exceeded the allowance by one penny!) 


“Honour pledge, resist conscription, de- 
mand conference.” 


HONOUR PLEDGE 


I want to say at once how perfectly 
splendid the members of the PPU have 
been. This has been a testing time such 


Non-Violent Volunteers 


for Sudetenland 
The Peace Pledge Union has offered 


to the Prime Minister to send 5,000 
pacifists to Sudetenland to practise 
non-violent methods. No answer has 
yet been received. 


as some may not seriously have contem- 
plated. 


In some ways a period of suspense and 
uncertainty was more difficult than a 
period of actual hostilities. Then we should 
have known clearly what to do and been 
active in the doing of it. 


As it was very little guidance could be 
given. I shared with others the strong 
conviction that there was not going to be 
a major war, and we did not want to sug- 
gest by our very planning that we thought 
war was inevitable. 


So groups had to be thrown back on their 
own initiative, though very many have ex- 
pressed their appreciation for the state- 
ment we were able to send them. 


Large and enthusiastic meetings have 
proved the sterling worth of members. The 
appeal to them to think more in terms of 
personal influence than counter-demonstra- 
tions, and of quiet confidence than of 
“doing something,” has helped to show 
that we were not only ready to renounce 
war but to stand apart from the emotional 
accompaniment of war. 


The pledge has been honoured. 


RESIST CONSCRIPTION 


Never since the early days has there 
been so much activity. Each post krought 
bundles of fresh signatures. Six hundred 
new members joined in five days. The 
office was thronged from morning till 
night; the telephone was never at rest. 


I want to pay a tribute to the office staff, 
who kept their heads as well as their 
hearts and worked many hours overtime 
without a murmur. 

Many letters and callers wanted to know 
our policy. They were realizing in- 
stinctively that the situation was justify- 
ing us more clearly every hour. 

I write with the knowledge that nct only, 
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has agreement been reached over the ques- 


tion of the Sudeten territory, but that 
Chamberlain and Hitler have spoken in 
the very terms of the PPU: “War? We 
say No!” . 

A friend of mine said to me “If Cham- 
berlain comes back with peace in his 
pocket, | suppose you will dissolve the 
PPU.” 

That remark showed perhaps a rather 
naive but very general way of regarding 
peace. Peace is not an absence of fighting 
and it is still to be won. 


On the morning of the signing cf the 
Four Power Agreement The Times could 
publish a leading article suggesting that 
the moral of the crisis was the need of a 
Rational service scheme for the country. 


We have since been told that trenches 
are not to be filled in, that the Women’s 
Territorial Corps is to continue enlistment, 
that “ARP are to be regarded as a per- 
manent part of local and national govern- 
ment.” 


We have to disprove the idea that it was 
the might of Britain that prevented war. 
it was the policy of conciliation and 
appeasement. 


The growing might of Britain neither 
-prevented the crisis arising nor deterred 
‘Hitler from war in the last resort. 

.,. If the country is going to continue to be 
deluded about the worth of armaments a 
similar crisis will arise again in spite of 

call pledges to the contrary. If the war 
spirit is going to be fostered in the shape 
of intensified ARP, or compulsory national 
service, we have already lost the peace as 

surely as we did in 1918. 


We must, therefore, be prepared to resist 
conscription in any shape or form, and to 
demand ‘instead that the infention of 
statesmen not to go to war shall be imme- 
diately implemented through general 
disarmament. 


Our own country must express its belief 
in the sincerity of others, not by further 
rearmament, but, if necessary, by unilateral 
disarmament. Conscription must be re- 
sisted and the armaments race ended. 


Nor indeed ean we rest content so long 
as one conscientious objector in any 
‘country looks out on life through the 
barred windows of a prison cell. 


Resist conscription by securing the dis- 
.armament which will set free both man 
power and material resources from such 
forced labour for the real service of man- 
kind. 


DEMAND THE CONFERENCE 


George Lansbury blazed the trail of per- 
sonal contact: the PPU has taken the lead 
in demanding that the representatives of 
nations should meet before a war and not 
after. 


For the first time since 1918 the method 
of violence has been met by another 
method, and the leadership of Europe, 
which had been handed over to the dicta- 
tors, has been regained for democracy. 


It now remains for us to convince the 
totalitarian States, which have flourished 
in a belief in violence as the only effective 
method, that justice will be willingly done 
in the name of peace and not wrung from 
us by the threat of war. 


The older “peace” treaties (or what is 
left of them) must be revised, as the only 
way of redeeming the past, but the future 
remains to be won in terms of completely 
new methods and principles. 


The Czechs and Slovaks have been 
asked to make great sacrifices for the im- 
mediate peace. Such sacrifices can only 
be justified and the ultimate peace won in 
so far as we, and others, are prepared to 
make sacrifices similar to those which we 
have demanded. 


The present agreement involves for 
Czechoslovakia (a) a severe limitation of 
national sovereignty; (b) the loss of radium, 
ore, and other economic advantages; ‘c) the 
surrender of territory and the freeing of 
subject peoples. 


The permanent peace involves these 
sacrifices from Great Britain as well. The 
nation must be prepared to limit its own 
sovereign rights, we must be willing to 
abandon our present policy of tariffs and 
industrial quotas. our control of raw 
material, our strategic possession of trade 
reutes, and our present conception of 
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Our Lobby Correspondent on the Crisis Debate 


World Conference Idea is Now Launched 


WHEN CRITICS WERE SILENT ON 
DISMEMBERMENT PLAN 


written about the highly emo- 

tional scenes in the House of 
Commons last week that this, the earliest 
reference which it is possible to make to 
them in the Parliamentary Notes of 
Peace News, must seem stale. 

Yet I must risk this defect if only to say 
that much was done for peace when the 
Premier without further criticism, was 
permitted by the House of Commons to 
return to Hitler in what proved a final and 
successful effort to ward off a world war. 

On the first day it returned from its 
holiday, Parliament confronted a more 
terrifying situation than any it has wit- 
nessed since 1914. The Prime Minister 
informed members of the steps he had 
already taken which would involve sooner 
or later the dismemberment of Czecho- 
slovakia. 

More than that, members held in their 
hands the White Paper containing Lord 
Runciman’s considered report. Therein, 
the separation of the Sudeten frontier dis- 
tricts from the Czechs and their cession 
to Germany was recommended as a matter 
of great urgency. 

It is no use now for any excited partisan 
of the Left to fulminate against the dis- 
memberment of “brave little Czecho- 
slovakia.” Everyone in the House knew 
that this, above all else, was involved as 
Mr. Chamberlain described the impasse 
between himself and Hitler. Everyone 
knew that if Mr. Chamberlain could only 
find a way to the reopening of conversa- 
tions the Czechs were bound to lose their 
lovely pine-clad hills and vales, if any- 
thing came of those conversations. 


God or the British Navy ? 


"THEN came the bolt from the blue; the 

Prime Minister’s concluding announce- 
ment that Hitler would talk again and 
postpone mobilization for one day; “a 
peroration for Mr. Chamberlain,” Mr. 
Ernest Brown was heard to exclaim, “sent 
by God at the last minute”; “the rainbow 


S: much has been said and 


(continued from col. 1) 
empire. 


The needs of hungry people and the rights 
of all peoples must be recognized and met. 
The gratitude of ordinary men and women 
for this reprieve, the enhanced desire for 
peace must be educated into a readiness to 
break through the traditional prejudices. 


A war settlement is expressed in terms 
of demands and annexations. The peace 
settlement must be expressed in offers 
and sacrifices. 


There is indeed still need for a growing 
number cf men and women who in them- 
selves represent the final repudiation of 
the method of violence and war. We must, 
therefore, make every effort to increase 
our membership and to urge the necessity 
for a real peace conference, the success of 
which could be assured by our willingness 
as a nation to abandon our policy of eco- 
nomic and political imperialism. The con- 
ference must be demanded. 


AFTER THE CHEERING ; 


As the feelings of relief pass it may well 
be that a feeling of disillusionment will 
take their place. Some may wonder 
whether this is not really a victory for 
fascism after all. Others will realize that 
the pursuit of their policy would have 
meant war, and that collective security 
has ceased to have any meaning. Others 
again will recall that though the Council 
of the League of Nations was actually in 
session it had no share in securing this 
respite because it had failed to advance. 


It is for the pacifists to help to recreate a 
real League which, repudiating the use of 
force, can become the permanent embodi- 
ment of the meeting of the statesmen of 
the world, and the international authority 
under which all colonial possessions can be 
liquidated to give a new meaning to col- 
lective security in terms of the readiness 
to seciire for others their political and 
economic rights; to show that totalitar- 
ianism can be met and transformed only 
by the determination of democracy to 
prove, in the actual event, that the freedom 
and well-being of all peoples is to be 
secured not by violence but by justice, and 
that the real victory goes to him who can 
give the most. 


Here surely is a task worth while for 
any man or woman. So may we justify 
the confidence of those who joined us at 
the critical moments, continue to win in- 
creasing support, and re-inspire call our 
members in terms of our practical policy 
of constructive peacemaking, 


written by the finger of God,” claimed the 
picturesque Lord Baldwin. 

One hopes that Mr. Brown and Lord 
Baldwin will persist in the view that it 
was the intervention of God rather than 
of the British Navy which influenced the 
matter. 

Some of Mr. _ Brown’s _ political 
followers, and even one or two of his 
fellow Baptists, have lately been giving 
the glory not to God but to the fright 
which the mobilization of the British 
Fleet gave to Mussolini. 

I only wish to pass this comment on the 
heated references to the dismemberment of 
Czechoslovakia which at present purport 
to serve as sympathy for that unfortunate 
State: that it was as clear as noonday at 
the end of Mr. Chamberlain’s speech that 
if there were any resumption of the talks 
with Hitler it would be for the precise 
purpose of securing the most convenient 
form of dismemberment. 

Mr. Attlee offered at the time not the 
slightest objection, although he mur- 
mured a meaningless phrase about “ pre- 
serving peace without sacrificing prin- 
ciples.” 

Sir Archibald Sinclair actually referred 
to “its new frontiers” within which 
Czechoslovakia would in future win “ com- 
plete freedom and independence”; Mr. 
Maxton said he wouldn’t say a contrc- 
versial word, and Mr. Lansbury, as we 
pacifists should expect, said God-speed to 
the Prime Minister. 

So what means all this new pother 
about the “cruel sacrifice” of Czecho- 
slovakia? Effective grants (grants—not 
loans, Mr. Lansbury said) ought to be 
made to help this nation to reorganiz® 
itself. We owe at least that to her final 
willingness to draw Europe away from the 
abyss in which she, as well as Europe, 
would have been otherwise engulfed. 


Everyone Knew 


HUS, both Mr. Attlee and Sir Archibald 

Sinclair knew what was going to 

happen to.Czechoslovakia. 

They knew, too, that the whole of the 
British people were staring in horror into 
the black pits opening around their feet 
and drawing them in. Liberals, Labour, 
and Tories alike were appalled. They all 
agreed that silence was the only decent 
thing, and sent the Prime Minister forth 
to do his best. 

The devil was sick: 
The devil a saint would be. 

All the angry complaints about the 
indecent haste, the hectoring of Hitler, 
the neglect of the just claims of indi- 
vidual Czechs are subsidiary to the main 
issue. That issue was best summed up 
in the inability of any of the three parties 
in the House of Commons to protest 
against the contemplated dismember- 
ment. 

Prague does not forget this. If a general 
election should come, every opportunity 
will be taken to see that the British elec- 
torate does not forget it. 

There was in the Parliamentary situa- 
tion of the opening Wednesday a good 
deal of understandable hysteria. Party 
organizers on the Government side ex- 
pected to profit by a continuance of this on 
Monday. 

But it was not to be. Probably the par- 
liamentary procedure which gives prece- 
dence to a resigned minister in the making 
of his explanations accounted for this. 
Mr. Duff Cooper got his blow in first, to the 
too-evident delight of the Opposition. 

Mr. Duff Cooper, of course, is remem- 
bered by pacifists for his strictures on 
clergymen whose Christian teaching went 
rather further than was good for the War 
Office scheme of recruitment. We were 
not at all surprised, thei, to hear his 
reasons for being able, as he said, to hold 
nis head high. 

The way to talk to Hitler, he asserted. 
was with the mailed fist. And that, of 
course, when advanced by Hitler as the 
way he likes to talk to us, makes Mr. Duff 
Cooper exceedingly though most unreason- 
ably angry. “O, wad some power the 
giftie gie us...” 


Backing for World 


Conference 


ERHAPS the most outstanding thing 
= in Monday’s debate was Mr. Attlee’s 
frank espousal of the world conference to 


deal with economic problems as the funda- * 


mental need of the moment. 


I wonder how many Labour members 
who reviled George Lansbury, when he 
provided Mr. Chamberlain with the prece- 
dent for his visit to Hitler, remembered 
their views against what they called 
“shaking hands with murder.” Yet here 
they were cheering Clem Attlee’s plea for 
conference which would include and even 
fFrocure the advantage of Hitler as of all 
others. 


THE IDEA OF THE WORLD CON- 
FERENCE IS THUS WELL LAUNCHED 
IN POLITICS, 


Unfortunately, like a ship carrying dangerous 
and shifting cargo, the idea of the world con- 
ference is embodied in the Labour Party’s 
amendment in such a way as to unite it with the 
claim for the resuscitation of the discredited 
attempt to base a system of collective security 
on armed force, The Labour Party learns 
nothing from the fact that, itself excepted, prac- 
tically the whole world has discarded the theory 
of collective security. 


Mr. Lansbury shed light on the meaning of 
collective security through force when he re- 
minded the House “that minorities and their 
problems were created all over Europe by 
force. The minorities objected to the force and 
still object.” 


Reliance on force for the creation of an inter- 
national organization only short-circurts the 
energy and attention which nations would other- 
wise give to remedying the grievances of those 
who suffer injustice. Czechoslovakia is an 
example of that. 

“That which is done by force,” said Mr. 
Lansbury, “is sooner or later taken away by 
force.” There is now scarcely a settlement se- 
cured by force twenty years years ago, he added, 
which stands. No Member of Parliament can 
be found to defend those settlements. The 
force which established them is thus seen to have 
been worthless. 


No Money for Peace 


R. LANSBURY showed that the 

minorities question remained an in- 
soluble problem for most of the nations, 
because they were too poor to provide the 
help which would give their minorities 
hope. 


All the rulers whom he had met in the 
Balkans, said Mr, Lansbury, had complained 
that they could get loans for armaments but 
for little else. 

These rulers were really anxious to live 
peaceably with their neighbours. But there was 
no hope of that until there was a planned inter- 
national economy. 


The lengthy references in the Liberal and 
Labour press on Wednesday morning to the 
growing certainty that there will be no general 
election is less a measure of their powers of 
prescience than of the extent of their fears. Un- 
doubtedly there is too much still left unsettled 
in Europe to make it quite clear what would 
be the policy of any party in such an election. 


Case Against War 


Alt parties are now seeking new guid- 
ance. An example of ‘his was pro- 

vided by Mr. James Maxton, who made 

one of th2 finest speeches in the debate. 


Brushing aside all. preoccupations about war 
being the only possibility in certain develop- 
ments of the social revolution. he, roundly 
declared that in the event of another war 
democracy would go in this country, and none of 
the results for which war was fought would be 
achieved. 

Estimating the loss of life at 50.000.000 in the 
next war, he asked: “Is there anything in life 
that is worth facing that?” And in a full and 
very appreciative House, not a voice was heard 
to answer. 

There were many fine points in his speech, 
but none better than his conclusion that the 
desire of the German people for peace had been 
effectively demonstrated, and it was on that that 
we should now set about building something 
better. 

Lord Ponsonby was equally effective in the 
Lords. Dismissing the jargon about collective 
security, he said we wanted a League not 
bound by red tape. but prepared to pract:se con- 
ciliation on every issue as it arose. The League 
ought to drop the foolish idea of wanting to 
punish somebody or other for something or 
other. 


His references to the many indignant invoca- . 


tions about our “obligations of honour” were 
striking. Lord Ponsonby said he could think of 
two obligations of honour—to the millions of 
slain in the last war, and to the millions of 
children born in the last thirty years who will be 
slain if another war comes. 

We pacifists ought to get that across in all 
our meetings. 
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MANIFESTO 
ON PARIS HOARDINGS 


From Our Own Correspondent 


PARIS. 


the Sponsors of the Peace Pledge Union had issued and delivered 


Vis timely on Saturday evening, the pacifist declaration which 


by deputation to Downing Street two days before reached me. 
I had arranged for Sunday afternoon a meeting, with about twenty comrades of various 


groups, in one of the outer suburbs of the 
city. 
It had to be private, because every 


| 


assembly concerned with “ the situation ” | 


is prohibited. Already two mass meet- 

ings planned by my closer friends had 

been disallowed. (Thus 

“liberty ” shows, in the face of war, that 

it is exactly like that in any country con- 

trolled by a handful of people.) 

I took the occasion to translate the PPU 
circular to the comrades present, and urged 
them to associate themselves with the ideas 
expressed therein. Several comrades, 
especially two of my personal friends, were 
very much impressed by it. 

They copied my translation of the 
second and third paragraphs of the circu- 
lar [see below], and, together with an ex- 
planatory introduction, embodied it 
almost verbally in a big placard proclama- 
tion which on Monday was drafted by the 
newly-formed Centre Syndical d’Action 
Contre la Guerre (to which all the rad- 
ical pacifist organizations in Paris 
belong). They entitled the proclamation 
(which was six feet long!) Mobilisation 
Générale Pour la Paix. 

By this means too, the name of the War 
Resisters’ International has appeared here 
again in public, as it was included upon my 
personal request. 

Three thousand copies were posted on 
walls all over the city yesterday afternoon, 
and remained till this afternoon. But then 
the chase began, the Government giving 
orders for its confiscation and removal from 
the walls. 


But I have myself continually seen crowds 
standing before it, attentively reading it. 
Whatever the consequences will be, it was 
worth while to have done this, because it 
was splendid propaganda. 

It is the only anti-war placard which with 
one exception. I have seen here on the walls 
of Paris. 


ANTI-WAR FEELING 


The communist soldiers actually shouted, 
as they went to entrain for mobilization: 
“Down with imperialist war!’ The Gov- 
ernment allows it, as it is applied solely 
against Hitler. 

It is just the communist soldiers who give 
an example of how enthusiastically one can 
gotowar. Thus bolshevism has broken the 
entire anti-war activity of the masses. 

Only one thing I did observe was that 
people go to war, as it were overawed by 
the Government, coaxed into submission, 
but that there is no enthusiasm for war 
among the masses. 

There is no longer, as ther2 was in 1914, 
the crazy belief in something great com- 
ing from war; no foolish patriotism. 


It is not true that the Sudeten-Germans 
have been, or are. oppressed by the Czechs. 
They had more liberty as a minority than 
they will ever get from Hitler’s Germany. 

The Czechoslovak State, while being a 
centralized democratic State, not—like 
Switzerland—a federal one, had given so 
much autonomy to the community that 
already forty families could demand a 
school run in the German language for their 
children. 


Nevertheless, all democratic liberty is not 
worth being slaughtered for, with one’s 
family, in a war—and slaughtering one’s 
like for it at that. Besides, on both sides 
there are only imperialist interests at stake. 
(Publicity for Manifesto in Other Lands— 

page 9.) 


The sections of the PPU statement which have 
been supported and displayed in France are 
as follows: — 

We condemn, and reject, the use of violence 
for any purpose by any government. The 
present crisis is the clearest possible example of 
historical retribution and a clear justification of 
pacifist policy. Blame undoubtedly attaches to 
Germany at the moment, but neither this 
country nor any other great Power is less to 
blame for the present situation. 

We believe that we have no moral right to 
demand concessions from Czechoslovakia with- 
out being ready to make real sacrifices our- 
selves. We therefore urge that our Government 
should at once invite the representatives of all 
the nations to meet in conference with the 
immediate object. of revising existing treaties. 
Such a conference tan succeed only if the 
Government of this country goes into it pre- 
pared _to regard the question of colonial 
Possessions and our own economic policy as 
epen to drastic revisjon, 


domocratic | 


| 


Anti-War Sentiment 
Abroad 


VIDENCE of objection to war in many 
forthcoming | 


countries has been 
recently, and especially during last week, 
when the Czechoslovakia crisis reached its 
climax. 


ITALY 


According to a Times report on Septem- 
ber 26, Signor Mussolini “ is clearly trying 
to cope with a state of mind, among pa:t of 
the Italian people, at any rate, which views 
war with reluctance.” 

The report continued: 


The Duce is now evidently compelled to 
take the moral of this part of the population 
into account. He still holds out to them the 
hope that the conflict may be localized. 


SWITZERLAND 


During a recent blackout in Zurich a re- 
tired clergyman left his windows open and 
his rooms fully lit because he held a con- 
scientious objection to such manceuvres. 

He was fined for not taking the necessary 
precautions. 


AMERICA 


It has been generally interpreted that 
there has been keen support for war in 
America. Actually, however, there are 
many thousands who are against war in any 
circumstances whatever. 

From one of those, Miss Tracy Mygatt, 
of the Women’s Peace Union, we received a 
cablegram last week. expressing gratitude 
for Peace News, and commending us on 
our “ unswerving loyalty.” 


GERMANY 


In no other country, perhaps, has the wave 
of pacifism been more marked than in Ger- 
many. The threat of war served one good 
purpose—it was instrumental in showing to 
the world that the people of Germany are 
not awaiting the first opportunity to go to 
war. 


An Indian View of 


“THE CHANCES OF 
PACIFISM 
IN ENGLAND 


“ THE most solid contribution to pacifism 

is pacifism, or non-violence, in 
active practice,” writes Mahader Desai, the 
editor, in the September 10 issue of 
Harijan. 

“For its intrinsic value,” he reproduces 
the article on non-violence in the 
Encyclopedia of Pacifism which Aldous 
Huxley has edited for the Peace Pledge 
Union (from whom it is available at 6d.). 
He describes the article as “suming up in 
briefest compass the rationale of non- 
violence.” 

The editor takes the opportunity to com- 
ment on what contribution English pacifists 
will be able to make to pacifism. 

“Their task is particularly difficult.” he 
says, “living as they do in the midst of 
people who have not learnt to think and 
live except in terms of violence. 

“Thus millions of men are engaged in 
manufacturing materials for war. They 
depend for their living on that occupation. 

“Not unless these could be called back 
from their present occupation could the 
movement achicve any success, and to 
make them do so men are needed whose 
every breath of life is non-violence, who 
live, move and have their being in non- 
violence. 

“ Whether England has got that typ: of 
leaders or not we do not know. 

“But thinkers there are. The root of 
right thinking is in right living, and the 
result of right thinking is right living. Thus 
both are interdependent, and right thinking 
on the subject, therefore, cannot but be of 
great value. 

“Among the eminent thinkers that the 
English pacifist movement has thrown up 
are Middleton Murry and Aldous Huxley.” 


SENT BY A READER 


BIAS AT AMERICAN 


YOUTH CONGRESS 


World Government 
Proposal Ignored 


From a Correspondent 

s WE demand that our governments de- 
clare their readiness to participate 

in the calling of a world constitutional 
convention and to participate in its work 
of drafting a constitution for an _ all- 
inclusive, democratic, non-military federa- 
tion of nations.” 
This proposal was brought’ before the 
second World Youth Congress in America 
in August by Miss Edith Wynner, repre- 
senting the Campaign for World Govern- 
ment, in the commission on “ Political and 
Economic Organization for Peace.” 
But the rapporteur of the commission, 
Mr. Emlyn Garner-Evans, of Great Britain, 
completely ignored the proposal. 
port dismissed the pacifist minority cf the 
congress as having been merely a negative 
influence. consisting of habitual carpers, 
hair-splitters and trouble-makers. 
Nor did he point out that constructive 
counter proposals to the militaristic and 
punitive programme of the congress were 
made by the pacifist minority. On the 
other hand, he incorporated the programme 
of the New Commonwealth, of which he is 
an officer, into his report. The report 
abounds with elaborate descriptions of in- 
ternational naval patrols, international 
force of mobile anti-aircraft units, inter- 
ceptor planes, &c., which were never dis- 
cussed in the commission 
Further the chairman of this particular 
commission allowed only two minutes for 
Miss Wynner’s speech, while other speakers 
had a minimum of five minutes. 
“ We believe.” Miss Wynner said, “ that 
world government is the unfinished busi- 
ness of the twentieth century and that it 
is in this field that youth must evolve a 
leadership as constructively dynamic as 
the militarist leadership is destructively 
dynamic.” 
We believe that such a convention ought to 
draft a constitution which shall give to a 
populariy elected world parliament the power 
to regulate the political, social and economic 


intercourse of nations and shall supervise the 
simultaneous disarmament of all. 


WAR FEVER IN 
IRELAND 


Writing in the middle of last week. when 
negotiations with regard to the Czecho- 
slovakia crisis were still in progress, our 
Irish correspondent said it was amazing 
that there were signs of war fever there— 
it had even reached government circles. 

He understood that tea merchants and 
petrol distributors had been given 24 hours’ 
notice to submit the quantity of stock they 
held, with a view to issuing ration tickets. 

“To me,” our correspondent continued, 
“the bright spot in a sad week was the 
evidence that Peace Pledge Union propa- 
ganda had reached strange places, for 
surely it was the eleventh hour trial of 
pacifism that sent Mr. Chamberlain to 
meet Herr Hitler face to face. after veiled 
threats, sabre rattling, and British diplo- 
macy had failed.” 


DE VALERA PLEASES 

The appointment of Mr. De Valera to 
the presidency of the League of Nations 
has been greeted with general enthusiasm, 
and it is hoped now that the appointment 
will raise the prestige of the League in the 
eyes of Irishmen, and that it will result in 
a keener interest in its activities. 
(Publicity for pacifist manifesto in Ire- 
land—page 9.) 
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This picture of Mount 
Wilson 


near Los Angeles, 


Observatory, 


California, was sent by 
Miss Georgine Clay- 
berg, of San Diego. 


Norway Welcomes 


e 
Chamberlain 
e e 
Visit 
By EIVIND ERICHSEN 
OSLO. 

HERE were two emotions which pre- 

dominated in people’s minds when the 
news of Mr. Chamberlain's first visit to 
Herr Hitler reached them—surprise and 
admiration. 

The move was complttely unexpected. 
but at least as strong aS the surprise was 
the admiration of Chamberlain. 

Of course, we did not know exactly what 
Chamberlain's motives and plans were, and 
history may say that his move was a mis- 
take, but at the time we felt thankfulness. 
. However, not everybody will agree with 
me when I say that the two emotions 
people felt most strongly when hearing of 
Chamberlain's decision were surprise and 
admiration. 

The Conservatives will agree, but the 
Liberals and the Lefts were divided. 
Some of them did not feel admiration, but 
had on the contrary a suspicion that the 
visit would result in an arrangement too 
favourable for Hitler. 


NAZI EXPANSION 

Then, when it became clear that Cham- 
berlain sanctioned most of Hitler's de- 
mands these groups took a distinct front 
against Chamberlain’s policy. 

They take this stand not because they 
are opponents of people's right to decide 
for themselves what country they want to 
belong to, but because they do not see 
Hitler’s struggle as an idealistic fight for 
minorities, but as a dangerous Nazi 
expansion policy. 

Since developments go faster than we 
can follow. and Chamberlain's first visit 
was soon history. I will make this brief and 
just quote one statement in connexion 
with the visit. 

The statement was made by the Nor- 
wegian Prime Minister, Johan Nygaards- 
vold of the Labour Party. He is probably 
the most popular man in Norway today. 
and has many supporters also among the 
Liberals and Conservatives. + 

He stated the night Chamberlain made 
his decision: 

Chamberlain makes the greatest efforts to 
find, if possible, a solution of the tangle. and 
to avoid war. Probably. this must be said to 
be an outstanding move, and everybody 
interested in preserving peace will be able to 
appreciate it. 

One may also say that it is a rare move. 
which was not expected. and which must be 
of the greatest significance. 

1 hope also that it will have the significance 
everybody expects so that the crisis can be 
solved in a way which will become good 
for all. 

There was one incident in connexion 
with Chamberlain's visit which impressed 
me deeply. and that was the reception 
Chamberlain got on his arrival in Ger- 
many. Munich had never seen such a 
great crowd as that which welcomed 
Chamberlain. 

People cheered the English statesman as 
if he were their greatest hero. It seemed to 
me that the great masses, the man in the 
street, in this way wanted to show every- 
body that they wanted peace and good will. 

Let us hope that the meeting between 
England and Germany will be the begin- 
ning of reconciliation and cooperation in 
our bewildered world. Let us hope that 
the statesmen in Europe will use common 
sense, meet in a great conference, and talk 
things over in a friendly and faithful way. 
and be willing to offer something for the 
sake of peace, happiness and humanity. 


BOURNVILLE COCOA 


Ree THE FOOD-DRINK OF THE PEOPLE 


PEACE 


NEWS 


October 8, 2938 


THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER 


Britain Looks at Germany. By Sir Edward 
Grigg, M.P. Nicholson and Watson. 5s. 


Reviewed by Preston Benson 


THINGS have happened in the past fort- 
night that have put a lot of fond 
notions into the dustbin andel am pretty 
certain that this book’s idea is one of them. 
There is not much in it about Germany, 
and its intention—“to save freedom in 
Europe without being forced into war ’—is 
commendable. 

Sir Edwards, too, so constantly repudiates 
the words “conscription” and “ compul- 
sion” that one almost imagines that he is 
about to sign the pacifist pledge. Its pro- 
positions, however, are not pacific. 

He wants us all to sign, but not the pledge 
of peace. He wishes us to give a few extra 
facts every six months, without any obliga- 
tion, ladies and gentlemen, on an extended 
Parliamentary Register form: 

Age last birthday. 

Occupation. 

War service, if any. 

Territorial Army service, if any. 

ARP service, if any. 

His stated purpose is a register of 
citizens so that the authorities can know 
beforehand the usefulness and uselessness 
of each individual in wartime. Nothing 
more than that! 

It sounds quite innocent until, on page 
142, the author reveals that “ when once the 
register is compiled, it will be for those who 
are free to volunteer to prove that compul- 
sion need not be applied.” 

What a pity that Sir Edward could not 
say, frankly, that if the army, the territor- 
jals, and ARP are not supported to the 
authorities’ satisfaction, he would be in 
favour of fetching people by force! 

Sir Edward’s wistful references to con- 
scription on the Continent betrays what is 
really behind his mind and eventually he 
confesses to “ citizen training ”: 

All our young men, without distinction of 
wealth or class, should undergo a period of 
three months training in camp between the 
ages of 18 and 21.... For the great majority 
the training should be non-military in charac- 
ter. Only those who volunteered for military 
training should receive it. . 
One could say much about training 

camps—the easy pressure that they can 
bring on youngsters in the guise of 
esprit de corps, the knowledge of immoral- 
ity in German camps that is too disgusting 
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Court, 


Quotation from... 


Those Strange Years 
(by Theodora Wilson-Wilson) 


Clement, August and Nancy set long over 
the fire that summer night. 

"A very difficult stock-taking, father,” said 
August, as he let fall the particulars of the 
Versailles Treaty. 

“1 wish | thought it difficult,” replied his 
father. "It is fundamental that what we sow 
we reap." 

"Or others reap!’ suggested Nancy. “To 
me it all feels like such a hideous betrayal ! 
In spite of everything, 1 had hoped and hoped 
that something good would come out of it!" 

"There was only one possible chance," said 
Clement, “and they have let it slip. Total 
disarmament of all nations . . . But no nation 
No Church has preached it, and so 


dared it. 
this so-called ‘last war’ is not even a past 


dream. It has become a living, growing night- 
mare, which will haunt us until we wake to find 
ourselves pleading with forgetful hearts and 
passionate urgency for ‘just one more last and 
tighteous war’ i” 


Nancy put out her hand towards August. 
“It is going to be a great fight!" she said. 
"For the children," added Clement. 


Read the book — Give it away 
Mr. GEORGE LANSBURY WRITES : 


"She has written a book which shows 
clearly the mental, moral and material 
struggies through which masses of young 
people passed." 


Price 2/6 of any bookseller. 
(Daniel & Co.) 


for public report, the manner in which the paddock. 


same camps are producing a nation of 
organized terrorists rather than rejuvenated 
lovers of freedom. 


The end will probably be _ internal 
anarchy in Germany and we can thank our 
stars that we have none of the same dirty 
business in this country. Nor would our 
people stand for it. The Prime Minister 
has turned down the Citizens’ Register, let 
alone citizen training. 

The real value of this book is its revela- 
tion of the mind of Sir Edward himself. It 
is a pre-1914 mind, an old-fashioned brain 
whose carping on “ man-power” is derided 
by modern military men who see that 
warfare in the future will need indus‘rial 
conscription, and that a citizen army will 
be an embarrassment to the professionally 
mechanized forces. Sir Auckland Geddes, 
indeed, has told us that it is doubtful if com- 
pulsory military service in the last war 
really added to our total war effort. 


Sir Edward, however, has a sudden com- 
prehension of the pacifist point of view on 
page 286: 

The pacifists say “Do not think of war and 
do not prepare for it. No-one can fight you, if 
you refuse to fight Thinking of war and pre- 
paring for it merely brings it on.” 

In a sense all that is true. The militarist 
nations would have no need to fight us, if we 
could not fight back. But we would not pre- 
vent their taking from us all we stand for in 
the world. 

“No guns are needed to defend the Eng- 
land we ought to value,” as Tomlinson re- 
marks in Mars His Idiot, but we cannot 
expect a pre-1914 mind to see it. Sir 
Edward, indeed, stands for the old imperi- 
alism—in his own words, “to defend all 
British territory against aggression, to 
protect British investments, to further 
British trade.” 

That is the true mainspring in his long- 
ing for a citizens’ register and citizen train- 
ing. We should be grateful for the infor- 
mation. The millions of British citizens 
who marched in 1914-18 were not told. 


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 


In The Steps of St. Francis. By Ernest 
Raymond. Rich & Cowan. 8s. 6d. 


Who does not know the story of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the most popular of all 
the saints, who preached to the birds, re- 
primanded Brother Fox and composed a 
lyric in praise of Brother Sun? 

But how many know that so far from 
being sentimental and unreal, by going out 
and living a life that was both fearless and 
Christ-like, he challenged all the values of 
a quarrelling, grasping Europe, won the 
hearts of his thirteenth century and 
changed the face of history? 


A born artist, he showed forth the greatest 
of all dramas, the clash of the eternal on the 
things of time. in a life story so stirring in its 
ascent to an awful climax that the world has 
been able to match it only with that played out 
by his Master, twelve hundred years before. 
Strange young man, too full of love! There has 
been one Francis and one only. 


Such is the comment of the author, who, 
in the opening chapter, appeals to his 
readers to “share his pilgrimage to the 
land of St. Francis because this young 
man, moving among a people who have 
been for seven hundred years dead, still 
embodies a challenge to the whole world.” 

Francis was the son of Pietro Bernar- 
done, a cloth merchant of Assisi who 
gloried in the wealth, social position, and 
fine clothes which he could give his son. 
Francis gloried in it too. He was the 
leader and most popular of the riotous 
youths of Assisi and rejoiced in his reputa- 
tion as a wit. 

His natural outrush of good will and 
happiness was the reason for the mental 
struggle which finally resulted in his being 
wed to “Lady Poverty.” St. Francis dared 
to take Christ at his word and be free from 
the desire for property and praise, free 
from the nagging ache of envy, free from 
the sick hurts of resentment, free to be 
able to forgive all. 

Having successfully borne and overcome 
the threats and insults of his father he 
gathered around him a little group of fol- 
lowers. 

Such was the response to the challenge 
of his life that he felt compelled to see the 
Pope to obtain official recognition for his 
new order. 

From that time began for Francis the 
tragic difficulty of cramping his new vision 

! within the confines of the ecclesiastical 


Henceforth, this was to be a 
recurring problem which revealed itself in 
an uncertainty as to whether he or the 
Vicar of God was right. 

But the man Jesus did not yield, nor the 
man Francis whatever their followers may 
have done. The greatest have always seen 
that to trim their ideals in the name of 
expediency is to bow to Satan; while to 
follow the brightest light within them is 
to worship all they can see of God and 
him only must they serve. 

So throughout his life Francis rerrained 
faithful to the gospel of poverty with all 
its implications, though many of his fol- 
lowers wavered. 

Against the medizeval background, the 
ever-changing scenes coloured with pic- 
tures of knights, kings, cardinals, and 
crusaders the figure of Francis stands out 
in relief. 

No-one will fail to be impressed by In 
The Steps of St. Francis, which the dust 
cover deseribes as a “lovely, lovely book.” 
P. PITMAN 


THE LEAGUE AND PEACE 


Report on the work of the Twentieth 
Plenary Session of the International 
Committee on Intellectual Cooperation 
(League of Nations). Allen and Unwin. 
2s. 

Pacifism, of course, is no longer a passive 
doctrine. It involves action. Before, dur- 
ing, and after any possible conflict. 

Before: the spreading of the spirit of 
tolerance and of the facts upon which the 
principles of pacifism are based. 

During: refusal to fight, plus attempts to 
minimize where possible the ravages of 
warfare. 

After: on the ruins of the old world 
build such a new one that men might laugh 
at war as a nightmare that has fled before 
the dawn. 

It is no mean task. The more hands to 
the plough, the sooner will the furrow be 
cut and the seeds of future peace sown. 
That is why pacifists must recognize and 
applaud the work of such bodies as the In- 
ternational Committee on Intellectual 
Cooperation. 

This report on the twentieth plenary 
session of the committee makes plain that 
it is being very active “before” and is 
cognisant of its possible duties, should 
there ever be a “during.” Its work flows 
from four principles: to build over all the 
world one tree, whose leaves shall streie 
out forever toward the light of culture and 
truth; to send down strong and separate 
roots into each and every country; fo re- 
spect the diversity of fruit that the tree 
may produce; and a fourth principle, which 
the committee calls universality, and which 
I find impossible to translate into accept- 
able metaphor. 

Two of the appendices may claim our 
attention. One. by Professor Gilbert 
Murray, deals with the teaching of modern 
languages as a means of promoting mutual 
understanding between the nations: the 
other with a draft convention for the pro- 
tection, in time of war, of historic buildings 
and works of art. “Before” and “durns”. 

The Advisory Committee over which 
Professor Murray presided would like 

More languages to be on the curricula of 
secondary schools, for pupils to learn if they 
desire; 

More teachers and pupils to travel and re- 
side in countries whose languages they are 
studying, that they might perfect their know- 
ledge of the peoples as well as of the tongues; 

More secondary schools to have rooms for 
broadcast talks; and 

More use to be made of such practical 
methods of language teaching as maps, pictures 
and objects of general interest of other coun- 
tries, plus theatrical performances, songs and 
discussions in the various languages. 

If there was more of such work one might 
confidently prophesy that there would be 
no need to prepare for “during”; but the 
committee rightly assesses at a low pre- 
mium the ability of mankind to order its 
affairs sanely, and even as it labours t) pro- 
duce the best it is conscientiously prepar- 
ing for the worst. 

What is universality? 
mittee: 

Universality is something higher than inter- 
nationality. By comparison with universality, 
internationality is merely a means to an end, 
and this end universality.... We have 
reached the universal when we serve the life 
of mind itself. 

Serve the life of mind itself? Rather 
abstract, perhaps; but I think the meaning 
is clear. There must be millions in all 
parts of the world seeking to render that 
service, a service that is negated instan- 


Says the com- 


nee we “> . “Aaa 


The 
One does not need to look very far, 
NOEL F. COHEN 


taneously by the outbreak of war. 
moral? 


THE COLONIAL QUESTION 
Bread and Honour. League of Nations 

Union. 6d. 

This pamphlet claims to present the 
colonial question “in a simple and popu- 
lar form for those who lack the time and 
the expert knowledge for digesting the 
more detailed and academic literature.” 

Its method is to enumerate the argu- 
ments, economic, political, and military, 
for redistribution, to survey the evidence 
for and against them, and to criticize them 
in the light of this evidence. 

This method is a good one if all the 
arguments are enumerated and all the 
evidence produced; otherwise it is apt to 
be misleading. 

Reasonably enough first place is given 
to economic claims. ‘“ Broadly speaking,” 
it concludes, “none of the material argu- 
ments . . . possess any but the slightest 
validity.” They are based “neither upon 
logic nor on factual accuracy.” 

The author’s confidence in the economic 
foolishness of fascist governments is 
touching. Unfortunately it is also mis- 
placed. 

There are better economic reasons why 
Hitler or Mussolini should want colonies 
than they have put in the mouths of their 
professional propagandists, and which 
cannot be answered simply by common- 
places about economic nationalism and the 
assertion that our colonies will sell any 
country anything it wants if it will pay 
for it. 

The report refers to “the notorious 
decline in international trade.” But it 
does not mention the cause of this, the 
fundamental conflict between a flourishing 
international trade with the stable ex- 
changes it necessitates, and a planned and 
stable internal economy. 

As the recent League of Nations report 
on the trade eycle recognizes, the measures 
for controlling credit and prices at home 
with a view to eliminating cyclical move- 
ments, and those for maintaining stable 
exchanges are opposed. 

A. T. K. Grant writes: “It is an open 
question whether the advantages of an in- 


ternational system with stable exchanges ° 


can be maintained in the long run without 
undue sacrifices in other directions.” 

Germany has chosen against the inter- 
national system. To have colonial goods 
on a large scale she must control the 
colonies herself. The economic claim is 
not baseless. 

It would be useful to hear the answer of, 
the author of this report to the questions 
—with the present distribution of colonies 
can Germany control prices and credit at 
home in accordance with her policy with- 
out forgeing necessary colonial trade? And 
if, as many monetary authorities would 
now hold, this is not the case, should she 
be given colonies? Would this considera- 
tion alter the conclusion reached on the 
basis of her political and military claims 
alone that we should not give colonies to 
Germany? 

TREVELYAN C. GARDNER 


THE CHRISTIAN 


COMMONWEALTH 
The Commonwealth of God. By Lionel 

Curtis. Macmillan. 10s. 6d. 

This book of nearly a thousand pages, is 
a revised edition in one volume of ‘he 
three books which were published under 
the title of Civitas Dei in 1934 and 1937. 

It is a remarkable achievement, emhrac- 
ing a history of the world, a study of 
politics, ethics and religion, and an attempt 
to apply the principle of the true common- 
wealth so obtained, to the condition of 
things today. 

It is clear and cogent, and while readers 
will not agree with everything therein— 
which is hardly likely in a book that ex- 
presses emphatic opinions on most things 
in heaven and earth—no-one could fail to 
gain light and inspiration from it, and find 
it a valuable mine of information on affairs 
from the Stone Age to Manchuria, Abys- 
sinia, and Spain. 

We may differ as to our interpretation 
and judgment of Mahan’s dictum that 
“the function of force in human affairs is 
to give moral ideas time to take root.” 
But we shall commend the statement that 
“the end and object of human society is to 
increase in men their sense of duty cne 
to another.” And we shall feel humbly 
encouraged by the author’s words: 

Of all the lessons brought to my mind in the 
long task of framing this narrative, the deepest 
is this, that apparent failure, when faced with 
courage and examined by reason, is the road to 
superlative triumph. 

Mr. Curtis’s most specified suggestion is 
that self-governing States should combine 
into a federal commonwealth, more or less 
on the lines of the United States. 

F. E. POLLARD 
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John Bull : This “ armaments ” furniture has proved a curse. Its sinister “‘ design ” has had a debasing effect upon all who have 
it. It has prevented possible friendship, it has brought enemies to our doors ; and has caused us to exist in constant fear 


of atrocious death and destruction. 


PLL BE RID OF 


IT. 


A Woman's Point of View 


The New Call To Women 


EFORE 1914 it must have 
B seemed to many women no dis- 

grace to remain indifferent, 
passive, or resigned to the realities 
of war: for the thing was generally a long 
way off, and nothing to do with us; a duel 
between people who had their good reasons 
for taking on the job, and knew the rights, 
the causes of war—but— 


What are we to say if in some terrible 
future people turn on us and accuse us of 
failing the world in it’s time of need? 


For we dare no longer be indifferent. 
All future war will inevitably be like that 
of Spain, of China, a furious and system- 
atic programme of slaughter between the 
whole of the peoples who choose the war 
method for attack—and even for defence. 

We have to realize that as women we 
have no longer any special position, any 
extra security—that armaments are no 
final protection, but a most dangerous and 
wholly false hope. 


For where is “ the defence of the home,” 
when tens of thousands of homes are de- 
stroyed on both sides? or never even built; 
for the young people who would make 
them, the children to live in them, all 
perish together. 


* 


War is no longer'x matter of professional 
armies killing each other, taking 
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fair chances of life and death: it is the 
murder of those who are truly defence- 
less, the aged and children as well as the 
women, to whom this appeal is made. 


However horrible this seems, we repeat 
that is is inevitable: for modern war is 
aimed largely at civilian morale; and 
however just our cause may be, this is the 
method we must use. 


The horror is not only in being bombed, 
but in knowing that everything ve do con- 
tributes to inflicting the same horrors on 
other people like ourselves. 


There is a kind of terrible fairness in 
the bombing of civilians, for every civilian 
in modern war is as much a part f the 
machine as any soldier; this is true of 
transport, munition making, even of ARP. 


* 


Wirt are women going to do about it? 

Are we going to take part in war, in 
a spirit of resignation from traditional 
acceptance of a method continued so mis- 
takenly long after it serves no human pur- 
pose whatsoever? Can we not come down 
on the right, the truly humane side of 
absolute resistance to war? 


This is especially the duty of women 
because, as perpetuators of the species, 


The Mother 
Speaks 


It is kind of you just to-look in. my dear 
Yes—I see that the list you've read. 
Nay, I shan't break down—see, my eyes 

are clear, 
And I've not yet humbled my head. 


and na‘=zral protectors of children, itisup' But it came such a shock—no word to 


to us to act against this backbreaking 
heritage of the past, and urge a solemn 
and detailed repudiation of all war and 
preparation for it. 


For why prepare for a thing you passion- 
ately don't want? When war has become 
race suicide it is time te stop thinking of 
it as a way of protecting anything decent, 
any ideal. 


* 


WE have tochoose. And if we are faith- 

ful to our best nature, we hold in 
our hands power to stop this horror. For, 
besides our normal position and influence 
as citizens, we are constantly looked to as 
authorities on matters of social custom, 
standards of moral decency. 


Why do we still give sanction and 
approval to the pageantry which still sur- 
rounds and covers the truth of war? Why 
do we take children to tattoos, where they 
learn that the latest fast bomber is essen- 
tially as noble as the gallant fancy dress 
of earlier struggles? Why must we, in the 
interests of national unity, forget the thou- 
sands of decent people in “ potential 
enemy ” countries, who, like ourselves, are 
being urged to save peace now—just by 
more war? 

Let there be no point at which we sit 
down and say “we have done all we can 
for peace.” Women, openly refusing to 
help in war, could give a true lead toward 
sanity, and change the direction of events 
—even now, 


prepare— 
And life grew grey in a breath, 
For I, somehow, fancied my boy was too 
fair 
To be summoned so soon by Death. 


They say it’s a glorious thing to fight 
And fall, for the country's sake: 

To strangle the wrong, and establish the 

right— 

But what solace in that can I take? 

I gave them the one whom I held most dear, 
Of their victory victim to be; 

And what do they reck of the young career 
That was all the world to me? 


Ah! I've tried so hard since 1 heard it, my 
dear, 
To whisper— His will be done! ” 
But I think of the shadows of} year a‘ter 
year, 
When the light from the hearth has gone! 
I shall hear the shout of the nation's joy, 
Of the welcome home, three times three! 
But all I shall know is—my boy, my boy, 
Can never come back to me.” 


From Under the Union Jack, July 14, 1900, 
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Spaniards who disappeared 


This article tells of 


recentiv. an army of Chinese. 
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several thousand well-armed 

soldiers, each wearing distinctive 
regimental insignia could disappear 
oft the face of the earth. 


A small body of men might be wiped out 
in an engagement, their bodies burned or 
buried by the victors; but when an army 
of 3,000 soldiers, in wireless contact with 
HQ, together with their artillery, tanks, 
horses and the rest of their equipment 
simply vanish, one is inclined to be a little 
meredulcus. 

Surely, one asks, one man escaped from 
the carnage to tell the tale? Or if they 
were all killed, surely the victors would 
not take the trouble, or spend valuable 
lime burying 3,000 corpses when they 
might be advancing to further glories? 
And if they were buried, surely the victors 
would tell of the engagement, or a trace 
be found of the buried men? 

One cannot inter 3,000 men without 
leaving a trace of them. Yet the fact re- 
mains that armies have disappeared cff 
the face of the earth, no trace ever being 
found of them... men. animals, guns, 
tanks, equipment, the whole lot, lock, 
stock, and barrel. 

How? 


IE seems almost impossible that 


* 


DURING the Spanish conflict an 

army of 4,000 well-trained, 

well-armed fighters vanished among the 
ice and snows of the Pyrenees. 

In the same way a column of Italian 

troops, fighting in Abyssinia, went into 

action, never to return: an expeditionary 


New Anti-War 
Film 


Blow, Bugles, Blow, the Independent 
Labour Party’s new anti-war film, was given 
its London premiere at the Crown Theatre 
on Thursday of last week. The film was 
originally produced by the Socialist Film 
Council, of which Mr. George Lansbury 
was president. 

During the previous week 3,000 children 
at Port Talbot, South Wales, saw the film 
at its first public showing. 

A WAR CRISIS 

The film deals with a war crisis between 
Britain and France, though it is empha- 
sized that there is not in reality a danger 
of war between these two countries, and 
they are only taken as examples of any 
war crisis. 

The British Trades Union Congress 
meets and decides that no action can be 
taken to prevent the war unless the French 
Trades Unionists take similar action. 

The French Trades Union Congress 
meets and reaches a similar decision, stat- 
ing that it will declare a general strike on 
a given date if the British Trades Union 
Congress will do the same. 

The British TUC agrees and the general 
strike is declared in both countries. 

The workers march on the house of the 
Prime Minister, where the Cabinet is 
meeting, and after a military officer, who 
joins the workers, is shot, the troops guard- 
ing the house give way and the workers 
pour into the Cabinet room. The Cabinet 
realizes that it cannot maintain office and 
departs, leaving the workers in control. 

Inquiries regarding the showing of the 
film should be addressed to John McNair, 
ILP, 35 St. Bride Street, London, E.C.4. 


PRINTING AND PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-7, CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY, 


LONDON, N.W.2. 
Telephones «» « « GLAdstone 
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force set out to search for them: a tank 
corps searched for them; squadrons of 
aeroplanes scoured the country for ‘miles 
around; all to no effect. The men had gone. 

Could a force of 1,000 men, armed with 
machine guns, backed up by acroplanes 
and heavy artillery, be overcome by ill- 
equipped natives, their bodies being buried? 
If this was so, surely the clothes and equip- 
ment would be retained by the badly- 
equipped Abyssinians? And if this was 
the case there is no doubt that in time at 
least one Abyssinian wearing the equip- 
ment of one of the missing 1,007 would be 
captured. Yet no trace was ever found of 
them. 


* 


COME month ago a large force 
of well-armed Chinese, fight- 
ing a winning battle against the Japanese. 


just—vanished: 3,000 men_ evaporated. 

It is impossible for so large a force to 
have deserted to the Japanese without the 
news being blazoned across the world. 
Three men might desert without the fact 
being found out ... but not 3,000. 

Going a little further back, one comes to 
the missing battalion of Bolivians fighting 
in the Gran Chaco War. One day 2,000 


men marched into the jungle: never to 
return 
* 
WHat happened to the Nor- 
folks? Together with the 


Lancashire Fusiliers and the Anson Regi- 
ment they went into action against the 
Turks at Gallipoli in an effort to clear the 
Ridge. Somehow they were surrounded 
when the Ansons and Lancashire Fusiliers 
retired in the face of annihilating machine 
gun fire. 

When the Ridge was ultimately cleared, 


Another 


PEACE hurriedly shut the gates of the 
Diplomatic Channel and came upon a 
huge steel door marked: 
Asylum No. 1938 

She pushed the door open and saw a 
beautiful garden full of sunshine and colour 
and fruits. But when she looked snore 
closely at the flowers and trees they became 
bombs, shells and rifles and gas-masks. 
The trunks of fine ash trees were cannons 
and the branches machine guns. All the 
birds sounded like aeroplane engines. 

“Tt don't understand this,” cried Peace. 

“Nobody does,” boomed a voice that 
seemed to be quite near to Peace. “Have 
a toasted shell? Or perhaps a nice buttered 
torpedo?” the voice went on. “I can’t cffer 


you any ARP. I’m sorry but its not quite 
cooked.” 
“Who are you?” Peace asked very 
politely. 
“The Armsmaker, at  everybody’s 


service,” went on the mysterious voice. 
” “ * 


Peace stared to see what the gentleman 
was like to look at, but the Armsmaker i.ad 
suddenly grown sv large that his povots 
alone towered above her head, and his face 
and body filled the whole sky. 

The darkness frightened Peace and she 
was glad to notice another little door. This 
one was marked: 


Peace Conference. 
“This must be my home,” cried Peace, 
and tapped on the door. “But I thought 


my name was just Peace, not Peace Con- 
ference.” 

“It isn’t you know, really,” the mysteriszus 
voice assured her. “Peace is always quali- 
fied by something else. For example: 
Peace with honour, or Fight for Peace.” 

“That sounds silly to me,” said Peace, 
who could be very firm. “If my name is 
Peace how can it be anything else?” 

“Don't ask me,” the voice said. 


“Oh, there you are,” said Peace. Mow 
small you’ve grown, Armsmaker.” 
“Ym very accommodating,” explained 


the Armsmaker, bowing to the ground 
“Ladies first. Go on, don't get frightened 
yet. It’s only a little crisis.” 

Peace knocked again timidly, and ~ lot 
of voices shouted: “Don’t come in!” 

But as everything was upside down in 
Twentieth Century land, Peace opened 
the door and went in. 

A lot of gentlemen in top hats and 
uniforms said rudely: “What do you 
want?” They all sat huddled together at 
one end of a long table, and they were 
squeezing and squashing some unfortunate 
creature into a sandwich. 

“Peace is a very dear friend of r..:1e,” 
said the Armsmaker. “We've come to tea. 
Any bomb-bombs left? Never mind I’ve 
got plenty.” 


O-toker S, 1938 
questions were asked about the Norfolks. 
“Killed to a man!” said the Turkish 
prisoners. 

To the British request to be taken to the 
bodies the Turks could not answer. The 
Norfolks had, they said, been buried. but 
they could not say where they had been 
buried. 

Search parties scoured the district 
thoroughly for a trace of them: but noth- 
ing so much as a button was ever found. 
Three hundred men simply vanished. Not 
a peaked cap. a rifle, a badge or a button 
was ever found. 


* 


"THE strangest case of all con- 

cerns that of the 500 French 

Foreign Legionnaires and the 150 crack 

Spahis, who vanished in 1904, after march- 

ing out of Saigon with orders to quell what 

threatened to be serious disturbances 
among the natives. 

That force of 650 men, among whom were 
to be found the toughest, most relentless 
fighters in the world, was considered 
strong enough to deal with a large force of 
badly-armed natives: it was backed by, 
light field guns. quantities of ammunition 
and enough food to last it during a long 
expedition. 

Yet the 650 men were never seen again. 
They marched out of Saigon never to re- 
turn. No news of major engagements 
filtered through. No natives could be per- 
suaded to say tnat they had seen the 
Legionnaires. None of the up-to-date 
equipment was ever found, not a rifle, not 
a field gun. not a sock or a boot or a horse. 
Lock, stock. and barrel, a strong force of 
troops simply vanished. 

Many theories have been advanced as to 
what happened to them: but not one 
theory is based on anything reasonable. 
The disappearance of the Legionnaires and 
their Spahi friends goes down as another 
baffling mystery of the “lost armies.” 


Mad Tea Party 


He gave everyone present a bomb-bomb, 
but they all had to pay for it. 

“No room. no room,” the Soldiers and 
Politicians cried as Peace shyly walked to 
the big table. 

“But there’s plenty of room,” said Peace 
indignantly, remembering what her friend 
Alice said in Wonderland. She sat down, 
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feeling very lonely and uncomfortable, at 
the other end of the table. 

“Of course there’s plenty of room, my 
dear,” said the Armsmaker, who really 
seemed a nice man and so very, very oblig- 
ing. “Now let’s have another little Sales 
Talk.” 


? 


* * x 


Everybody immediately stopped quarrel- 
ling and pushing and shoving, and turned 
attentively to the Armsmaker. 

“How many buttered shells make a war?” 
asked the Armsmaker, absently giv.ng 
some out all round and taking cheques in 
exchange. 

“You should know!” exclaimed a poor 
little thing called the People, who was the 
creature Peace thought was a sandwich. 
It was being squeezed and squashed in 
between the Politicians and Soldiers, and 
could hardly get its breath. Whenever it 
could the People went to sleep. 

“So I do. Ha, ha, ha!” said the Arms- 
maker cheerfully. 

Peace thought that was a very silly 
riddle, but she felt sorry for the People. 

a 


* * * 


> 


“Have some Security,” said a Politician 
to Peace. 

Peace looked everywhere but couic'n't 
see any Security. ‘Where is it?” she said, 
angry at being teased. 

“There isn’t any!” everybody shouted, 
and their quarelling again woke the Peorle 
up. 

“I was dreaming about Security,” the 
People said sadly. 

“Tell us about it,” asked Peace, clapz:ing 
her hands excitedly. 

‘I’ve forgotten about it. Anyway,” the 
People added, now crying bitterly, 
“dreams always work out opposite, don't 
they?” 


“Don't cry,” said the Armsmaker sym- 
pathetically. “Have another Arms Pro- 
gramme.” 


“Thank you very much,” said the People 
and went off to sleep again. 

“Hey, don’t go to sleep yet,” cried the 
Armsmaker. “You haven’t paid me.” 

“TY can’t pay for years and years. J want 
some happiness,” said the People sleepily. 


“But you must pay,” argued the Arms- 
maker. He was getting terribly angry 
and Peace trembled. 

“Leave me alone,” mumbled the People. 
“I want to dream about Security.” 

= * - 


But everyone jumped on the People and 
squeezed and wrung it until thousands of 
IOU's dropped out of its mouth and 
pockets. 

“That's very cruel,” Peace interrupted, 
but no one listened to her. She wished 
she were back in the Diplomatic Channel, 
happily swimming around doing nothing. 
It was so nice and quiet there, and every- 
one was so polite. 

“Throw a bomb at them,” said the Arms- 
maker to Peace. 

“What will happen if I don't?” said 
Peace, who felt very contrary this morning. 

“You won't be a plural of you don’t,” 
said someone. 

“I don’t understand,” said Peace, quite 
mystified. “What’s a plural?” 

“Peace—that's singular, very singular,” 
explained the obliging Armsmaker, work- 


ing out sums in a big book. “And the 
plural of Peace is pieces.” 
“But I don’t want to be pieces. I prefer 


to be just myself,” argued Peace. 

“You mustn't contradict,” said the Arms- 
maker. “Besides, you can easily be stuck 
together again” 

“It’s never the same,” the People said, 
suddenly reappearing from under the 
table. “I’ve lost such a lot of me since I 
was stuck together again. Look at me?’ 

“What for?” everybody shouted. 

But the People had gone fast to sleep 
once more and it looked very happy dream- 
ing about Security. 

x *" * 

The Armsmaker now sat in an office, 
called “Safety First,” that must have been 
there all the time. 

The Politicians and Soldiers formed a 
noisy, quarrelling queue and came out 
laden with Arms Programmes. Each cne 
whispered to the People “Danger!”, which 
woke it up. Then the poor thing had to 
buy an Arms Programme, which it paid 
for with an IOU. Consequently the People 
never went to sleep. 

Peace left through the same door and 
went sadly on until she came to another 
mysterious entrance. This was called: 

Sanity: 
Shut for Repairs. 

“I mustn’t cry,” Peace said, feeling 
certain that she was lost. “Because it’s 
not real, really, and I am sure to wake up 
soon.” 

But she went on crying bitterly, and she 
could hear the People stiJl sleepily pro- 
testing: “Leave me alone, please. I want 
to dream about Security.” 
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irst article under this heading 


LEYTON RICHARDS 


writes on 


RIVAL FAITHS 


The writer wishes to point out that this 
article was written several weeks before 
the recent crisis became acute. It would 
have been natural and inevitable to refer 
to it had he been writing now. 7 


HE pacifist is often told that 

~ he lacks realism in that he 

“walks by faith, not by sight”: 

his head is in the clouds, and he is 

blind to the solid and stubborn facts of 

human nature, especialiy when that nature 
is typified by a dictator. 


You cannot disarm a Hitler or Mussolini 
by honeyed words or by pleas for modera- 
tion: you might as well argue with a mad 
dog! 

I am not aware that any pacifist pre- 
scribes honeyed words as a remedy for the 
present world situation (such an allegation 
rests upon a fundamental misunderstand- 
ing of the pacifist position); but I gladly 
admit that the pacifist “ walks by faith and 
not by sight,” for his whole attitude is 
governed by certain cardinal convictions 
upon which he is himself prepared to act. 
and which he commends for the practice 
of statecraft. 


Those convictions include a belief in the 
supreme value of human personality. and 
a reliance upon cooperation rather than 
competition as a law of life. 


* 


IF he is a professing Christian, the 

% pacifist finds both these posi- 
tions (as well as much else) embodied and 
exemplified in the reaction of Jesus Christ 
to men and things 1,900 years ago; and he 
acknowledges that reaction as a revelation 
at once of the will of God and the duty of 
man 


Speaking for myself at the moment. I 
accept the Christian position not on the 
authority of the Church, or the New Testa- 
ment. or any of the historic creeds of 
Christendom; but simply because I “ can do 
no other,” when I have once glimpsed some- 
thing of the quality of Christ’s life. 


God cannot be less than the best I know 
and I find the best on the Gospel page. 
Like all ultimate truth, the central truths 
of the Christian revelation are self- 
authenticating: they can neither be proved 
nor disproved: but once seen, they can 
never be doubted. and they become the 
basis of that “faith” by which the 
Christian “ walks.” 


* 


VAJHEN applied to the issues of 

**" war and peace, of cooperation 
and conflict in. any realm of life, the 
Christian faith provides certain general 
principles by which we can. and ought, to 
guide our conduct. 


For if the will and way of God are seen 
in Jesus Christ, then in God's world it is 
as foolish, and in the long run as disastrous 
to ignore the Christian way in human 
affairs as it would be to ignore the laws of 
nature (which also reflect God's will in 
their respective spheres) in building a 
house or constructing a machine. 


It is for this reason that the pacifist 
mects the demand for participation in 
war with an unyielding “no”; for to do 
anything else would be to act upon prin- 
ciples which conflict with the moral order 
of the universe as seen in Jesus Christ. 
And for the same reason the pacifist 

insists that there is always an alternative 
to war, if only statesmen and peoples alike 
are willing to adopt it. 


That alternative way is familiar to the 
readers of Peace News; for it has become 
a commonplace of pacifist thinking. It 
was, I believe, Clausewitz, the Prussian 
writer'on war a century ago, who first in- 
dicated explicitly the relation which always 
exists between a ‘nation’s policy and its 


ry 
armaments; but, this being so, it follows 
that it is possible by a pacifist policy to 
undercut the need for armaments and by 
peaceful means to ward off the threat of 
war. 


* 


LJNFORTUNATELY rearmament 

is pursued by one country 

after another as though it were the one and 

only means of preventing war; and yet the 

concentration upon ARP shows that the 

Government itself has no real confidence in 

the hoary pagan fallacy that “if you wish 
for peace, you must prepare for war.” 


Lord Runciman’s appointment as adviser 
in the Czech tangle was a definite step in 
the right direction; but what is needed is the 
pursuit of a positive policy of peace with 
the same zest and initiative with which 
governments now prosecute the piling up of 
armaments. 


Moreover, there is no need to wait upon 
the studied procrastination and duplicity of 
the dictatorships in order to implement such 
a policy. 

Forthwith for instance, and “ without tar- 
rying for any,” the British Government 
could, if if would, urge an armistice in 
Spain (and in China) and extend its good 
offices—and incidentally its financial re- 
sources—to bring it about. 


A clear, disinterested call to the con- 
science of a fear-stricken world, crying 
“halt” to the present barbarities, would 
reach across frontiers and win a popular 
response everywhere. 


The universal acclamation which greeted 
Mr. Neville Chamberlain's bold and far- 
seeing decision to meet Hitler face to face 
is undeniable evidence of the readiness of 
the people everywhere to respond to such a 
call. 


* 


But the call would be doubly 

effective if it were re-enforced 

by action which demonstrated our own 
bona fides. 


The kind of action needed is not difficult 
to envisage. It would include the immedi- 
ate renunciation of “bombing for police 
purposes ” by Great Britain, a definite invi- 
tation to all nations concerned to confer (as 
George Lansbury is always urging) with a 
view to severing the League of Nations 
Covenant from the Treaty of Versailles. and 
then rewriting the treaty itself in terms of 
permanent peace instead of in terms of an 
Allied victory. 


*. demand for the tabling of grievances 
and a premise to examine and remedy 
them, could hardly be refused; and this 
could be coupled with positive proposals 
for mutual disarmament. 


Incidentally it has to be remembered that 
the grievances are not all on one side. From 
a human point of view. the persecution of 
Jews is a scandal which cries aloud for 
remedy; so is the outlawry of political 
opponents, whether in Germany or in India: 
and these would al! need to come under 
review, 

Then, why is not something of this sort 
done, instead of an apparent acquiescence in 
the steady drift toward war? 


The answer of course is complex, and no 
single formula will suffice. But one can- 
not touch the minds of one’s fellow-citizens 
for long without discovering that one of the 
leading elements in the present concentra- 
tion upon rearmament is the feeling that 
the pacifist faith (however admirable in 
itself) is an unreliable basis for the conduct 
of statecraft in the world as it is. 


* 


¥ SHOULD like to make two com- 

ments upon that feeling. The 

first is this; in all human action—and not 
least in international affairs —it is never a 
choice between faith and no faith, but 


always between faith in one thing and faith 
in another. 


The pacifist faith is rejected by many 
people in the name of realism; but actually 
the non-pacifist is no less moved by faith 
than is the pacifist. Pushed to extremes, 
the difference between the two is the differ- 
ence between faith in God and faith in 
violence. 


The pacifist believes that in a divinely- 
ordered world, fidelity to the divine will is 
a supreme obligation, and that in the long 
Tun all else works out its own destruction. 


He is fortified in this faith when he sees 
how modern war fails at the very point 
which is its alleged justification, namely 
its ability to defend those who appeal to 
arms; for all it can do is to invite a nation 
to self-destruction in the very act of de- 
stroying the enemy. 


The non-pacifist, on the other hand, 
“walks by faith” in the power of high ex- 
plosive, poison gas, and other abominations; 
that is, he acts in the belief that in the last 
resort he can achieve desirable ends by 
these admittedly undesirable means. Some- 
how, peace will be the issue of war; and 
freedom and democracy will be defended 
by putting them in cold storage “for the 
duration” (as the phrase used to be from 
1914 to 1918). 


The point is of course that there is no 
guarantee that violence or a threat of 
violence will succeed; so that an appeal to 
arms is always a terrific venture of faith, 
with the certainty of infinite disaster 


thrown in. 
* 
OREOVER, the non-pacifist’s 
faith is not nowadays well- 


founded in experience. whatever may have 
been the case in days gone by; for belief in 
the efficacy of violence does not necessarily 
ensure peace; indeed, there is a good deal to 
suggest the exact opposite. 


Dick Sheppard 
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No great nation, for instance, was ever 
overawed by force so completely as Ger- 
many after 1918; but the result of such a 
policy is written big in the fears and frayed 
nerves of the present time. 


The wisest of men (who was not 
Socrates!) foresaw this when he said, 
“they that take the sword shall perish by 
the sword ”; and I prefer, therefore, to pin 
my faith in his wisdom than to rest it upon 
the proved futility of rearmament. 


Certainty is of course no more possible in 
the one case than in the other; for in both 
cases we have to “ walk by faith and not by 
sight.” But, as between faith in God and 
faith in those methods of violence which 
contradict God, or violate the moral order, 
the issue can hardly be in doubt for rational 
men. 


My second comment upon hesitation to 
accept the pacifist faith is this: the efficacy 
or otherwise of that faith in any given 
situation can never be known until we try 
it out. 


We have tried faith in armaments; we 
actually fought a “ war to end war” twenty 
years ago, and the fear of war is greater 
today than ever before; we fought to “ make 
the world safe for democracy,” and today 
democracy is everywhere in peril. 


Then, aS a mere matter of worldly- 
wisdom, is it not tim: that we at least 
put the pacifist faith to the test? 

There is an all-but-universal wish for 
peace, and in the light of that fact there is 
every probability that a policy of construc- 
tive statesmanship, bent, upon allaying 
legitimate grievances, woald evoke such @ 
response from the peoples everywhere that 
the dictatorships would speedily lose caste 
and would therefore cease to be a menace. 
Then, in the resulting atmosphere of good 
will and hope. situations’ which now 
threaten the world with disaster would dis- 
solve in a mutual endeavour to rebuild a 
stable world order. 


* 
HE theme could be developed in 
detail and at considerable 


length: but the vital point for the pacifist is 
to recognize that he need never apologize 
for the fact that he “ walks by faith and not 
by sight.” 

Those who dismiss or discount the pacifist 
position do exactly the same, and they 
therefore cannot rightly reproach the 
pacifist on that account. 

The sole question each has to answer is: 
Faith in what or in whom? 

My own answer to that question is a 
Christian one and I cannot answer for other 
people. ButI find that if I start with faith 
in Christ, I cannot endorse the works of war, 
and I must perforce stand for the policies of 
peace. 


Memorial Club 


for London 


THE West End is now to have its own Dick 

Sheppard Club, arrangements having 
been made with the authorities of the 
King’s Weigh House Church for the ten- 
ancy of three excellent rooms in that build- 
ing. 

The King’s Weigh House Church iz two 
minutes from Selfridge’s or from Bond 
Street Tube Station, on the south side of 
Oxford Street. Entry to the front of the 
church is in Duke Street, but to the club 
premises, Thomas Street. A position such 
as this is clearly admirable. 

The clu will be open daily from 3 to 10 
p.m., and will afford opportunities both for 
members and friends to meet one another, 
to write their letters, to studs pacifist and 
other literatures, to have meetings and dis- 
cussions and, not least, to have light re- 
freshments at quite moderate prices. 


NOT EXCLUSIVE 


It is not suggested that the club should be 
confined to pacifists, but rather that it 
should be a means of interesting people in 
the question of pacifism and, perhaps 
especially, the duty of the Christian Church 
in regard to social and political issues. 

Those who wish to join will not be re- 
quired to be members of any political 
association or any religious organization, 
but only to be people who want to 
advance those ideas and that manner of 
life which are associated with the name 
of Dick Sheppard. 

It will be possible for the club to be open 
by the anniversary of Dick Sheppard’s 
aeath. It will be dedicated by Canon Raven 
after the morning service at the King’s 
Weigh House Church on Sunday, October 
30. 

On that morning Canon Raven will be 
preaching at the Weigh House with special 
reference to Dick Sheppard's work and wit- 


ness, while, at night, the Archdeacon of 
Westminster, the Ven. Lewis Donaldson, 
will be speaking on a similar subject. 


The governing body of the club has not yet 
been fully formed, but we are able to say that 
Dick Sheppard's daughter. Miss Peggy Sheppard, 
is willing to be one of its members. 

The membership fee for the club will probably 
be about 5s. a quarter, but this, and similar 
details, will be fixed later. 


It is hoped by the promoters that this club 
may offer a much-necded centre in the West 
End of London both for those interested in 
pacifism who live in London and for those others 
who come to London from time to time. It may 
become a home for the ever-growing pacifist 
family and. perhaps, a refuge for those who feet 
isolated and perplexed. 


Further particulars can be had from: The 
Rev. C. Paul Gliddon, King’s Weigh House 
Church, Duke Street, Oxford Street, London, 
WL. 


———IN MEMORIAM 


DICK SHEPPARD 
Died: October 31, 1937 


It will be remembered that almost the last 
enterprise of Dick Sheppard's life was the 
carrying through of arrangements for a weekty 
celebration of Holy Communion in tha Crypt 
of St. Paul's Cathedral on Wednesdays, at 
7.45 a.m. Ever since his death these celebra- 
tions have been maintained but, on October 
31, the first anniversary of his death, there 
will be two additional celebrations, as it is 
felt that very many people may wish to 
temember him then in this way. 


These two celebrations will take place in the 
erypt, by permission of the Dean and Chapter, 
at 7.30 a.m. and 8.15 a.m. 


In connexion with the same anniversary there 
will be services at the King’s Weigh House 
Church, in whose work Dick Sheppard was 
especially interested. At I! a.m. the preacher 
will be Canon Raven and, in the evening, 
the Ven. Lewis Donaldson, Archdeacon of 
Westminster. 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter 
what their approach. Its activity is not 
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a constructive peace policy. Members are 
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I renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to The Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. 
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The Present Task 


HAT the method of negotiation was 
preferred last week to the method of 
mass murder is a matter for nothing but 
unfeigned thankfulness to all concerned. 


Nor is it profitable, now, to wrangle over 
the circumstances in which the choice was 
made or the effort carried through. What- 
ever be said of them, it remains true that 
war would have been infinitely worse— 
not only, or even so much, because of the 
horror of the massacre itself, but because 
it would not have settled either the osten- 
sible or the real points at issue. 


Whether this preference for negotiation 
represents the beginning of a new era or 
not depends not so much upon the circum- 
stances of the past as upon present signs 
and future action. Mr. CHAMBERLAIN and 
HERR HITLER have joined the no more war 
movement (though the terms of their 
pledge did not exactly coincide with those 
of the organization of that name)! The 
former has been invited at any rate to 
consult with S1GNor MUSSOLINI over im- 
mediate differences. 


What are they doing about it? 


More important still, what are we who 
applaud at least the possible implications 
of such relationships between nations doing 
about it? 


Are we taking too literally Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN’S advice to “sleep quietly ” 
on the ground that “it is peace for our 
time,” regardless of the renewed and more 
ominous signs of the coming of conscrip- 
tion (via the national register) and even 
greater armament? 


Are we so blindly full of admiration for 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN that we quite overlook 
the fact that he still believes in arms? 


Are we, while recognizing that fact, so 
impressed with his spectacular talks, first 
with Herr HITLER, then with the heads of 
three Governments, that we assume that 
the method of conference has come to stay 
and that it can safely be left to those Gov- 
ernments to remove all the causes of war? 


W2 believe that before this year (if not 
this month) is out further encroachments 
on the people’s liberty (not to mention 
their pockets) will be threatened. Whether 
that liberty will be successfully guarded 
or not depends upon whether the people 
are prepared to pay the price in vigilance. 


Already the moral of the crisis is being 
claimed to be that we must arm even more 
heavily. The obvious argument that, if 
our country and Germany have now been 
pledged to consultation instead of war over 
every difference that should arise between 
us (though our signature of the Kellogg 
Pact already makes the principle applica- 
ble to all countries), an#@if we have demon- 
strated that the method of negotiation is 
possible even in the worst stage of crisis, 
there is therefore no need of arms or ARP 


is not so obvious to those who govern us|’ 


that it can be allowed to go without saying. 


But more important even than 
pressing the moral of disarmament and 
watching our liberties, since its success 
would make koth of these infinitely easier, 
is to concentrate every ounce of energy 
and the whole of our attention on pressing 
for the full application of the method of 
Jonference to all the causes of war—to the 
real causes, which, for all our jubilation at 
finding ourselves alive this week instead 
of dying like flies, have not yet been 
touched. 
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THE CRISIS IS OVER, BUT 


WHAT of the FUTURE ? 


FE should not be human if 

we did not confess to ex- 

periencing a sense of un- 
speakable relief on hearing of the 
agreement to hold the Munich 
Conference, and later that a settle- 
ment had been reached. But as 
pacifists we realized that another 
world war would not only have 
shattered our civilization physically, 
but so poisoned and vitiated the 
mind of the entire human race as to 
make the construction of a sane and 
peaceful world impossible. 


From that final calamity we have been 
thankfully saved, but at a terrible price. 
And who, even now, dare speak of lasting 
peace? 


T cannot erase from my mind a poignant 
moment which I am sure we all experienced 
as we heard the account over the wireless of 
Mr. Chamberlin’s visit to Munich. We 
heard the announcer’s account of what had 
happened there. Then came the record- 
ings of Mr. Chamberlain’s landing at 
Heston, of his dramatic production of the 
Hitler-Chamberlain document with its 
promise of Anglo-German collaboration to 
secure the peace of Europe, and the tumul- 
tuous cheering which followed. 


And then, sudden as lightning our hearts 
were torn with the helpless and pathetic 
cry of Czechoslovakia, whose kingdom had 
been dismembered, whose wealth had been 
bartered away, and whose future freedom 
had been jeopardized, without consultation 
or even a “by your leave,” except under 
duress. 


That cry of Czechoslovakia was a chal- 
lenge to our sincerity. After witnessing 
the chariot of peace riding roughshod over 
that little and helpless country, and con- 
templating its riders, their ideologies and 
records, I felt far from happy, and knew in 
the depths of my soul that the vigilance and 
determination of pacifists were more vitally 
necessary today than ever. 


Let us beware lest the peace that comes 
to the whole of Europe is the peace of 
robotism and the concentration camp. 


Yet, despite the wrongs involved in it. I 
rejoiced that the peace had been main- 
tained. Better this peace than war. But 
we should be unwise not to reflect upon it, 
grasp what it signifies and what prospects it 
offers of attaining real and permanent peace. 


WT is well to remember that the era of 
peacemaking we are now said to be 
entering registers in its first achievement 
one of the greatest triumphs of power 
politics on record. Germany, ignored and 
rebuffed for twenty years, during which she 
was unarmed, is listened to and given the 
complete or almost complete satisfaction of 
her demands now that she is superarmed. 


Another tragedy is that the price of peace 
has had to be paid by a small nation which 
to some extent has been an instrument in 
furthering the interests of France in par- 
ticular, but also of Britain. Now, alas, both 
Powers are seeking to derive added prestige 
from a peace for which Czechoslovakia has 
made the major sacrifice. 


T agree at once that the Sudeten Germans 
had real cause for complaint, that they 
should have the right to go to Germany if 
they want to, and also that it was probably 
a mistake for the State of Czechoslovakia to 
have been formed at all. 


But it was formed, partly through the 
persistence of the Czechs, who had fought 
long and hard for, and in any case had a 
right to. freedom, but partly because the 
Allied Powers, and particularly France, 
saw the advantage of having an ally, 
strongly armed to serve as a buffer on 
Germany’s Eastern border to check any 
tendency on the part of Germany to ex- 
pand eastward. 


Hence, ever since the War, Czecho- 
slovakia has been a vital factor in the 
French strategical system, for which reason 
France has always guaranteed her integ- 
rity In due course Russia was brought 
within the purview of that strategy, whence 
in case of a war with Germany, she would 
be able to use Czechoslovakia as an air base 
for operating against Germany. Accord- 
ingly Czechoslovakia has all along been the 
most heavily arnfed of all the Balkan and 
Danubian Powers. 


asks 


Wiltred Wellock 


TOW it so happens that this strategical 
function which Czechoslovakia has 
been fulfilling stands in the way of Ger- 
many’s expansionist policy. I believe that 
Hitler was wholly sincere in desiring to end 
the persecution of the Sudeten Germans. 
Also for ideological (racial) reasons he de- 
sired to bring them within the Reich. But 
in my opinion Hitler’s recent action, made 
with such fierce determination and urgency, 
was largely prompted by his expansionist 
aims. 


During the last three or four years Ger- 
many has been concentrating on the de- 
velopment of trade with the Danubian 
States, viz., Hungary, Yugoslavia, Rumania, 
and Bulgaria, with considerate success. Her 
aim apparently is to create a German econo- 
mic hegemony over South-East Europe, she 
to supply the bulk of the manufactured 
goods, and the other countries the food and 
raw materials of which Germany stands in 
dire need. 


The capture of the raw materials and in- 
dustries of the Sudeten area of Czecho- 
slovakia was vital to this scheme, while the 
weakening of Czechoslovakia through the 
loss of areas to Poland and Hungary in addi- 
tion to that of the Sudetenland, which con- 
tain Czechoslovakia’s chief fortifications and 
her natural mountain defences, would free 
Germany from the menace of the Franco- 
Russo-Czechoslovakian strategy. Hence 
Hitler’s remark to Mr. Chamberlain the 
other day that he had no further territorial 
designs in Europe. His conquest is to be 
economic rather than territorial. 


Ru how do France and Britain react to 
this plan? They fear it, and will 
probably try to thwart it, but they accept 
the situation so far as Czechoslovakia is 
concerned as the lesser of two evils. 


Daladier and Chamberlain realize that 
enormous changes have taken place in 
recent years, and that the issue of imperi- 
alism, profoundly important as it still is, is 
nevertheless secondary to the issue of the 
class struggle; and the simple fact is that 
neither of them dares see the fascist dicta- 
torships of Germany and Italy overthrown. 
They believe that the alternative to fascism 
is communism, and that communism in 
Russia, Germany and Italy would consti- 
tute a menace to world capitalism. to avert 
which every sacrifice must be made. 


That fact was, in my opinion, the primary 
reason why Mr. Chamberlain made such 
desperate efforts to come to terms with 
Hitler over Czechoslovakia, and why Hitler 
pressed his terms so hard. He knew, of 
course, that he held the whip hand. Mr. 
Chamberlain genuinely wanted peace, and 
feared the terrible consequences of another 
world war, but looming large among those 
consequences was-the possible threat to the 
future of the capitalist system. 


I therefore ask: What of the future? Is 
the imperialist struggle at last to end? I 
wish I could think so. Just as the dis- 
memberment of Czechoslovakia is a reply 
to the Treaty of Versailles, so Hitler’s 
attempt to create a German hegemony in 
South-East Europe is a reply to Ottawa 
and the present condition of imperialist 
domination. Hence the imperialist strug- 
gle, with all its menaces, will continue. 


The question of colonies for Germany is 
to be raised and. unless public be informed, 
the problem will be “solved” by handing 
over certain colonies to Germany. 


JRURTHERMORE, in due course will come 

aterrificslump. In that slump France 
and Britain will suffer more acutely than 
the fascist countries, since the latter, by 
reason of their centralized control of the 
means of production and distribution, will 


From Robert Bridges’s 
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be able to prevent the mass unemployment 
which will obtain under the free capitalism 
of the former. 


Moreover, the effect of the territorial and 
economic expansion of the fascist Powers 
will be to drive France and Britain increas- 
ingly within the confines of their empires. 
And in the next slump it will not be pos- 
sible to save the situation by a second 
“Ottawa.” That bolt could only be shot 
once. Hence the fear of social upheaval 
will lead to the taking of measures which 
will head directly toward fascism. 


What, then, is to happen? Are Cham- 
berlain, Daladier, Hitler and Mussolini 
really going to,establish liberty and peace, 
and secure disarmament, in Europe? I 
hope they will, but we must remember that 
a section of the Conservative Party has been 
clamouring for the Four-Power Pact, for a 
considerable time, and that Mr. Chamber- 
lain was generally believed to support the 
proposal. 


Lord Londonderry’s book, Ourselves and 
Germany, is a plea for the Four-Power 
Pact as a means of defence against bolshe- 
vism. Also, ‘let us remember that Mr. 
Eden became Foreign Secretary as the re- 
sult of the national outburst against the 
Laval-Hoare Pact, and was driven from that 
post on the issue of the Anglo-Italian 
Treaty. 


Does anyone doubt that, as a reward for 
his services during recent days, Mussolinl 
will be rewarded with the Anglo-Italian 
Treaty, which he badly wants? Whereas 
the Four-Power Pact, which normally 
would have been stoutly opposed on every, 
side, has become an established fact, Russia 
is obviously being given the cold shoulder 
and isolated. 


Accordingly I cannot refrain from ask- 
ing: Are these the signs of peace? Remem- 
bering all these things my soul revolts all 
the more against the exploitation of the 
present situation for political party ends. 
Emotional intoxication is even more dan- 
gerous than alcoholic, and in this case may. 
result in placing almost unlimited power in 
the hands of Mr. Chamberlain which in the 
times that are coming will probably be used 
to further ends which are the antithesis of 
those for which it would be given. 


EF the Prime Minister is sincere in what 

he has sought to convey to the minds of 
the British people during the last few days, 
disarmament ought to be commenced next 
week, while a declaration that a world con- 
ference—not the four-Power conclave—is to 
be called immediately to deal specifically 
with national boundaries and imperialism 
and all the matters therein involved, should 
be made forthwith. 


Chamberlain’s sincerity must be put to 
the test, and we must not rest until he has 
taken steps which give promise of satisfy- 
ing the expectations he has raised. To be 
effective, however, we must take pains to 
inform the public of the real obstacles to, 
and the conditions of, peace. 


Vigilance and determined effort must be 
the portion of every Peace Pledge Union 
member in these critical times. It will bea 
supreme crime if the recent crisis and the 
opportunities for great deeds which it has 
presented to those in authority, and to us 
as a people, is used to increase armaments, 
to bring the entire community within the 
grip of the military machine, to stimulate 
fear, to rob the people bit by bit of their 
liberty, and to foster every reactionary 
tendency. 


This may be the last chance that will be 
offered us before events laden with menaces 
to freedom and to peace spring upon us, 
perhaps as a just retribution for a course of 
life in its national and international aspects 
alike, of the evil of which we have had 
ample warning. 


“Testament of Beauty” 


Now music’s prison’d raptur and the drown’d voice of truth 


mantled in light’s velocity, over 


land and sea 


are omnipresent, speaking aloud to every ear, 


into every heart and home their 


unhinder’d message, 


the body- and soul of Universal Brotherhood; 


whereby war faln from savagery 


to fratricide, 


from a trumpeting vainglory to a crying shame, 
stalketh now with blasting curse branded on its brow, 
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EMANDS FOR PEACE, DESPITE 


Publicity 


for Pacifist 
Manifesto 
in Other 
Lands 


"THE demand for the calling of a world 
conference, at which the founda- 
tions of a just and lasting peace be- 
tween all nations can be laid—made in 
the statement issued by the Peace 
Pledge Union at the height of the crisis 
—continues to grow in other lands. 


It was the keynote of a declaration last 
week by the French ex-Service men’s 
organization, Ligue des Anciens Combat- 
tants Pacifistes. In Ireland also it has found 
expression in a telegram urging Mr. de 
‘Valera to call immediately a conference of 
all nations; signatures to the telegram were 
obtained from the public by the Irish Anti- 
War Crusade in Dublin. 


EX-SERVICE MEN’S 
CALL 


The French ex-Service men’s statement, 
after expressing full support for President 
Roosevelt’s message to Hitler and Dr. 
Benesh (in which he urged that there should 


Irish Government to 
Aid of Pacifists 


Wan the Irish Anti-War 
Crusade tried to dispatch their telegram 
to Mr. de Valera, who was in Geneva as 
president of the League of Nations 
Assembly, they found all wires were held 
up. While in this predicament, however, 
they received an offer of Government 
assistance (reports the War Resisters' 
International), and the telegram was 
dispatched on the private wire of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs ! 


be no resort to force) recalled that the 
President of the Ligue des Anciens Com- 
battants Pacifistes had himself appealed to 
Mr. Roosevelt only a few days previously. 
The LACP expressed sympathy with the 
Czechoslovak people, and continued: 

It {the LACP) renews its constant appeals 
for the calling of an international conference, 
for, whatever may be the result of the con- 
versations in progress concerning the Czecho- 
slovak question, other problems will remain 
In suspense, and the world cannot remain 
under the constant menace of forceful coups. 

These questions must be dealt with, not 
when they have become immediate causes of 
conflict, but in an atmosphere of justice and 
mutual comprehension. 

While the Munich talks were in progress 
the Ligue des Anciens Combattants Paci- 
fistes sent a telegram to M. Daladier asking 
him to take advantage of the meeting of 
the heads of the four governments to put 
forward the idea of a more general con- 
ference to deal with questions dividing the 
peoples, especially in the economic sphere. 
Telegrams to Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Cham- 
berlain also urged the need for a world 
conference. 


PACIFIST STATEMENT 
IN PRESS 


The fact that the Irish Anti-War Crusade 
invited signatures to the telegram urging 
Mr. de Valera to carry out his proposal and 
call a world conference was made known by 
prominently displayed advertisements in 
the Irish Times, Irish Press, and the Inde- 
pendent. 

In the advertisements there was also re- 
produced in full the Peace Pledge Union’s 
statement on the crisis. 

The following steps to give publicity to 
the Peace Pledge Union’s manifesto on the 
crisis are reported by the War Resisters’ 
International: 

Finland: Manifesto has been translated into 


Finnish and Swedish and sent to forty Finnish 
papers. 

Denmark: Here again the manifesto has been 
translated into Danish and published in the 
press. 

Norway: Similar action to Finland and Denmark. 

Belgium: Manifesto translated into Flemish and 
French and printed in papers in each language. 


(Pacifist Manifesto on Paris hoardings— 
Page three.) 


WAR THREAT 


The People’ s Voice 
During Crisis 
NEED TO SOLVE WIDER PROBLEMS 


dt 


N the anxious hours before last week’s announcement that Europe 
had been granted a respite from the imminent menace of war, the 
people’s will for peace—mobilized by the Pleace Pledge Union and 


other pacifist bodies—was making itself felt despite inspired attempts in 
the press to pretend that the nation was prepared to go to war. 
At the height of the crisis urgent remedies were being suggested—such as that of 


George Lansbury with a people’s mandate.” 
| But also being emphasized was the fact that 
the danger of war had arisen from the 
whole system of nationalist rivalry and 
power politics. 


OUTWORN NATIONALISM 

Thus Dr. Havelock Ellis, in a statement to 
Peace News before the Munich agreement 
(although he still endorses his words), insis- 
ted that “bones of contention—Alsatian, 
Sudeten, or others—will always exist so 
long as men go on thinking nationalistic- 
ally.” He continued: 

Nations are the most artificial creations of 
man, totally arbitrary for the most part, for 
the old racial notions are now scientifically 
exploded. 

That Europe is in a sore plight as the after- 
math of nations having mistakenly jumped at 
each other’s throat 24 years ago is no reason 
to continue piling castastrophe upon catas- 
trophe in the name of a murderous gospel long 
out of date in the light of science and common 
sense. Neither is it anything but madness to 
blame Germans for behaving like hogs in a 
Europe where they have been treated like hogs 
after a war for which cooler judgment has 
long since led most thinking people to find 


Susan Miles, the authoress, that peace-lovers should urge the Government to “Send 


wrongs fairly equal on both sides. Nor are 
hoggish dispositions so peculiar a phenomenon 
in Europe. He who sees the mote in his 
brother’s eyes does not see the beam in his 
own. 

Some of us would die happier should we 
see the group of fellow men to whom we be- 
long ready to stand, even at this time of crisis 
for an immediate proposal of total disarma- 
ment and and an invitation to all other nations 
in the world to meet through their represen- 
tatives with view to promoting parallel total 
disarmament and of creating the United States 
of Europe. 

No more patched up maps of intensified 
nationalities but the first draft of a new map, 
and the possibility of world-control of pro- 
duction, transport, and so on. 

England seems well placed to take such a 
step with hope of success if its uncompromising 
pacifists are called forth to repiace the type of 
worn-out and old-fashioned diplomatists. 


Dr. Whittingham, Bishop of St. Edmunds- 
bury and Ipswich, pointed out in his dio- 
cesan magazine that 

all points to the conclusion that war cannot 

be prevented by force or by the display of 


“ PACIFISM NOT CRIMINAL ” 


But Some Think 
Differently 


THREE PACIFISTS 
DISMISSED 


@IVING the first of a series of lectures on 

“Conscience and the State,” Mr. F. W. 
Adams, of the National Council of Civil 
Liberties, told members of the City of Lon- 
don group of the Peace Pledge Union that 
pacifism as such was no: a criminal offence, 
but in England there were lays which 
appeared to be directed mainly against 
pacifist propaganda. 

“The Incitement to Disaffection Act” 
made it an offence to disseminate literature 
which, if it got into the hands of a member 
of the Forces, would seduce him from his 
duty or allegiance. 

The most serious aspect of this Act had 
not been seen, for it was held in reserve for 
some occasion when the public would be 
prepared to see interference in something 
hitherto considered harmless. 

The Common Law may be and has been 


used against pacifists, when the police had | 


confiscated literature (illegally) for fear of 
a breach of the peace. 


CONSCRIPTION PLANS 


It was admittec that there were plans to 
conscript everybody and put them on some 
kind of service and it was likely that there 
was already some form of national register. 

Voluntary schemes—Civil Air Guard, 
ARP, Women’s Voluntary Service—bought 
many people under discipline and made 
them easier to deal with later, for they 
acquired a certain mentality and became 
part of the State machine. 

The Government could make an order to 
constrict activities over the heads of local 
authorities under the pretext of necessity, 
so that drastic restrictions on peace move- 
ments had to be expected should there ever 
be a time of war. 


THREE DISMISSALS 


During the past week three cases have come 
to our notice where pacifists have been dis- 
missed from office for refusing to do work which 
was against their principles. 

A young man from a West Riding town, who 
has had eight years’ experience in the printing 

' trade, refused to work on _a circular (apparently 


intended for local “big-wigs”) inviting sub- 
scriptions to enable the local territorial army 
battalion to be made more attractive for re- 
cruits. 

The young man explained his principles to the 
junior director, who deplored the attitude he 
had taken, and impressed upon him the con- 
sequences of it He did not, however, request 
the employee to reconsider his decision, but told 
him he must leave without notice and without 
pay in lieu. 

The printer is makin: application for unem- 
ployment benefit and expects later to appear 
before the court of referees. 


CHALLENGE TC LIBERTY 


“Another challenge to the principle of in- 
dividual liberty” was Miss M. Mawson's des- 
cription to Peace News this week of the case in 
which she and another probationary nurse were 
summarily dismissed from St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital Training School, in London. 

Miss Maw3;3.1 declined to be m:uasured for a 
gas mask. She told the matron that she had 
signed a pledge not to take part in any war or 
preparations for war, but the matron replied, “I 
have not time to go into all your silly reasons. 
Either do as I tell you or get out.” 

“I admit I had undertaken to abide by the 
rules and regulations of the hospital,” said Miss 
Mawson when interviewed, “but this was quite 
outside the normal civilian duties of the hos- 
pital. 

“It is an example of how one’s liberty is cur- 
tailed at the threat of war.” 
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Socialist Case against 


“FORWARD” 


Send a postcard for free specimen copy to: 


“Forward” Office, 26, Civic Street, Port Dundas, Glasgow. 


force, or by the threat of war. The only 

thing that will prevent war isa different heart, 

a real desire for peace, and a readiness to 

manifest the spirit of conciliation that makes 

for peace—in a word the spirit of Christ. 

Following are some indications of the way 
in which peace sentiment made itself felt 
during the crisis: 

Lancashire and Cheshire members of the 
Women’s International League, followmg a 
three days’ conference, wrote to 37 MPs (in- 
cluding the twelve women members), urs- 
ing them 

to press upon the Government the necessity 

of calling at the earliest possible moment a 

world conference, one of whose objects shall 

be the revision of such parts of the Peace 

Treaties of 1919 and 1920 as have become in- 

applicable, and whose continuance endangers 

the peace of the world. 

Coventry was one of the places where 
‘various bodies united to make their peace 
work more effective. A joint standing 
committee was elected to represent the 
Peace Pledge Union, Pathfinders of Peace, 
Fellowship of Christian Pacifists, and 
Christian Pacifist Party. Leaflet distribu- 
tion, a poster parade and a public meeting 
were arranged, and the need for an inter- 
national conference was stressed in com- 
munications to the press and the Govern- 
ment. 

Great activity by Hastings PPU group 
included nightly meetings on the beach (as 
well as one at Rye) and distribution of 
12,000 copies of a speciaily-written leaflet. 

Besides a visit to thd local MIP, Nuneaton 
members of the PPU secured prominence 
for the pacifist case in the local press by the 
publication of three letters and one article. 

Forty Rugby electors wrote to their MP 
urging a peaceful solution of the Czech 
problem, and a British lead in action to deal 
with underlying economic causes of world 
unrest. 

Southampton pacifists, including mem- 
bers of Fellowship of Reconciliation and the 
PPU, held a crowded public meeting, at 
which 900 people heard the views of 
several Free Church ministers and a 
Church of England curate. 

The madness of power politics, in which 
Czechoslovakia was but a pawn, was men- 
tioned by Mr. James Avery Joyce at an 
emergency public meeting held by Wemb- 
ley group of the PPU. Mr. Joyce said the 
present was an attempt by Germany to out- 
wit the Allies and to wriggle out of the 
humiliating conditions imposed on her by 
the Versailles Treaty. 

At Blackheath, where Mr. Joyce spoke 
again at an emergency meeting, Miss Sybil 
Morrison made a special appeal to women. 

Woodford branch of the PPU published an 
emergency, leaflet pointing out that “ War 
would mean disaster to all, including the 
Czechs.” It added: “If you want peace, 
write to your MP and the Prime Minister 
demanding that peace be preserved, at 
whatever cost to ourselves.” 
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INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN 
OPINION. 


Are you interested in solving the most pressing 
problems of the moment—the demand for 
Colonies, Peace and {nternationalism, Racial 
intolerance, etc. ? 

You should read International African Opinion, 
the monthly magazine expressing the views of 
Africans and their kin throughout the world. 
Published by The Internationa! African Service 
Bureau, 12a Westbourne Grove, London, W.2. 


Price 3d. 
Yearly subscription 3/6 post free. 


iz 


"rrr rrr rrr rrr rrr rr rrr 


TWOPENCE 


AMAA dd Ad dd ddd 


10 PPU Page PEACE NEWS: * October 8, 1938 
| x concerned. Their programme includes 
N i W & focapunn the FO Ui CORN EK FES public meetings at Liphook, Ropley, Win- 
chester and Southampton. 

P The secretary, C. W. Hope Gill assures 

EAST LONDON problems by violence. : Bute Se eae 
. Bayswater Canon Morris spoke of the sacrifices STOUPS In this region, however, that there 
Norwich are still plenty of vacant dates for mor 


"WHE important part which drama can play 
in pacifist propaganda has long been 
recognized Convincing evidence of the 
truth of this was provided recently by 
seven Oxford undergraduates, who ren- 
dered service to the cause of peace by 
devoting a fortnight of their vacation to 
the production of one-act pacifist plays. 

The Norwich group was fortunate in 
being the first to claim the offer of their 
services, and was able to make arrange- 
ments for performances, not only at Nor- 
wich, but also at Sheringham, Dereham, and 
Bungay. 

A moving and impressive opening was 
provided in the production of The Bishop’s 
Candlesticks, by Norman McKinnell, based 
an a well-known incident from Victor 
Hugo’s Les Miserables. 

The second play was Gertrude Jennings’ 
amusing Five Birds in a Cage, and this 
provided welcome comic relief, as well as 
some of the best acting of the evening. 

They concluded with a production of 
Martha Steinitz’s play Tarakin, in which 
the pacifist case was brought home to the 
audience in an unforgettable manner. 


Under the Oak Tree 


(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 


(The following is the abridged transla- 
tion of an account of his summer holiday 
by Vicente Rodriguez, the “head boy” at 
Basque House) 


AFTER many preparations the day for us 


to leave arrived. We were very 
happy, everyone talking, so that we 
scarcely noticed the journey between 
Langham and London. 

In the Stafford train I was alone, but 
from time to time the guard, who was to 
show me my station, came to see me, 

This part of my journey was nct very 
agreeable to me. At times I looked at an 
English newspaper; at others I looked out 
of the ‘window, seeing beautiful fields, 
trees, &c. 

At ten past one I arrived and was met 
by a gentleman, a lady, and a young lady, 
who all appeared to me to be very kind. 
We got into a car in which we arrived at 
a pretty house. ’ 

On one side of the house there was a 
garden and a tennis court; on the other, a 
kitchen garden with fruit trees and four 
beehives. I liked all this very much and 
it seemed to me that my holidays were 
going to be insurpassable, as indeed they 
proved. to be. 

After showing me to my room, which 
was very comfortable and prettily fur- 
nished, they called me for dinner. After- 
ward I read various newspapers and in the 
afternoon they took me for a drive in the 
car. 

This life reminded me of some Spanish 
families reunited and happy on welcoming 
a member of the family. 

One day they took me to the zoo, other 
days to the cinema, others to the country 
for tea and to see the view which cpened 
to us from a little hill. All this, just like 
being at home, was extremely pleasant for 
me, and I saw all the kindness and affection 
which these people extended to me. 

Then came August 5, the date of ovr 
return to Basque House. In the morning 
I packed my case and at a quarter past 
nine I left a house whcih I shall never for- 
get Accompanied by all, I arrived at.the 
station and a little later took leave, with 
tears, of this very kind family. 

T close by giving my warmest thanks to 
the Senores Clipstone and to the PPU for 


having given us yet another week of 


happiness and rest. 
* *x " 


A picture of other Basque children on 
holiday anpears on the opposite page. 

Alt donations should be sent to Basque Fund, 
Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, W.1. 
They will be most gratefully received. 


THANKS 

The following letter of thanks was 
written by Magdalena Garcia, on behalf of 
the children of Basque House, to the con- 


ference members of the PPU at Langham: 

Very grateful for your having sent us the 
mirrors; we send you, although a little late, the 
most sincere thanks in the name of all. 

We like the mirrors very much and they are 
of great service to us, as much to adorn our 
rooms as to afford us a little more convenience, 
seeing that before, to comb ourselves or to 
adjust some detail of our personal neatness, we 
had to go down to the bathroom; now, however, 
we can look at ourselves in the mirrors without 
the trouble of going anywhere whatsoever. 

With a little table which we have in our room 
(the big girls’ room) we have provided ourselves 
with a kind of dressing-table, putting on it one 
or two little things of very little value which we 
had, and one or two little flasks of Eau-de- 
Cologne which unfortunately are now finished. 


ACTING on the suggestion of the Spon- 

sors, members of the Dick Sheppard 
Centre at Bayswater, sent letters, on Sep- 
tember 26, to the Prime Minister, and to 
the local MPs. 

Each was told that they relied on him to 
reach a peaceful solution of the Czecho- 
slovakia crisis, with the reminder that a 
resort to violence would settle nothing and 
would indeed create more problems than 
it set out to solve. 

City 

Addressing a crowded meeting of the 
City group, on “Peace and the Roman 
Catholic Church,” Lawrence Travers said 
that the traditional view of the Catholic 
Church had been that there could be such 
a thing as a just war; that on certain con- 
ditions, laid down in the Middle Ages by 
the proper authorities, it was legitimate to 
resist force by force. 

Nevertheless there had been a minority 
opinion, and since 1914 consciences had re- 
volted. Men had questioned whether any 
modern war could be a just war. The 
-“ Pax” movement was one example of the 
ever-increasing divergence from the tradi- 
tional view on this issue. 

The present Pope and his predecessor 


ane condemned war as a monstrous crime. 


They had made numerous efforts to stop 
the last war and to prevent another, but 
their suggestions were ignored by all 
governments. 
Herne Hill 

“World Peace from an Oriental Stand- 
point” was the subject of a lecture given 
‘by J. A. L. Cooray before the Herne Hill 
group recently. 

He said that the more he looked at the 
world today the more inclined he was to 


agree with Mr. Bernard Shaw that this 
earth was used by all the other planets as 
a lunatic asylum. 

Mr. Roosevelt once said that ninety per- 
cent of the people of the world desired 
peace. 

Even this was an underestimate, for that 
great silent mass of peasant cultivators of 


Asia certainly. harboured no _ warlike 
ambitions. es 
A solution of the Czech problem 


could only be obtained through the com- 


bination of all these peace-loving .peoples 
directed toward their mutual welfare. 

On September 25 Nigel Spottiswoode 
addressed an open-air meeting in Brock- 
well Park. 

The crowd, numbering about 200 people, 
was very sympathetic, and even in some 
cases enthusiastic. The speaker dealt with 
the causes of the present international un- 
rest, tracing them back to the Treaty of 
Versailles and the subsequent rise of Hitler 
as a “saviour” of the German people. 

These meetings will continue weekly as 
long as possible, commencing at 3 p.m., and 
cooperation is invited from all members of 
PPU living in the neighbourhood. 


MIDLANDS 
Birmi am 
GEVEN hundred copies of Peace News 
were ordered for sale in the streets of 
Birmingham and its outlying districts dur- 
ing the week ending October 1. 

A long poster parade was arranged cn 
the Friday to advertise a public meeting 
which was held in the Bull Ring the same 
evening. In spite of heavy rain the poster 
parade and the meeting both proved 
successful. 

Hundreds of handbills and copies of the 
message from the Sponsors were distri- 
buted prior to a meeting on the Thursday 
evening on the subject of ARP, held under 
the auspices of the Left Book Club. 
Northampton 

A week-end conference on “ Civilization 
and Pacifism” was held by the North- 
ampton group on September 17 and 18. 
Over eighty members attended, coming 
from Northampton, Wellingborough, Ket- 
tering, Rushden, Bedford, Thrapston, and 
Daventry. 

Hospitality was arranged by the North- 
ampton group. 

Three lectures were given during the 
week-end by John P. Fletcher (London), 
followed by discussion. The subjects were: 
(a) “ What is Civilization?”’; (b) “ What is 
Pacifism?”; and (c) “The Present Crisis.” 

On the Sunday evening a simple devo- 
tional hour was held, the leader being 
Canon Stuart Morris. 

As a result of the conference, £7 15s. 6d. 
was handed over to Basque House. 


NORTH 
Horsforth 


@PEAKING at a meeting at Horsforth on 

September 29, Canon Morris appealed 

to his hearers to face the facts of the crisis 
without hysteria. 

The problems of today were the after- 

math of the last attempt to settle world 


Czechoslovakia had been asked to make, 
and asked whether other nations should 
not be prepared to offer sacrifices of terri- 
tory and sovereign rights in the cause of 
peace. 

For two years pacifists had been urging 
the calling of a new peace conference be- 
fore it was too late. Canon Morris urged 
that the conference at Munich should be 
regarded as only the preliminary to the 
world economic conference, when an 
attempt could be made to build a new 
world order based on fellowship and 
justice. 

Dr. Kathleen Rutherford, of Harrogate, 
who presided, appealed to all women to 
renounce war immediately, and refuse to 
take part in or support another war in any 
shape or form. She was convinced that if 
-women would make that stand there would 
be no’ more war. “* 

Leeds 

Instead of arranging a number of public 
meetings at which they have found the 
audiences are largely composed of mem- 
bers or sympathizers, members of the 
Leeds group are trying to get into meet- 
ings of other societies to speak to their 
members. 

Last winter they sent speakers to fifty- 
seven meetings, varying in size from seven 
to a hundred. 

This winter the secretary, Miss E. Lees, 
has already been approached directly by 
sixty-one secretaries; in a few cases they 
are asking for three speakers on separate 


evenings. 
NORTH-EAST 

South-East Yorkshire Region 
THE annual rally of the South-East York- 

shire Region was held at Scarborough 
Jast Saturday. It was attended by mem- 
kers from all parts of the region, including 
representatives from Hull, York, Malton, 
Pickering, Bridlington, Cottingham, Skip- 
sea and Filey. Rev. W. H. Cauldwell, a 
member of the Kettering group, was also 
present. 

Mr. Barclay tcld of the unceasing 
activities at headquarters during the recent 
crisis and of the rapid and continuous 
growth of the PPU. 

Mr. Stanley Sweet, chairman of the Hull 
group, said he believed we had just seen 
the first attempt at the policy of holding 
the peace conference before the war. Tne 
next war was not inevitable and there are 
now great possibilities of success for a 
world conference to deal with territorial 
and economic matters. 

The Rev. Stanley Thompson, of Bridling- 
ton, in a short speech, expressed his deter- 
mination, as regional chairman, to do all he 
could to support and strengthen the groups 
in the region. 

Rev. William Wallace, of Scarborough. 
said their thanksgivings were not for peace, 
but for a respite from fighting. They had 
not got rid of the danger of war. 

None of the causes of the tension had 
been removed and they must make people 
realize that if their thanksgiving was real 
they must do more than sing about it. 
York 

Between 350 and 400 people packed the 
Friends’ Meeting House last Sunday to hear 
an address by John Barclay on “ Construc- 


tive Peacemaking.” Fifty bovs from 
Bootham School were included in the 
audience. 


A report on the year’s work of the PPU 
group was given by the secretary, Donald 
Whitehouse. : 

Although Mr. Barclay only spoke for 35 
minutes, questions continued for 1} hours. 


SCOTLAND 
Dollar 


About fifty people attended a week-end 
summer school which was held at 
Dollarbey, Dollar, from September 24-to 26. 
The school was addressed by Max Plow- 
man, W. H. Marwick and Andrew Stewart. 
Students gathered from all over Scotland, 
while other visitors included Richard 
Bishop and Mrs. Benjamin, from Wales, 
R 4H. Ward from headquarters, and a 
member from Carnforth, Westmorland. 


SOUTH 
Hampshire Region 
A ONE-DAY school, conducted by Roy 
™ Walker, will be held in Tudor House, 
St. John’s Street, Winchester tomorrow 
(Sunday). 3 

The school has been organized in response 
to a suggestion that training is necessary 
for the adequate presentation of the pacifist 
position. 

Although the school was primarily in- 
tended for group officers and those desirous 
of engaging in public speaking, it will be 
attended by others, subject to the limits of 
accommodation available. : 

October and November -will.be busy 
months in this district as far as groups are 


meetings. 


SOUTH-EAST 
Dartford 


GPEAKING at Dartford on September 27, 

Lord Arnold paid a warm tribute to 
the efforts made by Mr. Chamberlain to 
persuade Hitler to keep the peace of 
Europe. 

Lord Arnold declared that in the last 
twenty years Germany had not had a fair 
deal. Unless they could do something to 
have a fairer distribution of the good 
things of the world then they would have 
crises, and, he was afraid, wars. 

Dr. Herbert Gray referred to the in- 
credible follies of the Treaty of Versailles, 
and said it was because Mr. Chamberlain 
and other statesmen knew them that they 
were going to the utmost extreme to save 
them from a war that would leave things 
worse, not better. 

The meeting was held under the auspices 
of local branches of the PPU and FoR. 
Councillor Mrs. Welch presided. 

Sideup and Chislehurst 

This group is urgently in need of volun- 
teers for a poster parade today (Saturday) 
at 6 p.m. An open-air meeting will follow. 

An invitation is extended to members 
and friends to a dance to be held in the 
Bridgeman Hall, Southwood Road, New 
Eltham, S.E.9, on October 15. Tickets (2s. 
single, and 3s. 6d. double) are obtainable 
from John H. Haynes, 16, Frensham Road, 
New Eltham, S.E.9. 


SOUTH-WEST 
Devonshire Region 
MORE than 200 people attended a rally 
AVE for all Devonshire pacifists. which was 
held in Dartington Hall, Totnes. on 
September 24. 

Dr. Salter outlined the causes of the 
Czechoslovak crisis and pointed the way 
to a world conference, urging on every- 
body the necessity of creating a public 
opinion to demand this. 

A concert was also given by the mem- 
bers which was interspersed by short 
speeches from Harold Bing. John Barclay, 
and R, Gardiner. 

The following day three meetings were 
held—one at Plymouth, addressed by Lr. 
Salter, at which there was a crowded audi- 
ence; another at Torquay addressed .by 
John Barclay, and a third at Newton Abbot 
at which the speakers were Dr. Salter, W. 
B. Curry. and John Barclay. 

Tiverton 

On September 24 a well-attended meet- 
ing was addressed by Laurence Housman 
in the Tiverton War Memorial Hall. 

A deluge of questions testified to the 
interest aroused. 

WALES 
Llandudno Junction 
AT a conference held in The Memorial 
Hall, Llandudno Junction recently, the 
first region in Wales was inaugurated. 

This conference was a sequel to the 
manifesto campaign held last June. The 
region has been called the “Northern 
Coast Region” and extends from Penmaen- 
mawr to Prestatyn. 

The conference w : followed by a public 
meeting attended by some 250 people. The 
chairman was Mrs. Humphreys, and the 
speakers: ,Richard Bishop (English) and 
the Rev. J. W. Jones, of Criccieth (Welsh). 

A resolution was adopted at the meeting 
welcoming the action of the Prime Minister 
in visiting Herr Hitler, and urging the 
Government to take the initiative i. sum- 
moning, without delay, a conference of 
European Powers. 


A membor tocrites on 


Professional Groups 


I should like to sugg@st that we might form 
professional groups of the PPU instead of local 
groups. People can act when they are working 
within a profession or trade, and can be more 
effective in insisting that their opinions are 
heard and noticed than a group of people with 
different interests, thoughts, free time, v%o 
meet once a week without having any common 
ground beyond membership of the PPU. 

I fee] very strongly that after the recent crisis, 
when war seemed imminent and many people 
realized for the first time that it is the direct 
responsibility of each one of us to work for a 
creative peace, we should be fulfilling a definite 
need if we organized groups among lawyers, 
writers and readers, actors, artists, doctors, and 
among trades. . 

Three or feur actors scattered in different 
groups cannot use the:r particular skill in theic 
work for peace. A group of actors can do really 
significant work both by spreading propaganda 
among their friends, and through the medium 
of the theatre. 

If you feel that this reforming of the groups 
would help us to use our abilities more effec- 
tively for peace, may I start it going by asking 
for the names of any professional actors, play- 


\wrights and scene painters who would support 


a professional PPU group? 
MARGARET CROZIER, 
4 Hornsey Lane, Highgate, N.6. pak 


» 


Ostoke: €, 1938 


One of the Spanish boys from Basque 
House is here seen on holiday with his own 


sister and a little foster sister. He is Ernestro 
Crughaga, and has been adopted by the 
Westminster group of the Peace Pledge 
Union. (An account of his holiday by another 
of the Basque children appears on the 
opposite page, column 1.) 


BESOM 


ey America (of course!) the “ civilization ” 

of 1938 has been reduced to something 
like tabloid form (actually, certain speci- 
mens and records) and buried fifty feet be- 
low the World’s Fair grounds—marked 
“not to be opened until AD 6939.” 

Made of a copper-silver-chromium alloy 
so that it will not corrode, the container of 
this record of present times is seven feet 
long and made in the shape of—a torpedo. 

T should dearly like to be reincarnated in 
time to share in the curiosity with which 
people 5.000 years hence will open the cap- 
sule and to join in the controversy as to 
what made those primitive 20th century 
folk think their “ civilization” was worth 
preserving. 


JAPAN AT THE CROSS-ROADS 


The great danger to Christianity is com- 
munism. We sympathize with Japan because 
she is destroying communism. 

Yet we hope someone else later will destroy 
the Yellow Peril. 


Like the motorist at the traffic lights, the 
the Daily Mirror (Sept. 21) thus longs for 
the Red to give wav to the Yellow; but it 
must think we're Green if it expects us 
cheerfully to “destroy ” the Yellow by the 
same means. 

FRIENDSHIP 


The Japanese Association of Tokio recently 
held a grand mass meeting to commemorate the 
outbreak of the China Incident last year and to 
further the friendship between Japan and China. 

—Japanese American, Aug. 27. 


MADCHEN UND UNIFORM 


The admiral's appearance in his naval 
uniform with many medals and orders caused 
such intense excitement among the youngsters 
that several girls fainted. 


Thus the New Yorl: Times described the 
visit of Admiral Horthy. Regent of Hun- 
gary, to Germany. 

LOGIC 

“The only purpose for which war should 
be used was to restrain the making of war,” 
he said—according to the Daily Herald 
report of Sir Norman Angell's lecture at 
Bedford College. 

The believers in using disease to restrain 
disease will agree—as well as those who 
have always said that the only use for dirt 
is to keep you from getting dirty. 

FITTER BRITAIN HINT 

“ An attack of poison gas is another form 
of the effort of environment to secure the 
survival of the fittest and the elimination of 
decadent and unworthy persons and races,” 
says a journal of ambulance and nursing 
services. 

That explains, I suppose, why my local 
authority hasn’t even informed me where to 
get my gasmask. Only I didn’t think they 
knew how fit I was. 

THE ONLY WAY 

“ For twelve years I have denounced com- 
munism, nazism, and fascism. The only 
way to overcome it is to create a department 
of fine arts."-—William Girovich. 

So that’s what they mean by the phrase 
“reduced to a fine art.” 


PEACE NEWS € 


Peradventures of “Peace News’—No. 8 


‘**] want a copy of that paper. 


address in one of our plain vans.” 


Letter fiem 


17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1. 


UITE the most unpleasant surprise I 
have had during the aftermath of the 
crisis has been the discovery that some 
members of the Peace Pledge Union are 
apparently acting on the suggestion of Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN, on his return from Munich. 
that we should now go and “ sleep quietly ” 
in our beds. 

The discovery was first made when the 
treasurer of one PPU group sent us back 
unsold all the copies of last week's 
Peace News and the explanation that, 
“ owing to the rapid change in the political 
situation,” the group felt it inadvisable to 
try to sell them. Another correspondent 
tells us that “in view of the present situa- 
tion” it has been decided to postpone a 
peace week until the spring, or later. 

Now it happens that the number of copies 
ordered last week constituted a record: but 
if this attitude to the new situation is at all 
widespread it will be a very costly record 
for Peace News. Thus from the financial 
viewpoint alone I hope it is not true that 
our work can only flourish when war seems 
imminent. 


The Public Needs It 


But there are other and even more essen- 

tial things I would beg members to 

Bet tase if they feel as my correspondents 
Oo. 

One is that many people consider the pub- 
lication of Peace News to be one of the most 
important pieces of work undertaken‘ -- the 
PPU. If that job suffers because members 
feel it is not worth while selling the paper, 
what of the other tasks that await the peace. 
worker? 

I feel sure that, on reflection, the groups 
which have taken these decisions will agree 
with me when I plead that the present 
situation should not be allowed to slip past 
without using it in every conceivable way 
to show people that world talks—not four- 
Power talks—are the great need of the 
times. 

To those who may still feel that real peace 
has “broken out”, I could commend WILFRED 
WELLOCK’s article on page 8; they will see 
that the outlook is by no means so rosy as 
some would have us believe, and that 
if pacifists do not make great efforts to 
keep the public informed, the peace we 
have secured will be a peace of the worst 
possible kind. 


I am merely curious. 
as possible. It is a paper that I would not care to be seen carrying.” 
Shopkeeper (sarcastically) : ““ Madam, permit us to send it to your 
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Twenty-Iwo Years 
Ago 


PACIFISTS IN WAR-TIME: THE 
LIGHTER SIDE 


I was one of two 

anti-militarist prisoners locked up in 
the reception cells of Durham gaol, await- 
ing the arrival of a military escort. Our 
sentence of 112 days’ hard labour was com- 
pleted. 

In the afternoon they came, and took us 
out of the prison to the station. We were 
bound for a camp a few miles beyond 
Sheffield. It was night time when we 
reached the darkened streets of that city. 

The corporal and private wanted all the 
time they could get. so they decided to 
stay in the town until the latest train to 
Kiveton Park. 

They wanted to go in a pub, and urged 
us prisoners to accompany them. My com- 
rade would not go in. I decided to stay 
with him outside. They trusted us. 

So there we two prisoners waited. the 
best part of an hour, while our guards 
refreshed themselves inside. 

When they came out, such was their con- 
dition that we, the prisoners, had to escort 
them to the station and find the way to the 
camp, which was reached near midnight. 

They showed their appreciation to their 
prisoners. 

J. R.H. 


Fold it as small 


Drawn by E. E. BRISCOE. | 


Editer 


the 


Contrast | 


S I finished writing the above, another 
letter, indicative of a very different 
attitude, was brought in to me; in it a 
Bristol reader, W. R. Penrose, declares that 
after the uncertainty and hysteria of last 
week it was “a relief to turn to the pages of 
Peace News after wading through batches 
of newspapers and periodicals. .. .” 

Mr. PENROSE has given practical expres- 
sion to his realization of the value of this 
newspaper, as vou will see from the re- 
mainder of his letter to me: 

It has been significant during this week in 
taiking to people of normal intelligence to 
discover the confusion in their sense of values 
and proportion which recent events appear to 
have engendered. 

It is mainly because ot this that I am send- 
ing you the enclosed cheque representing 
subsciiptions to Peace Neus on account of 
some friends and others te whom 1 want vou 
to forward the paver. because 1 am certain 
that its influence must have a good effect in 
giving them what I consider is the one point 
of view which can give them the answer to 
their uncertainties at the present time. Mav 
1 commend this procedure to other of your 
readers who may feel as I do? 

Yet another correspondent. who is unem- 
ployed. wrote to me last week on the day 
when war seemed very near, asking whether 
pacifists were going to get together and help 
each other. He foresaw the loss of unem- 
ployment allowance, with consequent 
starvation, if nothing worse. He was rre- 
pared to face this but wanted “to be in 
touch with others of a like mind.” Of 
Peace News he. too. showed his apprecia- 
tion: 

It has been a great comfort to me and I 
have appreciated it vers deeply. Probably 
the one on October 1 will be the last one 
published before war sweeps all away. and so 
I want you to know how much I have liked it. 


Apathy 


YY HATEVER the attitude of pacifists dur- 
¥ ing the crisis, there is no doubt that 
among the pul§lic a certain amount of 
apathy has persisted. Here are two illus- 
trations of this I came across recently: 
Perfectly true and unvarnished record of a 
conversation overheard between two young 
women lunching together in London. 
First Y.W.: What is all this about the 
Czechs? 
Second Y.W.: My dear, I haven't the faintest. 
I never read the papers. and when they start 
those news bulletins on the wireless I always 
switch off. 
—Manchester Guardian. 


Are YOU a mouse? Are you timid about 
such modern improvements as, say, lipstick 
pencils—or, worse. do you think of them in a 


Solution to jLast Week’s 
Crossword 


vague. impersonal way, as you would the war 
in Spain? 
—Vogue. 


Apology 


WRITING on Sunday, which he described 

as “a brief breathing space after a 
week in which concern over the national 
situation has been mingled with ceaseless— 
nay, breathless—activity””, Mr. G. C. 
PatMmeER, who is in charge of the Literature 
Department at PPU headquarters, asked 
me to find room for an apology to any who 
may have been disappointed over deliv- 
eries during last week's rush. 


“We could not do more,” Mr. PALMER 
told me. Here is how he described the 
scene in his office: 

Supplies from printers have been reccived 
thrice daily and each supply distributed within 
an hour. leaving an evcr-mounting pile of 
orders—post. personal, telephoned und tele- 
graphed—still to be complied with. 

The “Peace in our time” statement delivered 
to No. 10 Downing Street easily headed the 
lisi—over 200,000 being already distributed, 
whilst the demand for other leaflets made 
fresh supplies urgently necessary. A new 
leafict by Dr. Maupe Roypen entitled Peace 
with Honour: cne by the Welsh National 
Council of the PPU entitled The Issue; and 
another by the Hastings and Eastbourne 
Group. The Present Situation all mentioned 
in our advertisement page, were in great 
demand as soon as published 

Canon Morriss letter to every member and 
the accompanying slip were printed and are 
still being dispatched. 

Our accommodation, already inadequate, has 
become still further congested wiih paper, 
envelopes and printed matter, not to men- 
tion numerous callers, and we carry on behind 
the ramparts. 

New pledges. personal and telephoned in- 
quiries. demands for goods “by return," all 
remind one that “there is a tide in the affairs 
of men. Bs 

There were ietters also requiring answers— 
not so urgent as deliveries in the circumstances 
—little time for correspondence or explana- 
tions, which had to be treated for the time 
being as of less importance. 

If any of our friends feel that they have been 
badly treated we can only say “to understand 
all is to forgive all.” Not even in the pheno- 
menally busy days following the passing of 
our leader last year was such terrific pressure 
experienced. The lesson stressed on both 
occasions was the same: “Dick SHEPPARD'S 
work goes on and will go on.” 


While on the subject of literature, may I 
appeal to readers to 

keep orders for PPU literature separ- 

ate from orders for copies of Peace 

News. 
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October 8, 1938 


By John Barclay 


AIMING AT A. WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


"TO use the famous words of Shakespeare’s 
Henry V, “ Once more unto the breach, 
dear friends, once more.” 

The world has had a fright and has also 
got into a frightful mess again. Last week 
nearly everyone thought that world-war 
was inevitable and they discovered that 
they did not want it. 

In mortal fear they lifted their eyes and 
saw world peace as a much more desirable 
object 

I believe that had George Lansbury 
been in Chamberlain’s place on the fate- 
ful Thursday of last week, he would have 
saved Czechoslovakia from invasion and 
us from shame and humiliation. He 
would have had the imagination and the 
courage to have called the bluff and at 
the same time to have called a real peace 
conference. 

It is only by constructive imagination, 
which is able to build bridges over difficul- 
ties separating national units, that we can 
build the road to + orld peace. 


e oa * 


Nobody wants war—all are convinced 
that by the use of modern armaments we 
shall be destroyed. 

Our duty is clear for the next three 
months. It is to voice the will of the people 
of all countries by every means in our 
power, to rally to our side men and women 
of all kinds who will be prepared to sacri- 
fice as much for peace as they were being 
asked to sacrifice for war. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


New Signatures to the 
Peace Pledge— 


Will Group Leaders receiving 
these please check that they are 


LEGIBLE and COMPLETE 


before passing them on to 
Headquarters ? 


The basis of our suggested conference 
must be a willingness to sacrifice, a desire 
to serve, and a faith that believes in the 
reality of the ideal. 


* . * 


“Fill in the trenches” 

While it is imperative to act quickly along 
these lines, it is equally important to de- 
stroy the atmosphere created by gas masks 
and trenches. Whatever value they had 
before, they have none now. They stand as 
memorials to a week of fearful expectation 
and unless we cast out Fear, who will be- 
lieve in our gesture of friendship? 

My experience during last weekend was 
that no-one wanted the trenches left, ruin- 
ing football pitches and destroying the 
flower beds and public parks. 

During the next weekend, let the cry be 
“fill in the trenches and bury the hatchet.” 
The “ will” to peace is all we need, and who- 
ever gives this lead will have the world 
with him. 

Personal Responsibility 

During the last two week I have been in 
touch by letter, 'phone, and person with 
several hundreds of group leaders and mem- 
bers, and I want to take this opportunity 
to say how much I owe to their help and 
fellowship. 

It was thé same a year ago when we heard 
of Dick Sheppard’s death. Overwhelmed 
by a feeling of loss, and hardly daring to 
shoulder the responsibility suddenly thrust 
on us, we at headquarters were suddenly 
made aware of a great lifting of the burden 
as thousands all over the country gave us 
their support. 

So too with new members. Six hundred 
joined in five days and £400 came in small 
donations. The critics are confounded and 
the PPU goes on from strength to strength. 


. * * 


A cheque for £100 has been received from 
an anonymous conor toward the cost of a 
new publicity van. 


The Notice Board 


Meetings 


Charlton.—Open-air meetings at 3.30 p.m. 
every Sunday in Church Lane, Charlton 
Village, S.E.7, 


Birmingham.—Open-air meetings in the Bull 
Ring from 1 p.m. to 2.15 p.m, on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 


Groups are invited to send names and 
addresses of people (pacifists or others) within 
easy reach of the City, who might be persuaded 
to attend a meeting addressed by Lord Ponsonby, 
George Lansbury, and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence on 
October 25, to City PPU Group, 13 Paternoster 
Row, E.C.4. Volunteers to act as stewards should 
present themselves at the Memorial Hall, Far- 
ringdon Street (near Ludgate Circus) at 6 pm, 
sending in as soon as possible a promise to do so. 


Romford group now holds open-air meetings 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Romford Market 
Place. ‘ 


Open-air meetings every Friday at 8.15 p.m. 
in King’s Square, Barny. 


Hull.—Open-air meetings every Wednesday, 
8 p.m., at West Park Gates. 


Open-air meetings are now held on Clapham 
Common (3 p.m.) and Streatham Common 
(6.30 p.m.). Arranged between Streatham, 
Battersea and Wandsworth groups. 


Poster Parades 
There will be no parades from 96 Regent 
Street on October 15. All volunteers wanted for 
relay parade from Uxbridge to Regent Street. 
“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 


Southend.—Volunteers for Saturday. ' Write 


D. Cort, 112 “Hainault Avenue, Westcliff-on-Sea. | 


Hull.—Write to B. A, Watson, 115 Beverley 
Road, Hull ~ 


Glasgow.—Every Saturday from 8 p.m., outside 
Regal. Write R. Speirs, 173 Thomson Street, 
Glasgow, 1. 


Leeds.—Every Saturday afternoon. Also 
house-to-house selling at any convenient time. 
Write J. Michael Rosenblum, 4 Grange Terrace, 
Chapeltown, Leeds, 7. 


Bexley Heath—At Clock Tower every Friday 
at 7 pm. Write to Donald Port, 143 Singlewell 
Road, Gravesend. 


Letchworth.— Volunteers for street selling 
wanted on Saturdays between 3 and 5 p.m. and 
5 and 7 pm. Also on Sundays outside churches. 
Please give details and times to J. Yardley, 49 
Willian Way, Letchworth. 


Bristol.—Every Saturday between 2.30 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. Write John Bamford, 24 Bromtey 
Road, Horfield, Bristol, 7. 


Blackheath. — Outside Roxy Cinema from 
5 p.m on Saturdays. 

Warborne.—Every Friday and Saturday. Write 
S. G. White, 46 Wheats Avenue, Harborne, 
Birmingham. 


Cambridge. — Write to Austin Davies, 28 
Malcolm Street, Cambridge. 


Tunbridge Wells.——Write to Maurice Cransby, 
4, Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells. 


Miscellaneous 


Harborne and Queens Park. Peace Shop, 344 
High Street, Harborne, now open until October 
15 


North London Exhibition. October 12 to 29, 
frgm 2 p.m. to 10 p.m daily. Visit the Hornsey 
Regional stall. 


Bridgend, Glamorgan.—Members in this dis- 
trict please communicate with Mr. Glyn Howe, 


| Arosfa, St. Brides Major, Bridgend, Glamorgan. 


London, W.1.—On October 8 from 96, Here | Bournemouth.—Study course of nine weekly 


Street, between 5 p.m. and ‘midnight. 


Cardiff.—Meet on Fridays and Saturdays at 
Peace Stall, Central Market. Assistance also 
required to keep stall open on Thursdays, Fri- 
days and Saturdays. Write Miss E. M. Bush, 
15 Romilly Road, Canton, Cardiff. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Every Saturday at 3.30 
p.m. Meet at Friends’ Meeting House, Pilgrim 
Street. 


Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 


street selling every Friday (4.30-—-8.30 p.m.) for, 
hour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 3, Innage | 


Road, Northfield, Birmingham. 


Huddersfield.—Volunteers wanted on Saturday 
afternoons or evenings. Write Elizabeth Wilson, 
The ‘Brown Owl, Woodfield “Road,” Lockwood, 
Huddersfield. 


meetings on Gregg's Power of Non-Violence. 
Open invitation to join. Held at 12 Hampshire 
Court, The Square, Bournemouth, at 8 p.m. 
Commencing on October 12. 


Devon.—Photographs of rally at Dartington 
Hall, now available (6d. cach) from E. CG 
Maddax, 39 Manor Road, Newton Abbot. 


Westminster group is holding a Jumble Sale 
on October 15. Please send anything saleable 
to W. J. Gilmore, 6, Bexborough Place, S.W.1, 
or it can be collected on receipt of a postcard. 


Young German needs offers of hospitality for 
a month or two, or even part of that time. 


| Willing to teach French or German in return. 


Replies to the War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


PPU members on holiday or resident in Leven 
district and willing to help in propaganda work, 


Sheffield—Write to Geoffrey Pickup, 24 please write to Miss M. Simpson, “The Square,” 


Stanley Road, Sheffield, 8. 


Kenoway, Fife. 
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A STUDY OF EMPIRE 


"WHY THEY WERE PROUD" 


By The Pacifist Research Bureau 


Price I/- net, plus postage 


OCTOBER 


“"WARMONGERS" 


by CLIVE BELL 
Price 2d. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 96 Regent St., London, w.! 


Phone: REGENT 2843 
“Shings we want you te know” 
8th, 1938 


“THE WAR—AS BEFORE" 
by GEORGE GLASGOW 


Three New Leaflets 


Price 2d. 


plus postage 


MAX PLOWMAN'S 
REPORT 


delivered by him at the Ist Annual General 
Meeting of the PPU, 1938 


(Reprinted by request of many who were present} 


Price Id. net 


.vrrrrrrrrrrrerrrerrrs 7 rrr errrrrrrrrrrrrrrerrrr rrr rrr rrr rr rr rrr rr rrr rrr rrr 


all at 6d. 100—3/- 1,000 
plus postage 
Published last week—Still good ‘ 


“PEACE WITH HONOUR" 
Dr. Maude Royden 


“THE PRESENT SITUATION" 
By Hastings & Eastbourne Group 
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" THE - ISSUE" 
By Welsh National Council of the PPU 


ae 


October 8, 1938 


— v- 


ies PEACE 


NEWS 


AFTER MUNICH: AN UNPARALLELED 
OPPORTUNITY 


PLEASE allow me to say thank you very 

much to the many people who tele- 
graphed and wrote to me in connexion with 
the crisis. 

It is quite impossible for me to reply to 
them individually, but I am very grateful 
to all of them for their help and encourage- 
ment. 


GEORGE LANSSURY. 
39 Bow Road, E.3. 


While the country is deliberating the 
implications of the Munich agreement, will 
you allow me to stress this conclusion from 
the crisis? 

If the occasion is seized, and rightly 
seized, we now have in front of us an un- 
paralleled opportunity of strengthening the 
anti-war forces in the world. 

There can and will be endless debate on 
the conduct of British policy during the 
last three weeks and on the merits or de- 
merits of the Munich settlement. 

But the ene outstanding and, in the long 
run, decisive factor in this crisis has been 
the recognition of the criminal folly and 
futility of war on the part of the ordinary 
people in all countries and not least in Ger- 
many; a recognition which, as far as states- 
men are concerned, found its authentic 
voice in the two messages sent to Europe 
by the President of the United States. 

It is now for all the peace and progressive 
Organizations in this country to unite in 
securing the full collaboration of our 
Government in the attempt to find the 
general and genuine settlement for which 
Mr. Roosevelt has asked. 

It is surely right to say that the people 
of this country are now in a mood to con- 
sider the contribution they have to make to 
world peace on the basis of such a settle- 
ment, with a more open mind than ever be- 
tore. They realize that only in this way can 
the sacrifices imposed upon Czechoslovakia 
be made morally acceptable and a true 
guarantee of peace. 

GERALD BAILEY, 
Directing secretary, 


National Peace Council. 
39 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 


The signing of the Munich peace treaty, 
instead of the mad holocaust of war, must 


have brought unspeakable relief to many 
millions of people. 

Not that the treaty may be in itself per- 
fect, but that it is an effort at pacific dis- 


cussion rather than the insane resort to 
force. 


Is not this the time for every pacifist all 
over he world to renew his (and especially 
her) efforts for physical disarmament and 

. Morarrearmament? Let every one of us do 
his bit, and so finally “ peace ”! 


EDITH HARRIS. 
149 Sutherland Avenue, W.9. 


Points from Letters 

We must mobilize our activities to educate 
the man and woman in the street to the realities 
that emerge from this situation. 

The world is still living under the menacing 
threat of an armed peace as it was prior to the 
Sudeten trouble. Hitler still believes in power, 
Chamberlain still believes in power, Mussolini 
still believes in power, the Soviet still believes 
in power. The tension has lessened but the 
essential problem remains the same. 

What is called for is a world conference of 
peace-makers who will leave the war mentality, 
with its idea of bigger and better bombers as the 
greatest assurance of peace, outside the con- 
ference chamber. 

The governing principle of that conference 
must be the principle of self-determination for 
all countries, great and small—not a dictator- 
ship of power in Europe and reflecting itself in 
the world, but a discipline of love among men 
of all races and creeds who will be striving for 
the common good in the interest of every man, 
voman and child. 

JAMES NORBURY. 

15, Stanhope Street, Levenshulme, Manchester, 


May I suggest that the present time is ideal 
for an appeal to the Government to proceed 
along the lines laid down by the Van Zeeland 
Report? 

I suggest that the PPU sponsors produce 
such an appeal and, through group secretaries, 
get it signed by every member of the PPU. 
Such a letter, signed by all memhers, may do 
much to influence the Government to extend 
the principle of appeasement further. 

C. A. ELLIOTT, 

2 Lavanor Road, Peckham, S.E.15. 

“The Great. Scare of 1938” certainly seems 
to be acting as a great filip to the protagonists 
of national conscription. 

National service, compulsory or voluntary, 
has much to be said in its favour. But the crying 
need of this country is for national social service, 
and not for national defence service; for a 
national service of construction, not of destruc- 
tion, 

W. PEARSE PHILLIPS. 

9, Sylvan Hill, Upper Norwood, S.E.19. 

I should like to suggest that as a thank-offer- 
ing for our deliverance from a colossal world 
war, the nation should celebrate September 30 
&s an annual peace day. 

SIDNEY GIBBON. 

55, Victoria-street, Newark-on-Trent. 


We feel ourselves obliged to give you a re- 
port concerning the situation which, by the fault 
of the British Government, has taken a course 
extremely dangerous to the independency of our 
State. 

You are certainly aware of the fact that our 
Government is striving earnestly to settle the 
international questions of our country in a peace- 
ful way. 

We must state most energetically that the 
national minorities in our State have a great 
deal more freedom than their conationals living 
in the so-called mother-countries. Nevertheless, 
these minorities are to get still more from our 
part. 

We can assure you that the overwhelming 
majority of the nationalities living in- this State 
does not want any annexation by another Power, 
but together with our Government holds the 
view that a mutual understanding is possible 
without any intervention from outside. 

It is to be regretted that this internal problem 
has become a problem of the Third Reich, and 
that the London decision contributed to the state 
of affairs, that an internal problem of Czecho- 
slovakia is actually an affair of foreign Powers, 
namely, of Germany. 

The responsible statesmen are quite conscious 
of the fact that the plans of Hitler reach farther 
than to the Sudeten German question, and that 
this problem is taken as a beginning of a con- 
tinued expansion of fascism. This signifies, in- 
deed, that after the victimization of Czecho- 
slovakia it will be the turn of the other Danube 
States, and that France and Great Britain are 
menaced at this very hour. 

In ali our fight during the recent months we 
firmly believea that our allies would not forsake 
us. The position taken by the Governments of 
Great Britain and France means a terrible dis- 
appointment to us. Up to now, only the fascists 
have broken their word and their contracts. 
Now, the great democracies are doing the same. 

We are taced with a catastrophe which may be 
still averted if the public opinion of Great 
britain is able to make it clear to the British 
Government that the tetrayal of our State 
endangers also the interests of the other States 
to the highest degree. 

ROBERT KLEIN. 

“ Pax,” Ligue International de Culture, Prague 
If, na Zborenci, 18, September 26. 


BE PREPARED FOR FUTURE 
PEACE 


A pacifist by implication is prepared to suffer 
for his beliefs, but unless he 1s a masochist he 
will preter always to demonstrate them by con- 
structive service to his fellow men. Although 
he will be ready, if need be, to go to a concentra- 
tion camp, that is certainly the least useful thing 
he can do in a time of universal trouble. 

If pacifism is a whole way of life and not 
simply an affirmation of dogma, then we are 
likely to discover special opportunities in time 
of crisis for showing what positive pacifism 
means and the stuff it is made of. But we must 
be prepared to do so—and the time for such 
preparation 1s now and not after the event. 

In some form or another also such preparation 
must visualize the integration of pacifists into 
communal working groups) The cooperative 
group pattern seems essential, whether for 
subsistence, for mutual assistance and support, 
for training in the technique of non-violence, or 
for public service such as the Society of Friends 
has always been notable for in such circum- 
stances. 

At the threat of war our own local peace 
groups met to consider the sort ef service they 
would feel able to render in a crisis, and the 
sort of mutual assistance that might be devised 
between the women of the groups in the event of 
their menfolk being removed by the authorities 
later on. 

This sort of action was no doubt taken by 
many groups in all parts of the country. But 
the point is that our complete identification with 
the social and economic pattern right up to the 
moment of the crisis puts us all in the least 
practical position to organize plans, to render 
service, or even to maintain any cohesive form, 
once a state of emergency has been declared. 

A community group with its own centre, 
its cooperative life, its few acres of corn and 
vegetables and its small herd of cows is not by 
any means immune from disintegration, but it 
is manifestly in a much better position to with- 
stand it—and what 1s not less important—to 
render an effective witness to the values it 
represents. 

But such a greup cannot be grown up over- 
night, and there is no reason to believe that we 
have seen the last of international crises. 

Many pacifists will probably feel the need of 
getting together to formulate practical plans for 
some kind of communal cooperation: a form that 
eminent pacifist writers have seen to be a 
logical and necessary cutcome of the pacifist 
ideal. 

To do this is much more than to devise a way 
out of an impasse in time of emergency. It is to 
discover a way—and probably the only way— 
in which we can demonstrate to the people of 
this country that pacifism stands for more than a 
paper principle that so often appears to them 
incapable of application to the hard facts of the 
world. For at the outbreak of a war pacifism 
must seem to most onlookers to have failed. 

It has not, of course, and it is up to us to show 
that it has not—then above all. But to be pre- 
pared to do this means a real effort at the 
practical living of our principles here and now. 
It will depend both on. our individual initiative 
and our collective effort—in short on the quality 
of our pacifism. 

. LESLIE STUBBINGS, 


Honorary Secretary, 
Community Service Committee. 
Chancton, Dartnell Park, West Byfleet, Surrey. 


Paeifists in Wartime 


| OGICALLY if we are to take no part in 
om war we must either leave the country 
or die. For to live in a country at war and 
continue to do one’s job is to take part in 
th> war. It would not be long before one 
was doing double duty at one’s job to 
liberate someone for work in the military 
xchine. 


But if we have to tr, to stop the war 
once it has broken out, what should we do? 
We are told that the next war will be won 
on the home front: to defeat the enemy our 
civilian morale must be preserved. There- 
fore, to stop the war the shortest way 
would be to try to break the civilian 
morale, to try to fling the country into 
panic. Surely no member o* the Peace 
Pledge Union seriously considers this? 


I feel that I shall be honouring my pledge 
if I try to keep my job so long as 1 am 
allowed to) anc maintain my refusal to 
kill. If I can help to preserve a sense of 
fair play and a refusal to be influenced by 
the inevitable lying propaganda of hatred 
toward the enemy, I feel that I should be 
doing more for pacifism than by being 
killed, or committing suicide or striving to 
throw my fellow-being into panic. 

PPU GROUP LEADER. 


When war commences the pacifist has 
failed, his primary duty being to prevent 
war. Has he not, however, a secondary 
duty? 


Besides the material damage and destruc- 
tion of war there is its other horror, the 
breeding of hate, which is perhaps even 
more pernicious since it prevents the 
exercise of justice, and so lays the seeds 
of future wars. 


Is it not the pacifist’s duty to nullify as 
far as possible this hatred? And is not the 
best way to do this to organize a pacifist 
ambulance and relief brigade which shall 
of course operate quite impartially? 


Can you inform readers if this idea has 
been mooted and if any steps are being 
taken to put it into operation? 


E. APPLEYARD. 
63a Pinner Road, Harrow, Middx. 


Yesterday a committee held its first mecting 
to discuss the future of a independent Pacifist 
First Aid Corps as the result of a conference 
held at 26 Great Ormond Strect, London, on 
Septembe; 28, with Professor John Ryle in the 
chair. 


At that conference it . as decided that a Corps 
should be formed at once; that members should 
be enrolled immediately for training under sym- 
pathetic doctors and instructors, with a view to 
making up at least one mobile ambulance unit 
teady to do service as required in any country 
or locality; that the formation of local units wn 
cities; &c., should be considered; that the Corps 
should not cooperate with non-pacifist organiz- 
ations, civil or military, tut might, should 
circumstances so indicate, consider working 
closely with the Society of Friends; that it should 
not, however, be contralled by any one pacifist 
body specifically; bu: that pacifist bodies should 
be asked to delegate two persons to the Corps's 
committee and to give finencial assistance if they 
saw fit to do so. 


WHAT PRICE PEACE ? 


For many years I have been a believer 
in peace at any price, but before I am will- 
ing to pay any price at all I want to be toler- 
ably certain that I am going to get some 
peace for it. 


To me it seems likely that both you and 
me, and the average Czech, are being called 
to pay not for peace but for procrastination. 


The fact that Mr. Chamberlain adopted 
the suggestion of the PPU and went to see 
Herr Hitler personally is no indication that 
he is converted to our policy. Need I refer 
to the Big Bad Woli who said “ Baa” to the 
Little Pig? 


Being a fairly ordinary individual, I, tanight 
prefer sitting in a warm room to crouching in a 
homemade trench in the pouring rain waiting to 
see where the next one will drop, but in my 
saner moments I realize that to the people of 
2238 it will matter little whether European 
capitalist civilization met its Armageddon in 
1938 or 1940; they will want to know not 
“ When?” but “ Why?” 

How many members of the PPU are satisfied 
that we have more of that positive thing called 
peace in the world today than six months ago? 
If not what shall we (and the Czechs) get for 
our money except more rearmament? 


HORACE JAMES. 
95 Mulbery Road. Bournville, Birmingham. 


13 


Labour and Pacifism 


T would like to support the letters of E. 

Coningsby and V. Wilson in last week's 
Peace News. I have been a Fabian for forty 
years and a member of the Labour Party 
for nearly twenty, but am no longer in sym- 
pathy with that party. 

The Daily Herald sickened me with its 
war propaganda and I changed it for the 
News Chronicle, but find it just as bad, 
hounding the Government on to war. 

Now I do not know where to turn for a 
socialist daily paper and fear I must take a 
Tory one. If only we could have a pacifist 
daily! 

I do not find the working people in sym- 
pathy with Labour tactics. 


MARY L. PENDERED. 
The Spinney, Great Addington, Kettering. 


Your correspondent, V. Wilson, should be 
asked to substantiate his astonishing state- 
ment that Keir Hardie with the Labour 
Party supported the last war. 

Is it not common knowledge that this 
clear-eyed prophet of a better social order 
looked to the solidarity of Labour to pre- 
vent such a catastrophe, and that his sub- 
sequent disillusionment finally broke him? 


H. T. HERNE. 
37 St. Luke’s Road, Winton, Bournemouth. 


Mr. William Halsall's rhetoric (Peace News, 
October!) might be more convincing if he would, 
without the equivocations in which its exponents 
usually seek to conceal their confusion or ab- 
sence of thought, explafn precisely what the 
Labour Party has don>, is doing, or can do to 
overthrow the fascist regimes? 

Does he advocate waging war on them? If not, 
what is his alternative? 

One may have every respect for those who 
have volunteered to risk their lives in an anti- 
fascist crusade in Spain, but distinctly less for 
those who, while reviling others as cowardly 
abettors of fascism, are content to fight it with 
“flouts and gibes.” 

Pacifists have just as much concern for the 
sufferings of their fellows abroad as have official 
Labour apologists, though they are not so ready 
to exploit them for partisan propaganda. 

Some Labourists s2em even more impervious 
than diehard Tories to the very conception of 
other methods than military violence in inter- 
national affairs. 


W. H. MARWICK. 
5 Northfield Crescent, Edinburgh, 8. 


Some four or five years ago I heard Mr. 
Attlee, the present leader of the Labour Party, 
deliver a splendid pacifist speech at Redhill, 
and I was one of the rank and file who marched 
in procession through the streets of Reigate and 
Redhill on that occasion, to support the “plat- 
form.” 

Surely his action in going back on that and 
many other speeches, is on a par with the 
“Christian” business man, who, when pressed 
by unfair and underhand methods by his com- 
petitors, weakly falls in line with them, and 
excuses himself by saying, “Oh, well, I must in 
fairness to my wife and family forsake my too 
rigid honesty, and when in Rome, do as Rome 
does.” 

When next we have a general election I shall 
be in a great quandary as to how to vote. I 
certainly cannot support anyone who stands for 
the “law of the jungle,” which is capitalism, and 
equally surely I should not support a socialist 
who was committed to “collective security.” 

When Labour stands for the rule of love, and 
resolutely opposes war and everything that de- 
grades humanity, then some of us will support 
it again. 


IRWIN G. MORGAN. 
118 Batchmere Estate, Birdham, Chichester. 


OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT 
AND WARS 


I read with interest Mr. R. G. Jones’ letter 
on this subject in the September 17 issue of 
Peace News. 

Recently a few other PPU members and my- 
self went for a ramble with some Oxford 
Groupers, partly with the object of making our 
point of view quite clear to them. 

There were six of them and they all agreed 
that in the event ef war, owing to their ethic of 
“absolute love” war service would be impossible. 
They stressed the ‘act, however, that in their 
view the important thing is to work for the 
ultimate and true peace which is the ideal of 
most of us. 

I think this view probably stops many of them 
from signing a pledge which they consider .to 
be merely negative. 

However, the fact that these presumably repre- 
sentative Groupers agr-ed with us suggests that 
in the rank and file of the Oxford Group Move- 
ment are many who are only waiting to be asked 
whether war service is possible for them or 
not; and would reply in the negative. 

It is up to us to see that we ask before the 
Government, as, in the event of war, Oxford 
Groupers, like everyone else, will be liable to be 
infected by the hysteria which will exist. 


A. F. CLARKE. 
117 Hambolt Road, Clapham Park, S.W.4. 


Letters to the Editor should be as short 
as possible and written on one side of the 
paper only. Owing to pressure on space 
we reserve the right to publish extracts 
from letters. 


Correspondents must send their names 
and addresses, though not necessarily for 
publication 
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POINTS for the 
PLATFORM 


The Fly in the Munich Ointment 

AN allegation that Britain is attempting 
to throttle Germany’s trade with 

Eastern Europe, and is encircling her in 

economic fields, is made in the German 

economic periodical, the Wirtschaftsring. 


The article declares that: 

Britain's purchases of Rumanian corn, “ for 
which she has developed such a passion,” were 
made to cut Germany off from the Balkans and 
to reduce the amount otf corn available in 
Central Europe in the event of war, 

Not content with ruling a quarter of the world, 
Britain wants to acquire the trade of other 
countries. The economic strangulation of Ger- 
man, has been attempted through the Scan- 
dinavian countries. and is now to be pursued 
through Finland and South-East Europe. 


Bad Luck for Investors ? 

NTIL it can be determined whether the 

present European tension will spell only a 
civil war or a general war, no action seems 
warranted by investors. Ifa general war breaks 
out we believe a buying opportunity might be 
presented. But the timing of purchases would 
be very important. 

—Financial Times. 


Hitler’s Gospel Versus Stalin’s 
OR the past week the -ribunes of Nuremberg 
have resounded with well-worn denuncia- 
tions of Bolshevism. About the time this article 
appears in print, the microphones of the League 
Assembly at Geneva will vibrate with Mr. 
Litvinoff’s -qually pungent objections to national 
socialism. 

The observer, who understands very well the 
divergences of interest which divide Germany 
and Russia in the field of international politics, 
may be forgiven for thinking it odd that the 
debate would be conducted on the ideological 
plane; for it is difficult to get over those con- 
spicuous features which betray the close kinship 
between the .solshevik and nazi regimes and 
divide them both from the Western democracies. 

But it is when we examine the origins and the 
economic structure of the totalitarian regimes 
that we shall get nearest to the heart of the 
matter. All three were the product of economic 
breakdowns; and it makes little difference that 
the Soviet regime was an economic consequence 
of the War, while the fascist and nazi regimes 
are economic consequences of the peace. 

In reality, they are something still more sig- 
nificant than that. They are the products of a 
crisis in the capitalist system, of which both 
the War and the peace were outstanding 
symptoms. 

—E. H. Carr in the Spectator, 
September 16, 


The Singapore Base 
HEN the Singapore base scheme was first 
inaugurated the cost was estimated to be 
round about eight to twelve million pounds, and 
the arguments in favour were largely based upon 
its moderate cost. 

No-one who had any notion of the voracious- 
ne:s of the military machine dreamed for one 
moment that this amount would suffice for such 
an undertaking. 

They were right: up to the present time this 
project to frustrate an imagined Capanese attack 
on Australia and New Zealand has run into 
£20,000.000! 

fiow much more this base will cost no-one can 
estimate; but we are informed that already the 
floating dock has deteriorated owing to the 
climate, and the shore quarters for the crews 
of the warships are not finished, so we may 
fook confidently for anotker million or two to 
go west. 

It is disturbing to remember that New Zealand 
was drawn into supplying a million pounds 
toward the erection of this monument of British 
fear! 

Far trom this white elephant being any pro- 
tection, as a naval base, tor Australasia, it has 
been a menace because the Japanese have taken 
it as a direct gesture of hostility. Rumour has it 
that the base was a concession to the Oil Kings! 
Already there are stored in the oil reservoirs 
1,250,000 tons and there is capacity for a much 
larger quantity. 

—Peace Record, August, 1938. 


Must Another 10,000,000 
Die in Vain ? 

P to March, 1933, the solution which the 

immense majority of Austrians demanded 
was union with Germany. There is no Austrian 
patriotism: Austrian sentiment is German. At 
most there is a certain provincial particularism, 
such as ‘Bavaria cherished. Union, however, in 
this frank form was blocked by the Peace 
Settlement, which forbade it, save with the 
League's consent. This meant, of course, that 
the victors, and more especially France, re- 
tained a veto, and meant to use it. 

The reasons that weighed with the French 
were, of course, military. The entry of Austria 
into the German Reich would add a population 
of nearly seven millions to its military resources. 
Vienna, moreover, is the strategic key to the 
whole Danubian plain. the army that holds this 
railway centre may hope to overrun it; it is also 
tor German industry a key position, on account 
of the long-standing connexions of its bankers 
with Central Europe and the Balkans. 

Through Vienna lay the road from Berlin to 
Bagdad. which ten million men had died to 
close. French finance and the Generai Staff 
were resolved that they should not die in vain. 
The Italians, also, have their reason for objecting 
to a political union, and it, too, is military. A 
strong and united Germany could make good its 
claim to the South Tyrol. When, therefore, Dr. 
Briining circumvented the veto on annexation 
by concluding a Customs Union with Austria, 
the French opposed it, on the singular ground 
that it amounted to a surrender by Austria of 
her independence. The objection. based on the 
loan contracts, was sustained in the Hague Court 
by a small majority, the judges voting mani- 
festly on political lincs. 

Property or Peace. By H. N. Brailsford 
(Gollancz, 1934). 


. PEACE NEWS 


DIARY OF THE 
WEEK 


8 (Sat.) STOKE-ON-TRENT; Victoria Hall, 
Hanley; Parliamentary Pacifist Convention ; 
3 p.m. convention; 7 p.m. demonstration ; 
Mr. George Lansbury, Dr. Alfred Salter, 
James H. Hudson, Mrs. Bleanor Barton, A. 
Joseph Brayshaw, Cr. Mrs. Barker, Rev. N. 
Darrall, and Harold I. Clipstone. 
BRADFORD; 3 p.m. Tokio Café; West York- 
shire Federation quarterly meeting; 7 p.m. 
Mock Tribunal; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2; 3 p.m. St. Martins-in-the- 
Fields, Trafalgar Square; Rev. Dr. Leslie F. 
Church; United Service of intercession for 
World Peace and the League of Nations. 
BLACKHEATH; 4.30 p.m. 14 Royal Parade, 
S.E.3 (facing the Heath); pacifist peace shop 
opened by Rev. A. Symon; tea; PPU, 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, FoR, & Society 
of Friends. 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m., Katherine Street; open- 
air meeting; PPU. 

JERSEY; 8 p.m. St. Helier Town Hall; mass 
meeting. ‘“ Civilization and Peace”; Canon 
Stuart Morris and John Barclay; chairman: 
E. Le Quesne; PPU. 

8-10 (Sat.-Mon.) HODDESDON; High Leigh, 
Lord Street; International Pax Players’ re- 


union and festival of peace plays; Miles 
Matleson (chairman), Harold Downs, 
Maurice Browne, Geoffrey Whitworth, 


William G. Fay, Gladys M. Barritt. 

9 (Sun.) JERSEY; 11 a.m. St. Paul’s Church, 
St. Helier; Canon Stuart Morris; 6.30 p.m., 
Aquila Road Methodist Church; Canon 
Morris; 8 p.m., Aquila Road Schoolroom; 
“question time,” conducted by Canon Stuart 
Morris and John Barclay; PPU. 

NOTTING HILL GATE; 11 a.m. Lindsey 
Hall, The Mall; C. H. Cole (New Zealand) 
on “Some Personal Convictions”, Free Re- 
ligious Movement. 

WINCHESTER; 8 p.m., St. Thomas’s Hall; 
Roy Walker; PPU. 

SHEFFIELD; 8.15 p.m., Victoria Hall; Miss 
E. Thorneycroft, and James Avery Joyce; 
PPU. 

11 (Tues.) LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m., Friends’ 
House, Euston Road; Archdeacon W. E. 
Owen on “The Nafive in East Africa"; 
Peace Committee of London Friends. 
CAINSCROSS; 8 p.m., Cooperative Hall; 
John Barclay on “Why I will not. fight 
again”; chairman, J. Alan Kay; PPU. 


12 (Wed.) BROUGHTON, Hampshire; 7 p.m., 
Village Hall; Roy Walker, Nigel Spottis- 
woode, and Rev. H. Wardle (chairman); 
PPU. 

HARROW; §& p.m., Victoria Hall, Station 
ffoad. Canon Stuart Morris; chairman. 


Evan Williams; PPU. 

KINGSWAY; 8 p.m., Wild Court; open-air 
meeting: Methodist Peace Fellowship. 
STREATHAM; 8 p.m. Prentis Halt, Prentis 
Road; M. W. Briar and Robert King; PPU. 
EWELL; 8 p.m. Parish Church Hall; Robert 
Mennell, Sybil Morrison and Rev. C. G. 
Holland (chairman); PPU. 

13 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m., 13 Pater- 
noster Row; V. Krishna Menon on 
“What are Pacifists to do in a _ Fascist 
World?”; City PPU group. 

LONDON, W.1; 1.10 p.m., King’s Weigh 
House Church, Thomas Street; Theodore 
Faithfull. 

BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m. Severn Street 
Schools; John S, Stephens on “The Inter- 
national Situation”; Midland Adult School 
Union Peace Group. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 52 Queensway; Cecil H. Wilson on 
“Pacifism and Politics”; PPU. 

CLACTON; 8 p.m.. Town Hall; demonstra- 
tion for world peace; Dr. Alfred Salter; Miss 
A. Ruth Fry; chairman, Horace Brown; PPU. 
HASLEMERE; 8 p.m., Village Hall; Roy 
Walker; PPU. 

LEICESTER; 8 p.m., Church Parlour, Bishop 
Street; R. J. Roberts on "The Necessity of 
Pacifism ”; PPU. 

WEST NORWOOD; 8 p.m. St. Luke’s 
Church Hall; Preston Benson, Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence, Rev. Kenneth Budd; chairman: 
The Mayor of Lambeth; PPU. 

14 (Fri.) SUDBURY; 7.30 p.m., Friends’ Mecting 
House; Miss Ruth Fry, Rev. J. C. G. Burton 
and B. Taylor (chairman); PPU. 

15 (Sat.) DERBY; 2.30 p.m. and 6 p.m. Partlia- 
mentary Pacifist Convention; James H. Hud- 
son (chairman), George Lansbury, Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrence, H. G. McGhee, I. E. 
Ibbotson, W. Minty, D. Pickerell and V. 
Yates. 


Dr. Alfred Salter, who is ill, will now not be 
speaking at meetings as shown. See later news 
on back page. 


COMING SHORTLY 


October 
17 (Mon.) NOTTINGHAM; 7.30 p.m; Adult 


School, Friar Lane; Capt. Butcher; Regional 
PPU. 


20 (Thurs.) BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m., Severn 
Street Schools; Wilfred Littleboy on “The 
Christian and War"; Midland Adult School 
Union. 

22 (Sat.) LEEWS; Parliament Pacifist Conven- 


tion and Demonstration, 2.30 p.m. to 5 
p.m; 6 p.m. to 7.15 p.m.; and 8 p.m. to 
9.30 p.m.; Oxford Place Chapel (near Town 
Hall). James FH. Hudson (chairman), George 
Lansbury; Miss Mary Gamble, Mrs. Eleanor 
Barton, Mrs. Margery South, Rev. C. Jenkin- 
son, Rev. John W. A. Singleton, Rev. P. D. 
Robins; Ben Greene, A. W. Hodges, and 
J. A. Aitken. 

GRAVESEND; 3.30 p.m., West Kent Regional 
Conference; particulars from Donald Port, 
143 Singlewell Road, Gravesend. 


November 


ll (Frid.) SPECIAL ARMISTICE DAY CELE- 
BRATIONS, 11 a.m. Regents Park, 3 p.m. 


Central Hall, Westminster; Mr. George 
Lansbury, Mrs. M. Pavitt, Canon Stuart 
Morris, Miss Vera Brittain, Mrs. Theo 


Naftel; further details later; Women’s Co- 
operative Guild, and, PPU. 
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Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 
To Let 


ALEXANDRA PALACE (near _ Station), 
ground floor, three rooms and_ kitchenette, 
electric power, gas, 24s, 26, Vallance Road, 
N.22. 


WORTHING. Bedroom with use sitting-room 
in house of nurse. Every comfort, Part atten- 
dance. Write 51 Sheridan Road. 


Wanted 


YOUNG COUPLE (PPU) desire accommoda- 
tion (furnished or otherwise), London or within 
30 miles. Or invite suggestions from others 
view taking and sharing expenses of house and 
Flot of ground. Box 117, Peace News, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


DRAMATIC 


THE EVIL THAT MEN DO, new 1-act play 
by M. Pendered; 2 men, 2 women; 1 scene; price 
6d. “Great Dramatic Intensity" (PEACE 


NEWS). LNU, Arcade Chambers, Northampton. 
EDUCATIONAL 
ESPERANTO. Beginners’ 5-lesson postal 


course, ls. Exercises corrected by experts.— 
British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. P.N., 


142 High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 


ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL, 
WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- 
tion). A thorough education for boys and girls 
to 19 years, at moderate fees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered freedom and progress. 
Headmaster: H. Lyn Harris, M.A., Lt.B.(Camb.) 


AFALITH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; particularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth 
(Letchworth 885). 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls ot 
honour, &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists, Battley Brothers, 
Ltd., Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press. 
Clapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 


War Dead Return 
IN THIS ANTI-WAR 
PLAY 


LIANS CHLUMBERG’S famous anti-war 
a play, Miracle at Verdun, is being per- 
formed by the Tavistock Repertory Com- 
pany at the Tavistock Little Theatre, 
Euston, London, N.W.1, on October 14, 15, 21, 
and 22. 

The miracle of the title is the resurrec- 
tion of the War dead, who return to their 
homes to see what the world has made of 
their sacrifice. In a dramatic scene they 
enter a Council of the Nations and charge 
humanity with betrayal. 

Although the revival of Miracle of 
Verdun was planned many months ago, its 


brilliant pacifist propaganda makes it of 
unusual topical value. The play is being 
produced by Leonard T. Crainford, who 
recently produced No More Peace and 
Judgment Day. 

Box cffice is open daily, 1 p.m.—10 p.m. 
(phone Euston 2796) or seats may be booked 


through all the usual agencies (Fridays, 1s. 3d.; 
Saturdays, 1s. 3d. and 2s. 6d.). 


RECTORIAL ELECTION 
FUND 


AVE you sent a contribution yet to the 
special fund started by the Peace Pledge 
Union to enable the pacifist case in the 
Glasgow Rectorial Election to be presented 
in a manner worthy of the candidate— 
Laurence Housman? 

Last year’s sensational victory for Dick 
Sheppard can only be repeated this year if 
sufficient funds are forthcoming. The im- 
portance of a pacifist victory for the second 
year in succession is clear. Please do your 
part, however small, to help to ensure it. 
Send your contribution to: Mr. Frank B. 
Middleton, Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. Mark the envelope 
* Rectorial.” 

Mr. Middleton acknowledges receipt of the 
following amounts: 


£ sd. 

Already acknowledged ats eo 0019 6 
Miss Nina Oliver $6 As -. 5 00 
Anon, as nis Ab AG « 010 0 
Anon. ae ba x) ao « 010 0 
Bournemouth PPU group ..« we 910 0 
G. Murphy sj aes ae -- 910 0 
W. H. Marwick .. . .. we . 0 5 0 
N. Godwin << es a, ee 0 G2 6 
Mrs. Goodrich .. se oe - O2 6 
£58 9 6 


LECTURES | 


“INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE 
NATIONAL STATE,” by Professor G. W. Keeton, 
Wednesday, October 19, at 8 p.m., Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1l. Price ls. F.P.S.1, 


Butcher, Royal Societies Club, St. James's St., 
anytime, anywhere (10 miles radius) without fee 
or expenses. 


LITERATU2E 


THREE PAMPHLETS on fundamental paci- 
fism, 5d. yost free. Sample posters gratis. 
Northern Friends’ Peace Bocrd, Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds 2. 


MEETINGS 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, for com- 
munion with God and each other, is held the 
third Monday in each month, from 6 to 7 p.m, 
at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


PERSONAL 


IN PRACTICAL THANKFULNESS we appeal 
for help to carry on our farm for refugee 
trainees. Will generous-minded person/persons 
loan in parts-or-whole £150 on security. Box 
118, Peace News, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 


woman to share her cottage. 
munity interests. Beechwoods. Quiet. 
available. “Elcot,” J. ‘cans, Beaconsfield. 


SITUATIONS 


monials), 11 years publicity 
advertising in 25 journals; catalogues, printed 
matter; bulletins, articles, press notes; exhibi- 
tions; mailing. Hawkes, 20, Linley Road, 
London, N.17. 


ANGLO-CATHOLIC’ working housekeeper, 
experienced ordinary and vegetarian cooking, 
desires post with pacifists. — Paull, Tadley 
Rectory, Basingstoke. 


MAN REQUIRES situation, drive car or lorry, 
clean licence, two years’ motor repairing, 
recently engaged in small mineral water busi- 
ness, not married. Box 119. Peace News, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 


TYPING FOR “* PEACE.” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Olfice are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, etticiency, and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2. 


10d. PER 1,000 WORDS one carbon; 2d. extra 
each two carbons. Accuracy. Provincial town. 
Estimates. Box 119, Peace News, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


WHERE TO STAY 


position in the “Valley of Peace” 
Woods. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires. Constant® hot water. i 
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* PEACE..NEWS 


HITLER SHOWS HOW 
Versailles Led to 


Nazi Germany 


—AND RECALLS HOW WORLD 
REFUSED PEACE OFFERS 


OMMENT on the speech made by Hitler in Berlin on Monday last 
week was chiefly concerned with his references to the Czechoslovak 


problem, and his denunciation of President Benesh. What was | 


not so strongly stressed, however, was the evidence it gave that Europe’s 


position today is directly due to the injustices committed i in the drawing | 


up of the treaties at the end of the Great War. 


Hitler’s words recalling his offers to disarm, and the reception given to those offers, 


were also worthy of more prominence than was given them at the time. 


Consequently 


we give below extracts from the first part of his speech, in which he dealt with foreign 


affairs generally: 


ROOSEVELT'S APPEAL TO 
HITLER 


“World Locks To 


Us for Peace” 


IN his second appeal to Herr Hitler, dis- 
® patched last week, Mr. Roosevelt acknow- 


ledged the Fiihrer’s reply to his earlier | 


telegram, and continued: 

I was confident that you would coincide in the 
opinion I expressed regarding the unforeseeable 
consequences and incalculable disaster which 
would result to the entire world from the out- 
break of a European war. 

The question before tie world today, Mr. 
Chancellor, is not a question of errors of judg- 
ment or of injustices committed in the past. It 
is a question of the fate of the world, today and 
tomorrow. 

The world asks of us who at this moment 
are the heads of nations the supreme capacity 
to achieve the destinies of the nations without 
forcing upon them as the price the mutilation 

and death of millions of citizens. 

The resort to force in the Great War failed 
fo bring tranquillity. Victory and defeat alike 
were sterile. That lesson the world should have 
learned. For that reason, above all others, I 
addressed, on September 25, my appeal to 
your Excellency and to President of Czecho- 
slovakia and.the Prime Ministers of France and 
Great Britain. 

“UNNECESSARY AND UNJUSTIFIABLE” 

The two points I sought to emphasize were, 
first, that all matters of difference between the 
German Government and the Czech Government 
should be settled by pacific means; and, second, 
that the threatened alternative of a use of force 
on a scale likely to result in a general war is 
as unnecessary as it is unjustifiable. 

It is therefore supremely important that 
negotiations should continue without interruption 
until a fair and constructive solution has been 
reached. 

My conviction on these two points is deepened 
because responsible statesmen have officially 
stated that agreement in principle had already 
been reached between the Government of the 
German Reich and the Government of Czecho- 
slovakia, although the precise time and method 
and detail of the carrying out of that agreement 
remain at issue. 

CONFERENCE OF ALL NATIONS 
INTERESTED 

Whatever.the existing differences may be, and 
whatever their merits may be—and upon them 
I do not need to undertake to pass judgment— 
my appeal was solely that negotiations should 
be continued until a peaceful settlement was 
found, and that thereby a resort to force be 
avoided. 

The present negotiations still stand open. 

They can be continued if you give the word. 

Should the need for supplementing them be- 
come evident, nothing stands in the way of 
widening their scope into a conference of all 
the nations directly interested in the present 
controversy—such a meeting to be held imme- 

..diately—in some neutral spot. 

The conference would offer an opportunity for 
this and correlated questions to be solved in a 
spirit of justice and fair dealing, and, in all 
human probability, with greater permanence. 

In my. considered judgment, and in the light 
of experience of this century, continued negotia- 
tions remain the only” way whereby the imme- 
diate problem can be disposed of upon any last- 
ing basis. 

Should you agree to a solution in this peace- 
ful manner, I am convinced that hundreds of 
millions throughout the world would recognize 
your action as an outstanding historic service to 
all humanity, 

Allow me to state my.unqualified conviction 
that history and the souls of every man, 
woman, and child whose lives will be lost in 
the threatened war will hold us, and all of 
us, accountable should we omit any appeal for 
tts prevention. 

The Government of the United States has no 
political involvements in Europe and will assume 
no’ obligations in, the conduct of the present 
negotiations. Yet in our. own right we recognize 
our responsibilities as part of a world of neigh- 
-bours. Conscience and the impelling desire of 


the people of my country demand that the voice | 


“JE have no interest in oppressing other 


peoples. We want to be happy in 
our own way, and the others can be so in 
theirs. The racial standpoint of our phil- 
osophy leads to a limitation of our foreign 
policy. That means that our foreign poli- 
tical objects are no unlimited ones; they 
are natural and definite only to serve the 
German people. 

“After years of oppression under the Treaty 
of Versailles, Germany is once more strong. 
Although, however, we are once again free and 
strong, we are moved by no hate at all against 
the other nations. We hold no grudges. 

“What has been in the past we know. The 
people are not responsible for what has 
happened, only a certain small clique of inter- 


national profit-makers and businessmen, who are : 


We give below (in heavy type) the full! 
text of the agreement signed at Munich 
early last Friday morning by the Fiihrer, 
the Duce, the British Prime Minister, 
and the French Prime Minister. 


For purposes of comparison we give in 
brackets the corresponding points for 
Herr Hitler's Memorandum of Septemner 
23rd (in italics) and for the Anglo-French 
Proposals of September 19 (in light 
type). 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN GERMANY, 

GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, AND ITALY, 

CONCLUDED IN MUNICH GON SEPTEM- 
BER 29, 1938 


HE conversations which the chiefs of the 

Governments of Germany, Italy, France, and 
Great Britain began on Thursday noon have 
found their conclusion in the late evening. 

The agreements, which were reached, and 
‘which are laid down in the following documents, 
have been immediately transmitted to the 
Czechoslovak Government. 

Germany, the United Kingdom, France, and 
Ktaly, taking into consideration the settlement 
already agreed upon in principle concerning the 
cession of the Sudeten German districts, have 
agreed on the following conditions and proe- 
cedure and the measures to be taken, and 
declare themselves individually held responsible 
iby this agreement for guaranteeing the steps 
necessary for its fulfilment: 


1. The evacuation begins on October 1. 
(These areas [=nd certain others, although they 
| have not a majority of Sudeten Germans) to be 
occupied by German troops by October 1. 

Czech troops and police, Customs officials, and 
frontier guards to withdraw. 

All areas with over fifty percent of Sudeten 
Germans to be transferred to the Reich. No 
: time-limit mentioned.) 


Anglo-German “ No-More-War ”’ 
Declaration 


Following is the text of the declaration signed at Munich last Friday by Herr Hitler 


and Mr. Neville Chamberlain. 
MI/JE, the German Fuhrer and Chancellor 


and the British Prime Minister, have had a 


vv further meeting today and are agreed in recognizing that the question of Anglo- 


German relations is of the first importance 


for the two countries and for Europe. 


We regard the agreement signed last night and the Anglo-German Naval Agreement 
as symbolic of the desire of our two peoples never to go to war with one another again. 
Weare resolved that the method =f consultation shall be the method adopted to deal 


with any other questions that may concern 


our two countries, and we are determined 


to continue our efforts to remove possible sources of difference and thus to contribute 


to assure the peace of Europe. 


willing, when necessary, to sacrifice entire 
peoples for their mean interests. We foster, 
therefore, no hate against the peoples around us, 
and we have proved this. 


“READY TO DISARM” 


“Hardly had we begun to recreate equality 
with our neighbours than I suggested as one 
of the surest signs that we had forgotten any 
idea of ‘revenge’ by offering the world a series 
of pacts, which in the first line dealt with a 
limitation of armaments. 


“My first suggestion was: Germany demands 
under all circumstances equality with her 
neighbours. She is, however, ready to 
renounce every defensive weapon, should the 
other peoples do the same. In other words, 
entire disarmament, if necessary, to the last 
machine-gun. This suggestion was not even 
given eccasion for discussion. 


“YT made a second suggestion: Germany is 
ready to limit her army to 200,000 men, pro- 
viding that the other States would also disarm 
to the same degree. That was also rejected. 


“fT made yet another suggestion: Germany is 
ready, if the others will also do it, to renounce 
all heavy arms, all so-called aggressive arma- 
ments, tanks, and bombing aeroplanes, yes, 
when necessary even the last aeroplane and 
light and heavy artillery. This was rejected. 


“I went further, and suggested again that 
there should be an international law for a 
300,000 men army for all the European States. 
This suggestion was also rejected. 


“T made still further suggestions: limitation 
of air fleets, climination of bombing, absolute 
elimination of gas warfare, the protection of dis- 
tricts lying outside the war zone, elimination 
of at least the heaviest artillery, and elimina- 
tion of heavy tanks. All this was rejected. 
Everything was in vain. 


“For two years I made offer after offer to the 
world and received only rejection and further 
rejection. Then I gave the order to make the 
German armed forces as strong as possible, and 
now I can openly state we have prepared 
armaments in a manner which the world has 
never seen before. I have offered disarmament 
as long as it was possible. After, however, it was 
rejected, I did not make any half decision. I am 
a National Socialist and an old German front 
soldier. 


“If the world does not want to be without 
arms, then, German people, carry also your 
arms! I have in these five years really rearmed, 
We'have built up armed services which the 
German people can be proud of and the world 
will respect, should they ever be forced’ to make 
their appearance. We have created the best 


Of their. government be raised again and yet | anti- air and the best anti-tank force that exists 


dgain to avert and avoid war. 


_ in the world. 


(Continued from Col. 2.) 
“PEACE POLICY” 


“I have in these years really carried through 
a practical peace policy; I have tackled problems, 
which seemed to be impossible, with the resolute 
desire to solve them peacefully. I have been 
myself an ex-Serviceman, and I know how hard 
war is. I wanted to save the German people 
from it.” 

After referring to the improvement he had 
secured in relations with Poland, Hitler con- 
tinued: “I have tried in this time also to reach 
good and lasting relations with other nations. 

“We have given guarantees to the States in 
the West and have assured all our neighbours 
of the inviolability of their frontiers. That is 
no phrase, that is our holy will, We have no 
interest in breaking the peace. 

“As time goes on, more and more peoples 
free themselves from the mad Geneva entangle- 
ments, which is, I should like to say, not a policy 
of collective peace, but of collective war. 


BRITAIN AND FRANCE 


“I went further and have offered England my 
hand. 

“T have freely renounced a German naval 
race with Great Britain in order to give the 
British Empire a feeling of security. I have 
not done this because [ was unable to build 
any more, no-one should have any doubt about 
that, but entirely because it would preserve a 
lasting peace between the two peoples. Such 
an agreement is only morally right when both 
people swear by their honour that they will 
never make war again against each other. 

“TI went further, I declared to France, imme- 
diately after the return of the Saar to Germany, 
which was the result of a plebiscite, that there 
were no more differences of opinion between 
us. 

“TI saw that Alsace and Lorraine did not exist 
for us any more. This is a frontier country. 
The people of this country have, incidentally, in 
recent years never been asked their opinion. 
We, however, feel that the people of this pro- 
vince are happiest if no one else fights about 
them. 

“We do not want war with France. We do 
not want anything from France! No, nothing 
at all! 

“And when the Saarland returned to the 
Reich, thanks to the loyal interpretation of the 
agreement by France—I must confirm that here 
—I openly declared that at last all territorial 
differences between Germany and France had 
been settled. 

“I see today absolutely no differences more 
between us. We are two great peoples, who both 
wish to work and to live. And they will live 
best of all when they work together.’” 

Hitler then referred to the settlement of 
Italo-German relations, and said: “This work 
for peace, my people, is no empty phrase, but 
this work for peace is proved by facts, which 
cannot be puf aside by any lying mouth.” 
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TEXT OF MUNICH AGREEMENT 


Comparison with Hitler’s Demands and 


the Anglo-French Plan 


2. The United Kingdom of Great Britair., 
France, and Italy agree that the evacuation ef 
the region shail be completed by October 10, 
without destruction of any of the existing 
installations, and that the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment bear the responsibility for seeing that the 
evacuation is carried out without damaging the 
aforesaid installations. 

(The territory to be handed over intact, includ- 
ing fortifications, all plant and establishments, 
materials, railway rolling stock, aerodromes, 
wireless stations, utility services [gasworks, &c.], 
foodstuffs, goods, cattle, raw materials, and so 
on, 

A Czech plenipotentiary may be attached to 
the German Army headquarters to settle evacua- 
tion details.) 


3. The conditions governing the evacuation 
will be laid down in detail by an international 
commission composed of representatives of 
Germany, the United Kingdom, France, Maly, 
and Czechoslovakia. 


4. The occupation by stages of the pre- 
dominantly Sudeten German territories by Ger- 
man troops will begin on October 1. The four 
territories marked on the attached map will be 
eccupied by German troops in the following 
order: The territory marked No. 1 on October 1 
and 2, the territory marked No. 2 on October 2 
tnd 3, the territory marked No. 3 on October 3, 
{, and 5, the territory marked No. 1 on October 
3 and 7. 

The remaining territories’ of predominantly 
German character will be “ascertained by the 
aforesaid international commission forthwith and 
be occupied by German troops by October 10. 


5. The international commission referred to 
in paragraph 3 will determine the territories in 
which a plebiscite is to be held. These terri- 
tories will be occupied by international bodies 
until the plebiscite has been completed. The 
same commission will fix the conditions in which 
the plebiscite is to be held, taking as a basis the 
conditions of the Saar plebiscite. 

The commission will also fix the date at the 
end of November on which the plebiscite will be 
held. 

(A plebiscite to be held, not only in the ceded 
areas but in other specified areas, before 
November 25. 

The plebiscite to be held under the control of 
an international commission. Voters must have 
been born or resident in the plebiscite areas be- 
fore October 28, 1918. The majority vote to de- 
termine the issue. 

During the plebiscite both parties will with- 
draw their military forces. 

No plebiscite.) 


6. The final determination of the frontiers will 
be carried out by the international commission. 
This commission will also recommend to the four 
Powers—Germany, the United Kingdom, France, 
and Italy—in certain exceptional circumstances 
minor modifications in the striclly ethnographical 
determination of the zones which are to be 
transferred without plebiscite. 

(Alterations to the new frontiers arising out of 
the plebiscite to be settled by a German-Czecho- 
slovak or an international commission. 

An “authoritative” German-Czechoslovak 
commission to be set up to settle all “ further 
details,” 

Adjustment of frontiers by an international 
body. which was to include a Czech represen- 
tative.) 

9. There will be a right of option into and out 
of the transferred territories, the option to be 
exercised within six months of the date of this 
agreement. A German-Czechoslpvak commission 
shall determine the details of the options and 
consider ways of facilitating the transfer of 
populations and certain questions of principle 
arising out of the said transfers. 

(No provision. 

Exchange of population on the basis of a right 
of option within a time-limit.) 

8. The Czechoslovak Government will within 
fhe period of four weeks from the date of this 
agreement release from the military and police 
forces any Sudeten Germans who may wish to 
b2 released, and the Czechoslovak Government 
will within the same period release Sudeten 
German prisoners who are serving terms of 
imprisonment for political offences. 

(Al Sudetens in the Czechoslovak Army or 
police to be discharged to their homes. AN 
German political prisoners in Czechoslovakia to 
be liberated. 

No provision.) 


ANNEXE TO THE AGREEMENT 


His Majesty’s Government in the United King- 
dom and the French Government have entered 
inte the above agreement on the basis that they 
stand by the offer contained in Paragraph 6 of 
the Anglo-French proposals of September 19 in 
relation to an international guarantee of the new 
boundaries of the Czechoslovak State against 
unprovoked aggression. 

(Paragraph 6 of*the Anglo-French Plan pro- 
vided for an international guarantee t8 be given 
to Czechoslovakia by the United Kingdom and 
other countries against unprovoked aggression; 
this guarantee to take the place of existing 
treaties between Czechoslovakia, France and 
Russia.) 

When the question of the Polish and Hun- 
garian minorities in Czechoslovakia has been 
settled Germany and Italy for their part will 
give a guarantee to Czechoslovakia. 

The heads of the governments of the four 
Powers declare that the problems of the Pelish 
and Hungarian minorities in Czechoslovakia, if 
not settled within three months by agreement 
between the respective governments, shall form _ 
the subject of a further meeting of the heads of 
the four Powers l.ere present. 


SUPPLEMENTARY DECLARATION 


All questions which may arise out of the 
transfer of the {erritories shall be considered as 
coming within the terms of reference of the 
international commission. “ 

Munich, September 29, 1938. 


—— 
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strife, while the increase of colonial territories 
under allied control will involve a correspond- 
ing increese of naval, military, and adminis- 
trative burdens upon the allied peoples. 


Is there any indication that those who 


issued this manifesto are prepared now to} 


discuss this admitted wrong or must Ger- 
many threaten force to have this injustice 
brought to a settlement? 


SPAIN 


"THE cruel and murderous civil war in 

Spain still drags on, and now it be- 
comes again the big open wound in interna- 
tional affairs which it was before the Czech 
crisis intervened. 

The big battle on the Ebro is still being 
fought and still remains a ghastly stalemate. 

The international crisis has, however, had its 
effect upon the Spanish situation. The fact that 
Franco declared for Spanish neutrality in the 
event of a European war must have come as a 
surprise to the Italians. 

Now we have the additional surprises of 
Franco bombers dropping 200.000 loaves of 
white bread on Madrid and of I[taly’s withdrawal 
of at any rate some of her personnel. 

With Chamberlain having made_ personal 
contact with Mussolini, and the French decision 
to appoint at last an Ambassador to Rome, some 
settlement of the Spanish struggle should now 
be possible which would bring the Anglo-Italian 
agreement into force. 

It must be clear that apart from the effects 
of pure exhaustion and starvation, neither side 
can achieve a military knock-out blow, and that 
peace by mediation is probably now the only 
method of terminating the struggle. 


NATIONAL SERVICE 


Er is practically certain that some form of 

“national service ” will be instituted in 
this country. Exactly what “national ser- 
vice”” means has not yet been made clear, 
but that its objects are for war service is 
certain and its aim military conscription 
very likely. 

It looks as if the first test of pacifist con- 
viction will come not in time of war but in 
time of peace. Pacifist resistance to this 
national registration, or service, or what- 
ever it will be called, may prove to be the 
one means of saving the traditions of our 
ancient British democracy. 

Pacifists should be prepared for the com- 
ing test which will arise in the not too dis- 
tant future. 


MUNICH AGREEMENT 


"THE Munich Agreement between the 

countries of Germany, Italy, France, 
and Great Britain will live in history as the 
first territorial settlement ever accom- 
plished without warfare. 

However much there may be disagree- 
ment on the wisdom or lack of wisdom in 
the settlement, the fact that a settlement 
was reached is a precedent of the highest 
moment. The fact that we were carried to 
the verge of war, that countries were 
mobilized and the tension was extreme in 
no way minimizes the precedent. 

We now know that treaty revision in ter- 


--ritorial matters can be accomplished with- 


out war and, knowing this, territorial 
adjustments will in future be made easier 
and with ever less friction. 


THE SUDETEN GERMANS 


SYMPATHY for Czechoslovakia in her 

hour of trial should not blind us to the 
fact that that an act of justice has been per- 
formed to a people which deserves, and has 
in the past received no less sympathy. It 
seems to be far too readily assumed that the 
Sudeten Germans have had nothing in com- 
mon with either Austria or Germany in the 
past. 

The fact remains, however, that when 
these Sudeten Germans were in a position 
to express themselves freely, they chose 
union with the democratic German-Aus- 
trian Republic which twenty years ago 


declared itself part of the German Republic. | 


rom page 1) 


HITLER 

HE declaration signed by Chamberlain 
= and Hitler at the time of the Munich 
conference, to the effect that 

the agreement signed last night and the 

Anglo-German Naval Agreement are symbolic 

of the desire of our two peoples never to go 

to war with on another again 
has a value only in so far as we can believe 
the word of Hitler. 

The issue that divides the British people, 
and even the whole rest of the world, in 
foreign affairs is ultimately not based upon 
a question of principle but is largely a 
question of belief in the integrity of the 
word of one man—Hitler. Can we or can 
we not believe Hitler and his declarations? 
Answer that question and you have the 
foreign policy of the individual, and the 
|answer now cuts across parties as it cuts 
i'across frontiers. 

The real difficulty lies in the fact that no 
true judgment of Hitler is possible without 
knowledge not only of contemporary Ger- 
man conditions but of German history go- 
|ing back into the Dark Ages. Nazism is 
essentially the product both of history and 
conditions and how many people are 
acquainted with either? The very fact that 
we identify nazism with Italian fascism is 
indicative of how ignorant we still are of the 
essential principles which govern nazism 
and the considerations which govern Hit- 
ler’s actions. 

Hitler has made many offers on a basis of 
German equality with other countries, rang- 
ing from total disarmament to very limited 
fighting forces. These offers have been sys- 
tematically ignored because their genui- 
ness was never accepted. 

The only exceptions have been in the case 
of the Polish frontier, where the most seri- 
ous trouble had been anticipated, and in the 
case of the Anglo-German Naval Agree- 
ment, where rivalry would have been par- 
ticularly dangerous. 

Both understandings have worked well. 
Were we or were we not justified in disre- 
garding Hitler’s other offers? History 
alone can answer that question. 

In the meantime Chamberlain is basing 
his policy on the belief that Hitler can be 
trusted. 


Carried on 


Although 

Critically [ll 

PACIFIST M.P. ORDERED 
COMPLETE REST 


Dr. Alfred Salter was suddenly seized with 
an attack of coronary thrombosis after ad- 
dressing a large peace meeting at Wigan, 
and is now confined to his bed at home. He 
has been seen by Dr. Maurice Campbell, 
physician at Guy’s Hospital. It will be 
necessary for him to have complete rest for 
some time. 


BEHIND this bulletin, signed by Dr. J. A. 

Gillison, which was read at a meeting 
of the management committee of West Ber- 
mondsey Labour Party on Wednesday 
evening, lies a story of determination on the 
part of Dr. Alfred Salter, pacifist MP, to 
carry on with his work despite very serious 
illness. 

He was already ill on Thursday morning 
of last week, when he insisted on travelling 
to Wigan to fulfil a speaking engagement, 
and it was only with the greatest difficulty 
that he managed to reach Euston Station. 
At Wigan, too, he needed assistance. 

The hall was packed with 2,000 people— 
1,500 of whom had paid 1s. each. Dr Salter 
spoke for an hour, as arranged, but at the 
conclusion of the meeting he was very ill 


Professor Masaryk, the late president of |and needed help in returning to his hotel. 


Czechoslovakia has himself put these facts 
upon record. 


Writing of this time he said: 

On the day following the attainment of 
Czechoslovak independence, October 29, 1918, 
the Germans of Bohemia and Moravia—the so- 
called Sudetenland Germans—declared the 
districts where they predominated a province 
of the new Austrian State which had been 
constituted some eight days previously. It 
was not until the treaty of St. Germain was 
concluded on September 10, 1919, and the 
Austrian Goverment released the Germans 
from the oath of allegiance they had taken to 
the new Austrian Republic, that the Germans 
desisted from openly fighting against incor- 
poration in the Czechoslovak Republic. Their 
claim to self-determination was rejected by 
the Peace Conference. 

These Germans, too, had their traditions 
of fighting for freedom which were just as 
precious to them as the traditions of the 


Czechs in their struggle for independence. 


CRITICAL CONDITION 

When he returned to his home in Ber- 
mondsey Dr. Gillison (an old friend and 
colleague) was summoned. He, in turn, 
called in another doctor. Only by the use 
of the most powerful drugs could he be 
restored to consciousness. 

Dr. Campbell afterward stated that Dr. 
Salter’s condition had been extremely 
critical, and that he would need at least six 
weeks’ complete rest in bed. 

We are glad to state, however, that the 
latest report declares Dr. Salter’s condi- 
tion is “a little easier.” 

He had been exceptionally busy of late, 
and at the Bermondsey meeting on Wednes- 
day had intended to justify the position he 
had taken up during the crisis. 

(“Coronary thrombosis” is the medical term 
for a clot of blood on the heart.) 


This picture of ARP paraphernalia at a $ 
and shown on the films presumably with the object of popularizing ARP. Actually it 


wedding was published in the national press 


has had entirely the opposite result. Note the backs turned to the cross. 


OPPOSITION TO A.R.P. PLANS 


THE Home Office’s ARP campaign began | 

this week, but still more evidence of 
opposition to air raid precautions 
accumulates. 

Free church ministers in the Leicester : 
area were canvassed by the local branch 
of the Peace Pledge Union on their attitude 
toward pulpit appeals for ARP volunteers. 

Of the 28 ministers who replied, 22 
ignored the Home Secretary’s request that 
support for ARP should be sought by 
appeals from the pulpit, five will definitely 
oppose it, and one will support the 
suggestion. 

A similar investigation among ministers 
and clergy in Northampton revealed that 
with only one exception they intended to 
ignore the appeal. 

In one part of South London the PPU 
groups decided to carry out a counter- 
campaign outside churches and chapels 
where ARP sermons were given. They 
found, on inquiry, that not a single pulpit 
would be given up to the Home Office. 

The Town Council in Llanelly recently 
applied for the use of church and chapel | 
schoolrooms for the purpose of assembling, 
fitting, and distributing respirators. 

The local branch of the PPU lost no 
time in countering this move by circular- 
izing the churches, and already a number 
of churches have refused the loan of their 
vestries. 


TOLD THEY “MUST” 


Evacuation of children has caused com- 
plications, and in many cases, inconveni- 
ence. 

A man inspected a house in Shoreham 
and stated that the drawing-room could be 
used to billet six children. In reply to a 
protest from the woman of the house he 
said that if necessary she woyld have to 
move the furniture out. 

At Hastings people were told, without 
being asked, that they would have children 
billeted on them: One of them, Kenneth 
Wray, replied that he could not undertake 
that, and that in any case he had already 
offered the Peace Pledge Union the use of 
his house for the care of children in the 
event of air raids. 


Mr. and Mrs. Salter to shelter six young 
children. 

In Birmingham parents were told that 
their children would be provided for but 
they could not be told where. 

A Wimbledon householder was told that 
she must have a mask and that she must 
have a gas-proof room or contribute to one 
in the locality. 

Speaking at Hullbridge recently the ARP 
officer for South-East Essex encouraged his 
listeners by saying that no bomb proof 
shelters would be provided as the cost 
would be too great, but if a trench was dug 
in the garden one would be quite safe ex- 
cept in the case of a direct hit, when the 
bomb in that instance would be treated 
with the “ greatest respect!” 


ARRANGING A DEBATE 


The following letters relating to an 
attempt to organize an air raid precautions 
debate speak for themselves:— 


Letter from the County Air Raid Precau- 
tions Committee, W———— County 
Council. 

I thank you for your letter asking for a 
speaker to take part in a debate at the Parents’ 
and Teachers’ Guild on the evening of Septem- 
ber 15 next. It will give me great pleasure 
to arrange for a speaker if you will kindly 
inform me of the subject of the debate, and of 
the time and place at which it will be held. 

Yours faithfully, 


A further letter from the same Committee. 
I thank you for your letter of the 2Ist in- 
stant, and regret to inform you that I now find 
that it will not be possible for me to send a 
speaker to take part in the suggested debate 
to be held at S—— on September 15. I might 
add that I am only authorized to arrange for 
lectures to take classes o£ instruction approved 
by the Home Office and that I am _ not 
authorized to ask any of them to undertake 
debates of a controversial nature. 
Yours faithfully, 
Letter from the Air Raid Precautions 
Dept., Home Office. 

With reference to your letter of June 20, I 
am directed by the Secretary of State to in- 
form you that officers of this department can- 
not be made available to attend meetings of a 
controversial or political nature. I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


The originals of these letters are in our 


From Dawlish we received an offer from! possession. 


Published from Editor:at and Publishing Offices, 
“ Peace News” Ltd. (registered office, 96. Regent 


17, Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C., by 
Street. London. W.1), and printed for them by 


Buck Bros. and Harding, Ltd. (T.U.), Guardian House. Forest Road, London, E.17. 


fforts of 


Prime Minister and others to avert imme- 
statesmanship—we 


remain convinced violence and war cannot 


Wednesday night, 
bring peace to world. We therefore strongly 


George Lansbury presiding : 
European 


meeting, 


after 
of 


PACIFIST MPs’ STATEMENT 
Following . statement issued by pacifist 


STOP PRESS 


“While appreciating sincere e 
diate war—made possible through bank- 


ruptcy 


MPs 
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